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1 November 2026: Current Affairs - With Full Explanations

TNPSC &emLi 1/ 2 [ 4, UPSC, SSC, RRB GgjesensT GHmeHlw eMlemsss ensbw(h) « @ensLll Uigss et 160 MCQ-gsnerr
(puweveybd (esfles CasmiiLy: 2026-11-01-160-MCQ) / Exam-oriented handbook for TNPSC Group 1/ 2 / 4, UPSC, SSC and RRB *
Read this first, then attempt the 160 MCQs (separate file).

@ esremmw GlEFwigseir « Today's news

Beu. 1 - SIDHT(H HI6T: 1956-60 Glmifleumflwngg o\ &esremest
LomBlevLd WMIFTeNLSSLILILL HIT6T; 270606V 18, H6v. 1

@\TesTTEn LD G\&MeBsTLITL (PSHeveuT afleoll mflediLiL

1 Nov - Tamil Nadu Day: Madras State reorganised on linguistic lines in
1956; CM Vijay had announced both 18 July and 1 Nov will be celebrated
ClF65Tem6nT F6ITLOM (&)(LPLS Henevel el Fmisy - FICCI-
ufledr 2026-27 '9i(H55 Hemeveur' (President-Elect) o8 HluwiesTid
Chennai's Sanmar Group Chairman Vijay Sankar named FICCI President-
Elect for 2026-27

'Qleum ) sserfli o h) eueryLiLg LD T109.75 Gairig
@868 (H - 2orrsL0 LG SHseners CaimHg 30,000 CL(HE G5
&6V 5 Gleusitemm(h) /Gl&bmlwim(), 100% wmesflwild

'Vetri Magalir Goat Rearing Scheme': ¥109.75 crore sanctioned - five
goats/sheep each to 30,000 rural beneficiaries at 100% subsidy

BB SHSEHSE eHlmes Lmedley @Gmm (CLimsGeT)

6ULPE &5 (EMh 8 & 26 S FmLIL| BHL060TDEISHE - T46.59

GasITlg; 4 NDPS [B)06tTMMISS ETHLD: (PSH6v6eUT el 2 S5 76

26 new special courts for POCSO cases - ¥46.59 crore; 4 more NDPS

courts too: CM Vijay orders

SHMEVEDLDEF CFIIVSHSHH6 (PSHeV6UTT HenVenLoUN6L ‘SIS

FRIBLD'; ST& SIEVIEUEVSMIGEIN60 UITTLD 6(IF BIT6T LOJL| Q46T

SieMWEFEFT FTeRGLomser 3pledlliL

'Tamil Sangam' at the Secretariat headed by the CM; weekly traditional-

dress day in govt offices: Minister Rajmohan

AUMISESL60160 (LpFar Ljweb (@ bSIWIT eupridlut Gluwry) -

UBHSHTE HMTNWS HLEGLD; UL SLOLPSESS|5(E8 SH6vTLOERLD

eT5FIflGHem s

Cyclone 'Murasu' (name from India) forms in Bay of Bengal; to cross

Andhra coast - heavy rain likely

GaIreITid: 23 eUWIg|5 (&S S g aNMLIEN6ITS HenLEnLIS

SHevoTlg LILM&E ClFWLIL(HSHS 2 5SHT6 - US| SFTesTm)

Fflumyliy

Kerala: bars told to strictly enforce the ban on liquor sale to under-23s

and check age proof

(Swaag)rrgij SI6M680T 'S TSHSLOMNT &L L GHH6V' - HIHTLS
(WPseveUl; SpLiLimasst mblevmsst SLOIPHT(H CSTLIHS

eyl

Mekedatu dam 'at a decisive stage', says Karnataka CM; lower riparian

Tamil Nadu keeps opposing

BI&LILILLG65TLD S&LMIeN6Y 12-941b mImmmesst(h& CamLpy

&6V LTSRN, Hleusmidl QleuestTaend &lemevaerT &etor6lL (HILIL

12th-century Chola-era Nataraja and Sivakami bronzes unearthed in

Nagapattinam excavation

eIl Lev LMrs K& - SBIDBTH LTTSEIBL eLILbBSSLD: 5

VLESS15E COULL HFm 63(h&EThHE(8) cosMLILIT @)emesoTLiL]

Digital Bharat Nidhi signs BharatNet pact with Tamil Nadu - 5 lakh+ rural

home fibre connections
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First driverless train for Mumbai Metro Lines 4 & 4A ready - unveiled by
Alstom at Sri City

"@LIL et60 HlGesTT GleulILID: Bi8. 2026 - TFE 2027-60
@hSHWTaley Fa(hgeurs sLomy 55,000 Gu

2 WNA&s&EsaHID - HBETCHT LLSHMVESLNS 'HTEVbHIEn6Vs
FTHS 161D SevoflLiL]

'Super' El Nifio heat could cause about 55,000 additional deaths in India
in Oct 2026 - Mar 2027: University of Chicago's Climate Impact Lab
71-246u8)| SBFHILES FrCurggeuld (meu. 1): 71
FITSHED6UTWITEITIE (6TH8(E) TTRCWITSHg6u 69l (Ha]

71st Karnataka Rajyotsava (1 Nov): Rajyotsava Awards for 71 achievers
Gayerll Nme): Carerd 2 (Heums 70 gyevor(hse6T -
Fl(meussThs LTSS 'Carers &Hl(heNpm 2026'-23 (LpSH6ev6UTT
ell.y. sHFest CHTLRIE eneuSH T

Kerala Piravi: 70 years of Kerala - CM V.D. Satheesan inaugurates
'Festival of Kerala 2026' in Thiruvananthapuram

@nh&Hlwmaler (&0 &CsHE Lsvsul ruflsv 'B-28" - ICF, BEML
Fal (b 6UlgeUeMLOLIL]; (PSH6V 2 LVEFLLELD CamgenesTuilev:
jenvel6ofl 6m6rEH6TOTEL

India's first indigenous bullet train 'B-28' - co-designed by ICF and
BEML; first body frame under testing: Ashwini Vaishnaw

LEEH 2 6THIMMD HEMDEF] HFaRSHT LIGE S 2026 - 490
SIT6U6Y, LIMGISTLILLI LissoflWmeTjas §Thes & SimleSlliL

Kendriya Grihmantri Dakshata Padak 2026 announced for 490 police
and security personnel

BT S JITLD(&H600TIg60 'S0 SHeumm gl Flbamevg
(BLLGLETTEnEUS (L9 WLTES SHeMmeveUT QSTLREIS eM6USSTT
President Murmu hoists the 'Dharma Dhwaja' at Ramkund, Nashik, to
open the Nashik-Trimbakeshwar Simhastha Kumbh (31 Oct)
&6uam TS S emest HleMeVILD HSFTLOF FMHMIDS 6DLOWILDTS
SIDIDS) - BTLIY6TT SSTLOT eU6TEHS60 81% & mLdley

Guwahati airport approved as an export point for agarwood chips and
oil - Assam holds 81% of India's agarwood resources

PI @ esoTL 6L ferSl6T (Lp&Hev 2 6THTL(HL L& &6lamsued]
epevsFam|; RELIEF Sl L 55|85 @ DGFT &)6565078 (8 (L0

PI Industries unveils Pioxaniliprole, India's first indigenously discovered
insecticide molecule; DGFT sets up sub-committee to improve use of
RELIEF export scheme

CondAWw MWL &(HSSTMIE 2026: RUGEFT - QTF(LPETOTLIT
RUEFT Y FHTa%k 95 WmeuwlT mewTal GlFembwLT &eorLig
(LPS6SILLD

National Science Seminar 2026: Soumyashree Thanapati of Odisha
Adarsha Vidyalaya, Jharmunda (Odisha) wins first place

2030 SI&HWSHTUTS SM6TOl6U60E CUITL Iy FHUTL(H&
GWeYSE TME6L Slymedll, smliestm Cheumsv LIflbglenr
Sports Ministry nominates Rahul Dravid and Saina Nehwal to the
Organising Committee of the 2030 Ahmedabad Commonwealth Games



(p&6v BIMSTEC &L6V&F T LIMG|STULIL LUNMHE - Lh

e WIL|T&H60 (SIHSLOMEST) 4. 30 - BeL. 3; 7 2 mILIL| BT(H&6T
uBIGs ML

First BIMSTEC Maritime Security Exercise at Sri Vijaya Puram
(Andamans), 30 Oct - 3 Nov 2026; all 7 member nations take part
SIEVSITEITIT 2608 VWSS FMDLNWetTadL: essflagT
uetTeUmeLI (amiflwimest) 59 HlGeumalley HmIGD - 2 608
FmbLNwesTmesT (PGH6L @bH WL GlLIesoT

World Wrestling Championships, Astana: Manisha Bhanwala (Haryana)
wins 59 kg gold - first Indian woman world champion

INS 7sma% GwrfadglwenSssr GUTTL suruien GlFeTMenLHSS!
- [B6U. 2 QyetTm| 192-3 61| ' LiFeums) Hleuen' HlgsLpeserflsn
umBIGsmL

INS Tarkash reaches Port Louis, Mauritius - to take part in the 192nd
'Aapravasi Diwas' on 2 November

UTPEMSEF QF6ve 2 WFe, Clurg & Caeneus
GDUT(H&EHEE T TTe oCrmiLmalssr Liev BrHlssrfls
WTGILI(HLD CUTTTLLBISET

Mass protests across several European countries against rising living
costs and poor public services

@A WT-URISCHS Hhens B @LUILIHELD (1996, colIFTEET)
l9&. 12, 2026-60 smevmeugh) - LHW UILIHSHLD Cam(mHLD
6UtISEGCHFLD

India-Bangladesh Ganga Waters Treaty (1996, Farakka) expires on 12
Dec 2026 - Bangladesh seeks a new pact

RC&HTL6E HL60I6V HTELLD&IUN60) (THHS 'LI6VITEUT" &630TLLD

N (h& SH6vTLLD LITWLD 6761 &H6m6BTen L TakWT CFTHSH 55
Russia test-fires '‘Bulava' intercontinental missile from a submerged
submarine in the Sea of Okhotsk

Fa g 6ifle 'FarCal sy ClEwmensssCameT
eNeverQeualuNeS) (HH G (PSHEL CIFWINHeNS HistaTewaTml6 L
L&emev e |INwig)

Google's Project Suncatcher satellite sends back its first Al response
from space

LjesThLGLITeY 85(F) LML LW (&mImkIGasmeT Geul Limerry 2026
ED138' - &leSlufesr erpL9letT sumesTmiliouss s Sredley sesor(hLig i
New dwarf-planet candidate '2026 ED138' found beyond Pluto - spotted
in data from Chile's Vera C. Rubin Observatory

410 Ga Ty o1650T(h85(6TH & (&) GLO6V LILPEMLOWITEDT Gl&Felieumi
efletors60 'GClILaTET 001" - LissoTen L B 6UFevmmhenm
QeuefliLH &SI S MG

Over-4.1-billion-year-old Martian meteorite 'Teghaza 001" reveals Mars'
ancient water history

2 608 HEJMIGET HleoTid (B18. 31) 2026 &(HLIGILIT(HET: 'HET
LMIFTEMLOLIL]: Siene6sTeL (hEs &L Cumgoment e(h)

World Cities Day (31 Oct) 2026 theme: 'Regenerating the City: Adequate
Housing for All'

oar1 &6 W6V LBST6sT (8D MhIS EThHS (G5

SHevoTLemesTUN 6BTEmLDEDLI (LPL61|85(E8 GlasmesoT(hleu(hHL FFeuCsa
HlewTd - HEU. 2

International Day to End Impunity for Crimes against Journalists - 2
November



UGS 1: BT (H

Part 1: Tamil Nadu

@ msu-1- SIPHT(H) HIT6IT: 1956-6V
Qumfleurflunsg Cl&esrem 6ot
LoMIHl6VID LM | FIFeMLO&SLILIL L. [HIT6IT;
239emev 18, Heu. 1 @ yesoTenLujLd
O\&mevsTLITL (P& 6veury aflggul
SigledlLiy

ClFWIH): 1956 HeUDLIT 1 6sTM)| LOTIH6V
LMFFenLILE FLLLD, 1956 HEML(PEDME(S,
eubsCLTE|, SO CU&LD LGS &Hen6ms Cl&mesorL
rhlevrag 'GlgstTenet MHlevd' (Madras State)
LMIFTEOLSESLILILLE| - VLT C&HITeTs 5|8 8&
ClEsTmg); settes M@ LGS &6 C&FHS60T.
2026 go9em6v 18 6TM| (PH6V6UTT &Fl. GeomeLs e,
'r®em6v 18 (1967-6V yesoTevorT 'SLOIDHT(H' ClLwFs
gywmestd HlemnmCeummlw HTeT), Heubuf 1 (LmbHlevid
D (H6UITEDT [BIT6TT) Y& @) T6vor(h) [HITETEHENETILLD T8
ClameseTLT(HID' 6T60T HIMNONSSTTT. DiSH6tTLILY 2026 [H6L.
1 9y65Tm)| Cl&F60TEm6BT 6T(LPLOLLIT DT &
SI(HRISTLAWSSS 6V SLOILD 6U6TTEFS Gl6nMm
gmiylev 'sPHT(H BTeT eNT HeoLolLIMMS);
SIMWEFE] TTRCLOTHET 2 6T6rf 1L HeMLDEFTE6IT
LUkIGesMMETTI.

1 Nov - Tamil Nadu Day: Madras State
reorganised on linguistic lines in 1956; CM
Vijay had announced both 18 July and 1 Nov
will be celebrated

News: On 1 November 1956, when the States
Reorganisation Act, 1956 came into force, 'Madras State'
was reorganised as a State of Tamil-speaking areas -
Malabar went to Kerala and the Kanyakumari areas were
added. On 18 July 2026 CM C. Joseph Vijay announced
that the government would celebrate both 18 July (the
day in 1967 when Anna's Assembly resolution for the
name 'Tamil Nadu' was passed) and 1 November (the
day the State was formed). Accordingly, on 1 Nov 2026
the Tamil Development Department held the 'Tamil Nadu
Day' function at the Government Museum, Egmore,
Chennai, attended by ministers including Rajmohan.
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QzetTement (a91LpIT) - NIHSHIHET (IS FeONBIGEBTITT) -

sestesflwm(GLoifl, &)(hH5 5 6v0fl (6T6VeMmevLl GLIMTLLLD)

EhY: 1) efleurid

1 p6u. 1956 LmBl6v LMIFFENLOLILE FLLLD 1956 {LD6V

- Qwmifleurifle GClgesrement WOMHlEVLD

18 2996116V 1967  (LPSHEV6UIT &).6T6IT. SI6TOTETOT TS |6MT
WL MALS SAPHTE QLTS
SywmeTd FLLUGUFeneIUT6L
&(HLOETTH TS [HlevmCeumMLD

14 26vT1. 1969 GlgstTement LOMHl6VLD (GILIWIF LDMTMHME)
FLLID, 1968 - 'sPHI(H' QLW o6y

(Prhemg W 2019: meu. 1'SONPHT(H HT6T (eTLLILImly

(Plg6ey&s6iT Cs. upesilams)l 9iys); 2021: goOen6v 18
((p.&. 6rOLTE0N60T 2 [Tar)

2026 (pyeay 29em6v 18, Heu. 1 - @\ T6vor(h) [HIT6TS (6THLD
ClasmesoTLITLLLD ((p&Hsveury ellgnul, 18
o9em6v 2026)

2026 ellipmw B6U. 1 = 6T(PLOLLT & S(HRISTLEIWLISLD,
ClEssTement (SO euUETTEHS GlemM)

LN edT6vT6BD 1

* euFeVTM|: 1947-6v Glg6tTEmenT LOM&METOTLD; 1950 gn6wT. 26
(PS6L 'GlEesTement OTH6VLD'. QLML LY LTGTT (LY

2 esoresoT TN T&H S S0 2 uNT 85 (198. 1952) LNeor, 1953

318. 1-60 Y BB IBleVd Nl g - Clmg
SigLILIenL U6V 2_(HEUT6DT (P&H6V LOMIH6VLD.

ANDHRA PRADESH

C,I'Eﬁnai

KARNATAKA Tiruttani'e® 7

TAMIL NADU BAY QF BENGAL

KERALAM

e Virudhunagar

SRI LANKA
o Kanyakumari

Chennai (function) - Virudhunagar (Sankaralinganar) -
Kanyakumari, Tiruttani (border struggles)

Point Details

1 Nov 1956 States Reorganisation Act 1956 in force -
linguistic Madras State

18 July 1967 Assembly unanimously passes CM C.N.
Annadurai's resolution for the name "Tamil
Nadu'

14 Jan 1969 Madras State (Alteration of Name) Act, 1968 -
name 'Tamil Nadu' takes effect

Earlier 2019: 1 Nov as 'Tamil Nadu Day' (Edappadi K.

decisions Palaniswami govt); 2021: 18 July (M.K. Stalin
govt)

2026 decision  Both 18 July and 1 Nov celebrated (CM Vijay, 18
July 2026)

2026 function 1 Nov - Government Museum, Egmore,

Chennai (Tamil Development Dept)

Background:

* History: Madras Province in 1947; 'Madras State' from 26
Jan 1950. After Potti Sriramulu died fasting (Dec 1952),
Andhra State was separated on 1 Oct 1953 - the first
State formed on a linguistic basis.



o Qmfleurf]l LM IFTEOLOLIL|: 1948-60 ST YEW6TTLILD
(S.K. &), VP &1 (Cm(m, uGL6v, LILLTL
ggmymenwwm) Clomleurfl wrblevmsensT 2 L Geor
FH&eN606m6v. 1953 FOLIFIEL SI6MLDESLILILL OMTHl6V
LOM|EFTEOLOLIL| QY6M6TITLILD (&6MEVEUIT colIF6V 360);

2 MILIN6TTSH6T C&.6TLD. LI6ToT1 & 851, 6T8.6T60T. (865T6NV(Ih)
1955 Gl&LL. 30-60 M &M 6T HSHE).

o SITFlWevenOLIL]: LMHl6V DM IFFeOLOLIL|EF &FLLLD 1956,
7-6u8) S (HSSLD eLPEVLD 14 LOMH6VIRISET, 6 65T WIL
LGS &6IT 2 (hHeumulest. Li&lw OMHI6VLD HemLDESH6V,
6T6VE06V/CILIWLIT LM MLD - STl WeVenLOLILN6DT 3, 4-
QLD 2 ML &6 (BITLT(EHLO6THE &FLLLD).

o Quuy MHOLU GUTFTLLLD: 6N (H&IBESF SHlwime
FrsredlmsesTTf 'SWIPHTH' Cluwf 2 LuL 12
Camfl&emssEhesTs 1956 08enev 27 (P&6V 76 [HITeT
2 evoTesoT TN THLD @) (HH&I, 1956 8. 13 Sj6TM)
WgImTUN6L 2 uNF ST

SUIPKHTH CISTLIFL: 1956 6T606m6LL
GUTTTLLSS6L OMTa%ev 6. Ch&Lesil Heneveniouiley
&N & TmiFafler Sig&egGen6UrD, CHmeUmeneT,

&6V (56mLD, eN6meumICaIT(h UL L HIS6T
(ssesTesflLm@Loif] meul L 1b), ClFmCamienL
QULLSS6T @(1h LGS SLODESSIL 60T @) enemTbg 6T,
BUL &8 eTeVen6uLl CUITTTLL& 6V (.ClLim.&.)

&5 &665f1 1960-60 @) 60IETTTIHS G|

o Linguistic reorganisation: in 1948 the Dhar Commission
(S.K. Dhar) and the JVP Committee (Nehru, Patel, Pattabhi
Sitaramayya) did not favour immediate linguistic States.
The States Reorganisation Commission set up in Dec
1953 (chairman Fazl Ali; members K.M. Panikkar, H.N.
Kunzru) reported on 30 Sept 1955.

» Constitution: the States Reorganisation Act 1956 and the
7th Amendment created 14 States and 6 Union
Territories. Forming new States or changing
boundaries/names - Articles 3 and 4 (law of Parliament).

» Renaming struggle: Virudhunagar's Sankaralinganar
fasted from 27 July 1956 for 12 demands including the
name 'Tamil Nadu' and died in Madurai on 13 Oct 1956
after 76 days.

Tamil Nadu link: in the 1956 border struggle led by
Marshal A. Nesamony, Travancore's Agastheeswaram,
Thovalai, Kalkulam and Vilavancode taluks (Kanyakumari
district) and part of Shencottah taluk joined Tamil Nadu;
Tiruttani joined in 1960 after the northern border
struggle (Ma.Po.Si.).

U STID: DT Gm&sL, &) Hlutsv Wlesfll (18 eg8emev 2026);
HleoTE5HS), LS Hemevpsnm, LlesTestdLIevLDd (1 Heu. 2026);
NS LT Wi (FrhisFeS) mIg6uTITIT)

Source: DT Next, The News Minute (18 July 2026); Daily Thanthi, Puthiya
Thalaimurai, Minnambalam (1 Nov 2026); Wikipedia (Sankaralinganar)

C\& 65T6M6TT F6BTLOIMIT (8 (205
seneveuly el sy - FICCI-uflesr
2026-27 ‘955 Hevmeveury' (President-
Elect) &u,8 HlwiLo6sTLD

QEFEwS): @S uTE5Hs, C&TLl6L Fhissmigsrflet
ol LenwLiLesr (FICCI) Ca&lwg CQlawm @ 2026 ois.
29 oi6TM)|, C1FETTENETTEM LIS &H606V6NLOUTL DTS

Q& ITEBOTL. FEITLOMIT (8)(LPLOS &HEm6V6UTT NI FhISHEnT
2026-27-&5m60T 'Si(H5S Hemeveu' (President-Elect)
U85 CaIHOSHSS8! 5DCUTSI FICCI 4S5
&|6D650TS HEM6VEUITTE 2_6T6IT 36Ul Heu. 18-19
SieTm| L& Hl6vedluNev memLGlLm b FICCI oy e50T(HIL
QLTS8 8 (LD, 6vT(h) LMHIL(H&EL LNME
SMHCLTENSH W SHEM6V6UIT S60TTHE
Camwmis el (Hbg ClummiGumuTy.

Chennai's Sanmar Group Chairman Vijay
Sankar named FICCI President-Elect for
2026-27

News: On 29 Oct 2026 the National Executive
Committee of the Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (FICCI) named Vijay Sankar,
Chairman of the Chennai-based Sanmar Group, as
'President-Elect’ for 2026-27. Currently FICCI Senior Vice
President, he will take over from President Anant Goenka
after FICCI's Annual General Meeting and Annual
Convention on 18-19 Nov in New Delhi.



@ Elr Sl Ca e ANDHRA PRADESH

e —— stsr’mm- KARNATAKA d e.’}a i
- L i o Mettur e Cuddalore

afGLT TAMIL NADU BAY GQF BENGAL

G y6ITLd KERALAM

Blevmiens SRI LANKA

O\ F6BT6mI63T (F6BTLOIMI HEMEVENLOWISLD) - GLOL B, HLEVITH Chennai (Sanmar HQ) - Mettur, Cuddalore (Chemplast plants)

(QsIDLIETTOVL 24,6516V 8561T)

EhY: ) efleuryLd Point Details
ugeil FICCI 9(h58 semeveuly (President-Elect) Position FICCI President-Elect 2026-27; now Senior Vice
2026-27; 5MGLING)| FPSHS SI60650T5 President
&60)6V6UIT
Wpig6y FICCI Ca&lw& Glewm @ - 29 &48. 2026 | Decision FICCI National Executive Committee - 29 Oct
2026
QumMILIGUML] Y etoT(HILI QL& EH (LD, LIHT(H (18-19 Takes over After AGM & Convention (18-19 Nov 2026, New
B6U. 2026, L& £16060]) - S6THS Delhi) - succeeds Anant Goenka
CamumsTe| s @ L 6T
F6OTLOITIY Cl&65TEm6TT — FEFMWIETTRIS6IT, FIMLIL] Sanmar Chennai - chemicals, specialty chemicals,
(5(LL1D JETWLIESTRISET, GlUmmluNwiey, 6Too(s) Group engineering, steel foundries, shipping
SUMTLILISMISET, SLILI6V CLITE &6UTSHE)
N QummILi]  Q&bLeTTeVL 6T [Hlm) 66T Other role Chairman, Chemplast Sanmar Ltd
&HE516V6UIT
FICCI 1927-60 QIHTLESLD; &H6DEVENLOWISHLD L|F| FICCI Founded 1927; HQ New Delhi (Federation
$16060) (coCILILCTaKEIT M6 6iv); 2027-60 House); centenary in 2027
BTbmmesor(h)
LN esT6BT6TBA: Background:
eueumm): FICCI 1927-60 O\STLRISILLLE]; &F History: FICCI was set up in 1927; Sir Purshottamdas
L(HCOMTEHSLOSTEN ST(&HTSHT6N, &l.1g. LNFeur Thakurdas and G.D. Birla were among its founders. Both
S BICWITT 45 68T [HM)|6LI6TTTE (ETH6IT S LBI(8)6U . Thakurdas and Birla signed the 1944 'Bombay Plan'.

STGTSTEV, KNFeom @ (HeumHd 1944 'LbLITLUIS
HILLSHH6V' &6\ W (PSS L6UTEHET.

CummerTsmyw: @b&Hlwmaller WPeHE WS GlgmLflen Economy: India's main industry chambers - FICCI (1927),
ol LenliLgeT - FICCI (1927), ASSOCHAM (1920, mm(h ASSOCHAM (1920, set up by chambers from across India)
(P (LREUBI(LPEITET 6UTESHEHE FhlSMmISEITTEV and CII (Confederation of Indian Industry). They are non-
SiemwSSLILLLG]), CII (@B W GlgmLflev government, not-for-profit bodies that voice industry
galLenloliL). @eneu r&leir C&meTens views in policy-making.

2 (HEUTESHSHS16V CISTLI6LEHIEMMUINGDT & (HSHenS
T(HSSH160T8 G0 HT& FTTT, @evru CHr&ssmHm
S{6EMLOLIL| 6.



o SMlafwiev: GCeTmy-4608560] Cl&mLfledlsy 2 L&
&0 JFenev (brine) W6TTTMHLIEHSHSHTEV &HITeNV1g8
GamLm (NaOH), gGsmmiflesT, smem LIy g0 66T
&levLsdlesTment. er&Sl656T + (5 Cemmiflestled) (mH &)
eflemertev (GGemmenT(h seMemmLiLlg (VCM) swimifls g,
Siem& LI LisvLigima&lestmsv PVC (LmeSleflenestsv
&Cemmenr(h) HleMLESHIMG| - (SHLPMUISET, &L

2 6mM&6II6L LILIGHT.

SUIPHT(H CISITLITL|: F6TLOM (8§ (LPLOLD
ClFstTen6sTEn WIS H6M6VEMLOUIL LTSS 6 TEBITLS).
315607 O\SLDLISTTEVL. &F63TLOM [H)M)|6160TE 518 (&5
srellifle senruileysmer CLL (T (CF6vLb WML LLD),
SLEVTT U HW @)L migerflev FamwiesT, PVC Sy6m6086iT
2 sitement. GLOL (5T f6mever (eVLTesTeV) [57856HE81D)
1934-6V HL1g (PIYSHSLILILLS].

QY STTLD: @\6ToTIe T HluLe, FGleusTLFAQS - 8. 30, 2026; ficci.in
(sugsurm))

(3 'Gleumn) s 6rfliy g1, [H) eueTFLILS
S LIb": ¥109.75 Gaimig 5158 (H) -
eeiye L LG SHsenens CEimbs 30,000
Cu(mH &S H6vIT 5 Gleusiterrm(h)/
Q&wwmMwim), 100% mesflwi

Q&) 2026-27 Hl(HHSH W LLCIZL 196V (4,8. 2026)
B1&) e EEI 6T60T. OIflW eflevasst HMleN&Hs
'Cleumm) a6l g h eusTILILS S LEHEHI5HE'
¥109.75 Gamig hlyeumss, Hl&) 6oL &6V eULPMmIS)
51L& & SiFFTenest Cleusflui L g (QFwis):
318. 31, 2026). 2enysLI LGS S61160 6umpLD eumlwl
M &LD6ILIETITE6IT, Y &HTeUMM CILIETITE6T,
&(HHHRINSHH6T, &H)(HHLDLINGST,

LrHM|SS MesTTerla6rT erest sLomy 30,000

& (&S WITESTOUTE (6Th & (&S SV 5 GleusTsrm(h &6
316V6V8)| GlgwWLMIWT({HlEsT 100% WresflwgSHlev
(@e6veusLTs) aupmISLILI(HILD.

o Science: in the chlor-alkali industry, electrolysis of brine
gives caustic soda (NaOH), chlorine and hydrogen. Vinyl
chloride monomer (VCM), made from ethylene and
chlorine, is polymerised into PVC (polyvinyl chloride) -
used in pipes and cable sheathing.

Tamil Nadu link: the Sanmar Group is headquartered in
Chennai. Its company Chemplast Sanmar has chemical
and PVC plants at Mettur (Salem district) on the Cauvery
and at Cuddalore. Mettur Dam (Stanley Reservoir) was
completed in 1934.

Source: Indica News, EventFAQs - 30 Oct 2026; ficci.in (history)

'Vetri Magalir Goat Rearing Scheme':
¥109.75 crore sanctioned - five goats/sheep
each to 30,000 rural beneficiaries at 100%
subsidy

News: The Tamil Nadu Government issued an order
giving administrative and financial sanction of ¥109.75
crore for the 'Vetri Magalir Goat Rearing Scheme',
announced by Finance Minister N. Marie Wilson in the
2026-27 Revised Budget (Aug 2026) (reported 31 Oct
2026). About 30,000 eligible people in rural areas -
destitute widows, deserted women, transgender women
and men, and persons with disabilities - will each get
five goats or sheep at 100% subsidy (free).



& 6616011 4, (H &H61T - HLONLDIBTL 19657
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3|LD&FLD efleuryid

S LD Gleumm) a6l i H eueTFLLg SHILLLD -
2026-27
@51585H ¥109.75 Gamg (ULGIL omlafiifev
&Lomy ¥110 Camiy)
uweostmerflgeir &My 30,000 - 26am78 eupjlul
608D 6ILIGTITS6IT, QY SHTEUDM ClLIETITS6T,
SH(HBHEIOSS6T, H(HBLLNSET,
LrHmISS mestmerf &6
LIwiest &H6VIT 5 GleusT6TT(H &6 B{6V6V)
GlEbwmwmhlseT - 100% wresflwid
Mlelliy 2026-27 S (HSHSW LILGIL - H&)
SIEMLEET 6T60T. IFlW e960&65T (8. 2026)
gl6mm &mTeLHenL LFTIfILILS glemm
LN edT6vTEBHA:

o QUMmHETTSTITLD: &4 (h) eUETITLIL| (BNMIHS (P&HESL 196V,
6uM6BITL Hl6VS SV OlFWILISEa gLl 6UTLDEUTSTIFLD;
ST GMMHS CLUIFFn6VI|LD @enm&FIIms
LOMHMILD. HSesTTeV GleusiTerm(h) 'eFenLpuilesT Lig'
sTeoTLILI(H &M &)
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Home areas of TN native breeds - Kanni Adu (southern

districts), Mecheri/Salem Black (Salem)

Point Details

Scheme

Vetri Magalir Goat Rearing Scheme - 2026-27

Allocation ¥109.75 crore (about 110 crore in the Budget

announcement)

About 30,000 - rural destitute widows, deserted
women, transgender persons, persons with
disabilities

Beneficiaries

Benefit 5 goats or sheep each - 100% subsidy

Announced 2026-27 Revised Budget - Finance Minister N.
Marie Wilson (Aug 2026)

Department  Animal Husbandry Department

Background:

» Economy: goat rearing is a low-investment livelihood
possible even on dry land; goats turn poor grazing into
meat, which is why the goat is called the 'poor man's

cow.



o rmEd) BlmieusTrigseT: ICAR-&HSH W GleusTsmm(h)
SLTmEd Blimieuestid (CIRG) - L&GTLD, WGITT (2-.19.);
WS W GlEbwm), sl oy Fmiigs BimielesTD -
SIeN&sTHST (FTevsTeT); CoHE W allevmi(s, LoFL euer
enwLiL] (NBAGR) - &J6oTiT6ev.

o SiMlaflwiev: 'Gluevl GlLen GlULigl 6rv erpLSlesTadTL 610"
(PPR - 'y (h& Glamsitemer GrmUlL') GleueTsmm(h),
ClEbLMIWTLELE &TEEGLW sneuysn Grmil; 2030-

& (86T 2608 i6mallev Lflss FAO, WOAH @608 (8.
&reumenL CBIs ShHILILLE - STevmHenL LFTFILILS
SlenmuNesr (& &IwLt Liessfl.

IRBIGH CSTLTL: 56pss5S6r B ()
GleusTemmL(h) @)6TrRIS6T — SetT6nf] 2y, (h)

(B BEBeGaES), HTHS15G 1. Nl (BSIHET), ClsTly
a4 (h), Geeuid &(HLIL; GFWLN) @6oTd - CogCeifl
(GgeuLd). 2emyEHL1 ClLIETITS (6THESTEIT @)6VELFSs
SMen6ULl Ligr, i(h 6ULpmIEGLD LD 2011-60

QB TLRISLILILL&)|.

USHTTD: HleoTEHSHE), eT@HHWT SLOID, eSlsL 60T - B18. 31, 2026;
DT Qm&s6iLl (5 o8. 2026, LULGIgL); FAO o5 iflsiv (getTesf] oy (h))

O BRHMS5EH5 S eThymes
umeSlwev (mm (CuraGem)
6ULDE (8,5 (6TH8 (S, 26 L|H\wl FlmLiL]
b 6esTHmIG 6T - T46.59 Gssmiy; 4
NDPS 155 L065TMD %185 (6THLD: (P& 6V6U I}
eflgg 2 5576

QEF IS (5)L01HEM &8 (6THEs (&) TS TT6sT LITeSIWI6n
GDORs6NeS) (HHE LITgI&TEEWw &FLLLD, 2012
(POCSO) suLps G &snerT WL (HW ellemflas 12 4w
L BHeTmmIssT, 14 Fa(hgsv FmLiL
B&LO6TTMMISET 6T6oT 26 [HHILDETMMIGHEn6T T46.59
Camgulley Siem&s (PHeveu &. GeomeLl allgul
2 557609 (H), SiFgmenst CleusluiliLlLg) (Clewis):
meu. 1, 2026). sMHGLTE| 22 CUTsGeT FlmLiL
BEDETMRISET GlFwesvLI(h&lesTmert; 4 ellemnrallsy
GlEwesvLI(HIb. @eummiL6tT 47 ST6eL6v
LOTEUL L MG EThE(S CIDMSHSLD 52 FIMLiL|
BEHILDETTMMISET @) (HE (& LD. GLOEY|LD,
GumengLIGILM(H6T (NDPS) 61108 (88 (6THE (88
SMEhFIYTLD, &)(mHeusiTesriy, GousuITflév H6VIT 6o(TH
FoLiy BEeTM (LD, O\F6sTEn6sTUN6L 62(TF For(h)&H6V
BEDETM (LD Siem&SLILIHID (HHCUTE] 11).

» Research institutes: ICAR-Central Institute for Research
on Goats (CIRG) - Makhdoom, Mathura (UP); Central
Sheep and Wool Research Institute - Avikanagar
(Rajasthan); National Bureau of Animal Genetic
Resources (NBAGR) - Karnal.

» Science: Peste des Petits Ruminants (PPR - 'goat plague')
is a viral disease of goats and sheep; FAO and WOAH aim
to eradicate it globally by 2030. Vaccination against
livestock diseases is a key task of the Animal Husbandry
Department.

Tamil Nadu link: Tamil Nadu's native goat breeds -
Kanni Adu (Tirunelveli, Thoothukudi, Virudhunagar), Kodi
Adu, Salem Black; sheep breed - Mecheri (Salem). A free
milch cow and goat scheme for rural women was
launched in 2011.

Source: Daily Thanthi, Oneindia Tamil, Vikatan - 31 Oct 2026; DT Next (5
Aug 2026, Budget); FAO AGRIS (Kanni Adu)

26 new special courts for POCSO cases -
%46.59 crore; 4 more NDPS courts too: CM
Vijay orders

News: CM C. Joseph Vijay ordered 26 courts - 12 new
special courts and 14 additional special courts - at
¥46.59 crore to try only cases under the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, and a
G.0. was issued (reported 1 Nov 2026). Now 22 POCSO
special courts function and 4 more will start soon; with
these there will be 52 special courts for the 47 police
districts. In addition, for drug (NDPS) cases, one special
court each will come up in Kancheepuram, Tiruvallur and
Vellore and one additional court in Chennai (11 exist
now).
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POCSO 26 (12 ygHlwemeu + 14 Fa(h&H6v) - T46.59
b&lwesTmmIgsT Csmy; remensssr Gleuerflui(h)

5mHGUTens W 22 QFwevumLigev; 4 aflenTallsy -

blemev CIr& S 52 (47 &MEL6V LDTEUL L MHIGSEIT)

NDPS s0O6urg| 11; UH &S 4 - &MERFIYTLD,

IBHID6sTOMRISET  &)(HeueTeshT, Cousuy, Cl&FetTemest
(FablB6v)

POCSO &L LD 2012; 'GLHMS' - 18 US55
&L LeU; Umedlestd ETFLUMME]

2 5576 Wpaeveury &. Comall a9l - ClEwis) 1
beu. 2026

LN esT6UTETOM:

gLLLD: POCSO &LLLD 2012 BeU. 14 (PH6V {06016V

2 eiteng. Lifley 28-6TLIlg, 2 WY HEIDETTME &6M6EVEBILD
B&HLSlenWw s SH6vbHHTCELITHF &G, M6V HT&

66U GleUM(TH LOMEUL L& G)|8 (G 61 SLoT6y

BTN HEOSHEF 'FImLIL BHI06TMHOTS" Mlad & (& LD.
6ULDEENS @)UIGTMEUERIT R T6ToT(h &5 (56T (P98
Geuevot(Hd (L9ifley 35). 2019 Sl(HSHH LD &(HlemLowlmest

(&MDMDIS(6THE (S, LOITETIT S650TL6DI6TT 6L 6ULPMISIWIS).

SiTFlwevemoLiL: 2 ML 15(3) - Cluevsrsse,
BLHEDS S EHSEF FIMLIL FHUM(HE6T GClauiw
STESHE ASHSTTLD; 2 ML 39(f) - GLpHenSH&Hen6Ts
&yeseTL6S1e0) (Hh & &MEHSH60 (eULPSTL(H G\BM));

2 ML 39A - @eveuss FLL 2 6.
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New NDPS special courts - Chennai, Kancheepuram, Tiruvallur,
Vellore

POCSO courts 26 (12 new + 14 additional) - ¥46.59 crore; G.O.

issued
Current 22 working; 4 soon - total 52 (47 police
status districts)

NDPS courts 11 now; 4 new - Kancheepuram, Tiruvallur,
Vellore, Chennai (additional)

POCSO Act 2012; 'child' - below 18 years; gender-neutral
Order CM C. Joseph Vijay - reported 1 Nov 2026
Background:

Law: the POCSO Act has been in force since 14 Nov 2012.
Under Section 28, the State Government, in consultation
with the Chief Justice of the High Court, designates a
Court of Session in each district as a 'Special Court'. Trials
should be completed, as far as possible, within one year
(Section 35). The 2019 amendment allowed up to the
death penalty for aggravated offences.

Constitution: Article 15(3) - State may make special
provisions for women and children; Article 39(f) -
protecting children from exploitation (Directive Principle);
Article 39A - free legal aid.



o GUTenELICILIM(H6T FLLLD: GLITENS LD(HHSISH6T,
LGesrmelwev ClLm(mem&s6T &LLLb (NDPS) 1985. 948657
&1 1986-60 SieMWSEHLILILL CLITen&LIGILIM(H6IT
&HLyLU uessflwssid (NCB) - eetTMlW 2 6TT&Hl6mM
SIMDFEFHSHS60T HLP 2_61T6IT 2_F& JLD6VITES
SienLIL. emowl Felest 'aflenyey FmLiL
b&IesTmmISET (FTSC) HILLLD LImedlwey
euatTGl&m(hlemLn, POCSO 6ULD 85 (88 (6Th & TEOTS|.

SUIKHIH CISTLTL: SLp&E &Teusvg|emmullesr
'smeuev 2 gell' (Kaaval Uthavi) Glewed) epeuLd ojeugiy
Crrss6v 6T O15T(H&H6e06v &mesugemmasE SOS
TEFIflEHEEMS SIED)|LILIGVTLD — GILIETITES6IT, (§LPMHED&HE6TT
UMSISTLILEE 2 &e. L|glwl NDPS B&LesTmmise6r
SMEHEFIYTLD, &)(HeueTeehy, GCeuany, GCl&stTemerTulen
SI6MLDE 6T M 6.

o Drug law: Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act, 1985. The Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB),
set up under it in 1986, is the apex enforcement agency
under the Union Home Ministry. The Centre's 'Fast Track
Special Courts' (FTSC) scheme is for rape and POCSO
cases.

Tamil Nadu link: Tamil Nadu Police's 'Kaaval Uthavi' app
lets users send an SOS alert to the police in an
emergency - useful for the safety of women and
children. The new NDPS courts come up in
Kancheepuram, Tiruvallur, Vellore and Chennai.

Source: Daily Thanthi, ETV Bharat, Oneindia Tamil, Tamil Janam - 1 Nov
2026; POCSO Act 2012 (indiacode.nic.in); Vikaspedia (Kaaval Uthavi)

SBTID: SlsshE), ETV LTS, @er@bEWT s, S0 gerd -
meu. 1, 2026; POCSO &L L1b 2012 (indiacode.nic.in); eN&merviSiguim
(BMEU6L 2 FHai)

56016V60LDEF ClFWEVEHEH)6V (LPSH6evally
Heneveniouilev 'sL0pF FmIsILD';
T |V |6U6VEMIS6II6L 6UTITLD 6R(IF
IHITEIT LOITL| QL 6VIL: S{6DINDEFEFIT
prGomssest SMlaLiL]

Q&) 2026 mev. 1 6T Cl&F68TERn 6T 6T(LPLDLLIT
ST H(HRISTLFIWSSSH6V HenLolLMM 'SLIDHT(H
BI6T afpredlsy, SO eueTfad), LsTeflsasval,
ClEFWISH-096TDLITS &I6MM HeMWESF] FTeRGLOmEs 60T
S\ eueTTEFS glenm FMFLlev HMlelsaeemneu: (1)
(PS6V6UF6EIT LEMETTTLILIG H6M6V6NLEF GlF W8S H60
'SL01LpE FHIGLD' eMESLILI(HID; FMHol&esTGou 2 66T
FRISMHIGET @6V 69 (IHHIH6m 6508 & LILI(HID; (LPSH6V6UIT
NI @)&60T HEMEVEUTTE @\ (HLILITH. (2) HT&
SIVI6U6VSMISEITIEV 6UITTLD 6(Ih BITET 'LOITL| Sy6mL
BmeT - Geullg-FLenL, Gaemev CLITESTM DL

QDL EET 6tafleugy). (3) 2-6V85 SN IHT(H
Bevor(HILb SHLEILD LD6sITEBEI 160 Q1 SHTLMIS) 2 60V & 6T Lisy
L& &61fl6v BLESLILIHID.

'Tamil Sangam' at the Secretariat headed by
the CM; weekly traditional-dress day in govt
offices: Minister Rajmohan

News: At the 'Tamil Nadu Day' function at the
Government Museum, Egmore, Chennai on 1 Nov 2026,
Rajmohan, Minister for Tamil Development, School
Education and Information & Publicity, announced on
behalf of the Tamil Development Department: (1) on the
CM's order a 'Tamil Sangam' will be set up at the
Secretariat, merging the existing associations, with CM
Vijay as its president; (2) a weekly 'traditional dress day'
in government offices - wearing traditional dress such as
veshti-shirt or saree; (3) the World Tamil Conference will
again be started on Tamil soil and held in many parts of
the world.
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ANDHRA PRADESH

KARNATAKA

TAMIL NADU BAY.OF BENGAL

e Thanjavur

KERALAM
e Madurai

SRI LANKA

Chennai (Secretariat, Fort St. George) - Madurai (Fourth Tamil
Sangam, 1901)

Point Details

Announced 1 Nov 2026 - Tamil Nadu Day function,
Government Museum, Egmore, Chennai

Minister Rajmohan - Tamil Development, School

Education, Information & Publicity

Tamil Sangam At the Secretariat; president - CM; existing

associations merged

Traditional Veshti-shirt one day a week in govt offices
dress day

World Tamil To restart on Tamil soil and be held worldwide
Conference

Background:

 History - Sangams: per the commentary on Iraiyanar
Akapporul, the First Sangam was at Then Madurai, the
Middle at Kapadapuram and the Last at Madurai. The
'Fourth Tamil Sangam' was started by Pandithurai Thevar,
zamindar of Palavanatham, on 14 Sept 1901 at
Sethupathi High School, Madurai; it ran the journal
'Senthamizh' and the 'Pandiyan Puthaga Salai' library.



o @eua&IWLD: GG TEVSTLILNWLD - @\65Tm)| &6vL & (&L
WBlaL Lenpw SLOILD @608 8650 HIT6V (6T(LDE G, GI&FT6Y,
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S0P 2004-60 @ MBS WTeS6sT (PSH6L ClFLGILMPlwTs
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° 2 6085 SWILP THT(HSET: (P&HeL MHT(H 1966 -
GasmevmeudLLT (LGev&FIWIT); 2-6ug) 1968 - GClFstTEmenT;
5-615| 1981 - gl6nT; 8-6ug| 1995 - &EH&TELT. 2010-60
Cameneuuiley '2_60&& GlEL6ILMPIS SO LTHT(H
BHEOLGILMMS)|.

* QITFlWeVenOLIL|: 2 M|LIL] 345 - LOMHl6VEF FLLIDETMLD
6T H6V6VG| LI6V CIDMLH&HEn6T MTHl6V Bi6)|61160
CMHWITE FMEEVITD. H&65TLILY 'SLOLDHT(H Si6)I6116D
Cmf& FLLLD, 1956' HLOEMLY i6VI6116V
ComflursElwg). 2 miiL 343 - ¢etTm) WS & 60T
SI8VI6U6L GIMLY); 2 ML 348 - 2_&&/2 wif H&LDesTm
GlomLhl.

SUIPHT(H CIBSTLIL: SIS &Hen6venLos
ClFwevsLd GlEssTenest Lies g eomysy GamienLulley
QuEIGEMGI. B eueTIFHS Hlemm FH61D

S LAGTYE CFweoms s, HLOIPMIEhT o) (HSIS6T,
SLOILD UeTTEFIS S LMIGHD6TS &H616tilESmE).
&(EHFTELT SLOIPLI LIVSEn6VSHE8 LD 1981-60

QB TLRISLILILL ).

o Literature: Tolkappiyam is the oldest extant Tamil
grammar (three books - Ezhuthu, Sol, Porul). Nannool (by
Pavanandi Munivar) is a later grammar. Tamil was
declared India's first classical language in 2004.

* World Tamil Conferences: the 1st in 1966 - Kuala Lumpur
(Malaysia); 2nd 1968 - Chennai; 5th 1981 - Madurai; 8th
1995 - Thanjavur. The 'World Classical Tamil Conference'
was held at Coimbatore in 2010.

» Constitution: Article 345 - a State Legislature may adopt
one or more languages as the State's official language;
under it the Tamil Nadu Official Language Act, 1956
made Tamil the official language. Article 343 - official
language of the Union; Article 348 - language of the
Supreme Court/High Courts.

Tamil Nadu link: the Tamil Nadu Secretariat functions at
Fort St. George, Chennai. The Tamil Development
Department handles implementation of Tamil as the
official language, awards for Tamil scholars and Tamil
development schemes. Tamil University, Thanjavur, was
started in 1981.

Source: Daily Thanthi, Puthiya Thalaimurai, Minnambalam, Dinamalar - 1
Nov 2026; Wikipedia (Pandithurai Thevar, World Tamil Conference)

USTTD: HleoTHSHS), LS &H6m60(Lpenm, LOI65TEsTLDLISVLD, &H6BTLO6VIT —
Beu. 1, 2026; eNSEIILT g (LITetoT & 16078 CHeUT, 2 6088 HLOILD

rBT(H)
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Part 2: Weather, States, Archaeology &
Infrastructure
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@mb&Hlw eumesflemsv oy llie] emowid (IMD)
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ClF6tTEn68TE (58 L& (& -61S60TELPECs sLomy 420
&).15. G\gmenevalley, esfl& ) 25 &).L5. Ceus s glev
Gom(&-6ULCLMS&TE HSTHSHGI. HELU. 2 HH S Ten6V
&ellrL Lwevrss (Severe Cyclonic Storm) eueyLiGlLmm),
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SIPla|NISSH6V. @CT UTTSS6L QbS5 T8 SHenTen
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Cyclone 'Murasu' (name from India) forms
in Bay of Bengal; to cross Andhra coast -
heavy rain likely

News: On 1 Nov 2026 the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said a deep depression had
intensified into Cyclonic Storm 'Murasu' over the south-
west and adjoining west-central Bay of Bengal. At 5.30
pm on 1 Nov it lay about 420 km east-south-east of
Chennai, moving west-north-west at 25 km/h. It is
forecast to become a Severe Cyclonic Storm by early 2
Nov and to cross the south Andhra Pradesh coast
between Nellore and Narsapur, near Ongole (Prakasam
district), between 11.30 pm on 2 Nov and 4 am on 3 Nov,
with winds of 100-110 km/h gusting to 120 km/h. A
cyclone alert covers the Andhra coast and the adjoining
north Tamil Nadu coast; north Tamil Nadu districts
including Chennai are on heavy-rain alert and fishermen
have been told not to venture into the sea. It is the
second cyclone to threaten the Andhra coast within a
week (the first, 'Arnab’, crossed near Narsapur on 28
Oct).
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Cyclone Murasu - forecast landfall zone Nellore-Narsapur (near
Ongole); Chennai - heavy-rain alert

Details

Name Murasu - contributed by India; the traditional
Tamil drum

Became 1 Nov 2026 - SW & adjoining west-central Bay

cyclone of Bengal (from a deep depression)

Landfall Night of 2-3 Nov; between Nellore and

(forecast) Narsapur, near Ongole; as a severe cyclonic
storm

Wind 100-110 km/h, gusting to 120 km/h

Tamil Nadu Cyclone alert for north TN coast; heavy-rain
alert for districts incl. Chennai; fishermen told
not to go to sea

Previous 'Arnab’ (from Bangladesh) - crossed near

cyclone Narsapur on 28 Oct

Background:

Structure: the calm, often clear centre of a cyclone is the
‘eye' - usually a few tens of kilometres across. The
surrounding 'eye wall' has the strongest winds and
heaviest rain; outside lie spiral rain bands. As the eye
passes, a brief lull is followed by violent winds from the
opposite direction.
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WBlWmesTLon eupmidslw Gluw) Luwiey &b r&He 6o
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2026 - j|jeoTLI)

» Storm surge: the cyclone's strong winds and low
pressure pile sea water abnormally high and push it into
low-lying coasts - a leading cause of cyclone deaths. It is
worse along the Bay of Bengal's shallow, funnel-shaped
coasts.

» Geography: Nellore city stands on the Penna (North
Pennar) river, which rises in the Nandi Hills of Karnataka
- Tamil Nadu's Thenpennai (South Pennar) also rises in
the Nandi Hills. Ongole (Prakasam district) is home of the
famous Ongole cattle breed. Narsapur is near the
Vasishta Godavari branch of the Godavari delta.

* The north-east monsoon season (Oct-Dec) is also the Bay
of Bengal's main cyclone season. Even when such storms
cross Andhra Pradesh, their cloud bands bring heavy rain
to north Tamil Nadu.

Tamil Nadu link: 'Murasu' is a Tamil name contributed
by India. In Dec 2023, Cyclone 'Michaung' (name from
Myanmar) crossed near Bapatla in Andhra Pradesh on 5
Dec, but earlier, on 3-4 Dec, it flooded Chennai -
showing that storms crossing Andhra can still hit north
Tamil Nadu. This time too, north Tamil Nadu districts
including Chennai are on heavy-rain alert.

Source: IMD bulletins via Minnambalam, ANI, The Hans India, OmmCom
News (1 Nov 2026); ap7am (28 Oct 2026 - Arnab)
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Kerala: bars told to strictly enforce the ban
on liquor sale to under-23s and check age
proof

News: In Kerala, selling liquor to anyone under 23 is
already banned under the Abkari Act (the age has been
23 since 2017). On 30 Oct 2026 Excise Minister M. Liju
ordered bars to enforce this strictly and to serve liquor
only after checking the Aadhaar card or other age proof
of any customer who appears to be under 23; bars that
violate the rule will face stringent action. The move
follows the 11 Oct crash at Nedumbassery near Kochi, in
which a car driven by a 19-year-old - reportedly drunk
after visiting three bars - hit a scooter, killing three
youngsters aged about 21; the Excise Department
booked the three bars.

ARABIAN SEA BAY OF BENGAL

‘}Nedun\mbasser.y ﬁ

‘o .

\o\,Thiruvananthapuram g
INDIAN OCEAN %

Kerala - Nedumbassery (near Kochi, crash site) -

Thiruvananthapuram (capital)
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Point Details

Law Kerala Abkari Act, 1077 (Kollam era) - Sections
15A, 15B (age-23 limit)

Age-limit 18 —» 21 (Feb 2013 ordinance) - 23 (Abkari

history (Amendment) Ordinance No. 38 of 2017, 21
Dec 2017)

30 Oct 2026 Excise Minister M. Liju - check Aadhaar/age

order proof whenever in doubt

Trigger 11 Oct 2026 - Nedumbassery (near Kochi)

crash; 3 killed; 3 bars booked

Constitution State List Entry 8 - intoxicating liquors; Entry

51 - excise on alcoholic liquor; Article 47 -
prohibition (Directive Principle)

Background:

« Constitution: Entry 8 of the State List (Seventh Schedule)
- 'intoxicating liquors: production, manufacture,
possession, transport, purchase and sale'. So each State
sets its own minimum age (Kerala 23, Tamil Nadu 21).
Alcoholic liquor for human consumption is outside GST;
the excise on it (Entry 51) is a major State revenue.

« Directive Principle: Article 47 - besides raising nutrition,
living standards and public health, the State shall
endeavour to prohibit the consumption, except for
medicinal purposes, of intoxicating drinks and drugs
injurious to health. Prohibition, village panchayats (Art.
40), cottage industries (Art. 43) and cow-slaughter ban
(Art. 48) are classed as 'Gandhian principles'.

» Dry States: Gujarat has had total prohibition since its
formation in 1960 (continuing the Bombay Prohibition
Act, 1949). Bihar - since April 2016; Nagaland - since
1989; Mizoram re-imposed prohibition in 2019.

» Legal gap: giving liquor to a child under 18 is punishable
under Section 77 of the Juvenile Justice Act, 2015; but in
Aug 2026 the Kerala Excise Department said it lacks
power to prosecute under that Act.
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Tamil Nadu link: the minimum age to buy/drink liquor
in Tamil Nadu is 21. In May 2026 the State reaffirmed
this limit, and CM Vijay ordered closure of 717 TASMAC
shops within 500 m of places of worship, educational
institutions and bus stands. History: C. Rajagopalachari's
(Rajaji) Madras Presidency government first introduced
prohibition in Salem district in 1937.

Source: Onmanorama (30 Oct 2026), Deccan Chronicle (13 Oct 2026);
Onmanorama (13 Aug 2026); PRS - Kerala Abkari (Amendment)
Ordinance 38/2017; Deccan Herald (20 Feb 2013); Siasat, Business Today
(14 May 2026)

Mekedatu dam 'at a decisive stage’, says
Karnataka CM; lower riparian Tamil Nadu
keeps opposing

News: Karnataka CM D.K. Shivakumar said on 31 Oct
2026 that the Mekedatu balancing reservoir across the
Cauvery had reached a 'decisive stage'. About 2,500
acres of alternative land have so far been identified to
compensate for forest land to be submerged (a
committee headed by the Mandya Deputy
Commissioner); about 500 acres of farmers' land will be
used, and land acquisition will begin soon. Noting that
Karnataka must release about 177 TMC to Tamil Nadu
each year, he said the reservoir would store about 66
TMC. Tamil Nadu continues to oppose it, saying it
violates the Cauvery Tribunal award and Supreme Court
orders and that Karnataka cannot build it without its
consent.
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Mekedatu (Cauvery-Arkavathi confluence) - Hogenakkal (entry
into TN) - Mettur dam - Bengaluru

Point

Site

Project (2019
DPR)

Submergence

Supreme
Court
(13.11.2025)

Shares (2018
verdict)

DIETS

Ontigondlu near Mekedatu (‘goat's leap');
Cauvery-Arkavathi confluence; Kanakapura
taluk, Bengaluru South district; about 4 km
from the TN border

67.16 TMC storage; 4.75 TMC drinking water for
Bengaluru; 400 MW hydropower; about ¥9,000
crore

About 5,000 ha - mostly forest land, including
part of Cauvery Wildlife Sanctuary

TN's pleas 'premature’; DPR to be examined by
CWC, CWMA, CWRC; TN may challenge any
CWC approval

TN 404.25, Karnataka 284.75, Kerala 30,
Puducherry 7 TMC; 177.25 TMC at Biligundlu
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2007): Qlomg s b 740 1g.6T1D.&). - HLOPHT(H 419,
SJBILSLW 270, Caiyerd 30, g &Caf] 7,
FHNIFESLNIEES 10, 5LYISGS S60l]&68 (PlWing
GleusNGuMMLD 4.

o 2 &5 BFHesTmLD (9L, 16, 2018): HEFHTLESHSHI5E
14.75 19.6T1D.&). Ha(h &6V (ClLIMISesTH(H (&9 BT, Hlevs sl
B 65T &160) - HLONDIBITL L9 60T LiMki(g) 404.25 Lg.6TLD.&.
255 GODHSSI; 160l evor(bHlgeilsy opevar(hls (S,
177.25 g.6110.&). eN\(HaN &8 Geustor(hd. HFLienLIE
ClewevL(h6s 'sTeallif] B Cevmessreniog &L LD,
2018'-6t1 &L TN 517 GLOEVTETITERNLD Y,6m60TLILD
(CWMA), smaflifl B emisTmmIs &)W (CWRC) eg8e6st
2018-60 6MLDESHLILILL6DT.

o SIFFlWevenOLIL]: 2 MLl 262 -

LMhleVmIS (EThESlemLuNsvmest S BTS
SSTTM|H606TS S8 BHTLM(ETHLOGITMLD FLLLD
@WMMELITLD; H&HSHENSHW SHSHTTMISH6l6v 2 F&
BSIDETMLD 2 LLIL 6TH& [HSI6TM(LPLD Hemevusl&s
LT 6T60T6LLD 6U6D)TWLIM|E&H6VITLD. 6R6sTMIWIL

UL igwiev Ligley 56 - LOMIHl6V k& (6TH& & 6mL U6V m6sT
QLM S6TTI60T 62(LDMI (& (LPEmM; MBIV LILIgU16y Ligley
17 - 1B1.

o yelullwev: smellifl &FHTLESSH 60T (GL(S)
reUl L& SHlev NS wenevuNsyisiTer
H6mev&&Tallflulley CameTmIS Mm&).
&(meapsworyregnsy, sl (Carems e
EUWIBTL 1960 CHTETMLD &I6METITWITM]) 265 650TSHEDI6TE
&LHG|, NG evor(hsy euflwinss &(HoLfl meULLLD
@Ca60TE: 56060160 HLONLPBITL (H& &6 HIEOWHSI,

Gl BT Henessrenw (eVLTesTed) I5785CHE LD, 1934)
SIMLEIMG|. (P&CI&MDLI6L &meilifl-Cl&meiTsrflLLD
ereoTLl LNIflB&), LpOLSTIf16V 6UMhIS & &L 60160
H6VSHEIMG).

SUIKBIH CISTLFL: STelf] CILEVLT (5(EHSTaLT,
&\(HEUTHT, HT&LILILIQ6STLD) LOTEUL L Mg 6T 60T
GMIEM6U, FLOUIT MG L8 E STHILELD 69(HellsE)Wn
BCT SglILenL. CLOSSH TS| 3{6D6TIT &ITHITL &S 66T
sLHuurLmHm Brufgligd u@dHuNedmnal
SBIDBTL(HSE b BCITLLESMSS 5b 6 ED
TEOTLIS| SLOLPSHSHS\6T 6UMSHLD. 2 F& [HSHLDESTMLD
STBTLES S| EHS &60T6vi156MFWITerT &L (HLomest
SIS BULPMISEN6V6M6V 6T60TM)] SHLOILPS T8
796emev 2026-6V Gl flaNSH&S. Lg&HIFCEFWLD
(smen & &Tev) DPR-23 6TH &S S

Background:

« History: the Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal (CWDT) was
set up on 2 June 1990 under the Inter-State River Water
Disputes Act, 1956. Its final award (5 Feb 2007): 740 TMC
in all - Tamil Nadu 419, Karnataka 270, Kerala 30,
Puducherry 7, environment 10, inevitable escape to sea
4,

» Supreme Court (16 Feb 2018): Karnataka got 14.75 TMC
more (for Bengaluru's drinking water and groundwater),
cutting Tamil Nadu's share to 404.25 TMC; 177.25 TMC a
year must be released at Biligundlu. To implement it, the
Cauvery Water Management Authority (CWMA) and the
Cauvery Water Regulation Committee (CWRC) were set
up in June 2018 under the Cauvery Water Management
Scheme, 2018.

» Constitution: Article 262 - Parliament may by law provide
for adjudicating inter-State river water disputes and may
bar any court, including the Supreme Court, from such
disputes. Union List Entry 56 - regulation of inter-State
rivers; State List Entry 17 - water.

» Geography: the Cauvery rises at Talakaveri in the
Brahmagiri hills of Kodagu, Karnataka. After the KRS and
Kabini (a tributary rising in Wayanad, Kerala) dams, it
flows past Biligundlu, enters Tamil Nadu at Hogenakkal
in Dharmapuri district and reaches Mettur dam (Stanley
Reservoir, 1934). At Mukkombu it splits into the Cauvery
and Kollidam, and joins the Bay of Bengal at Poompuhar.

Tamil Nadu link: kuruvai and samba crops in the
Cauvery delta (Thanjavur, Tiruvarur, Nagapattinam)
depend on water released by Karnataka. Tamil Nadu
argues that Mekedatu would block flows reaching it
from Karnataka's uncontrolled catchment. In July 2026
the State said the Supreme Court has not allowed
Karnataka any unilateral construction. Puducherry
(Karaikal) also opposed the DPR.



2 HTID: IANS (Cemaglwiey Hlulen, 9i8. 31, 2026); 6m6V6U6VT, &) 6|8
soLI6IVL (Bev. 13, 2025 2 && BH6Tm 2 HHT6)); ClLEssmeT
Glamrmev(h (DH Deciphers - SILL elleurid); Hlutsiv (HIGCL (279smev 28,
2026)

HTSLILLI960TLD Si&Lpmilailev 12-94 10
mITHmTessT(H& CEFmpT &imev
BLITRT, Fleusmis) CleuessTa:evs
Flemev a6t &668T6IL (HILIL]

QFWS): BTaLILLGETEHS60 Qs. 3 (PSH6V SLILPHT(H
wrbHlevs & meVeSILIEy Hl6OM HLEHES 6 (HLD
Si&LpmleNsv, &My 1 BLLYT Y Lp&E6v,

SIS (ETHL 60T Searlgll @\Tevor(h) CleuestTaevE Flemevs 6l
&600TGIL (h & LILILL 63T. Y 6BTHSHE &TEBOTL6UES
Camevs&)6v HT6IT(S SRS (EHLEST Falgll HLITSD
(2-wiyb 110 G&.16., Si56vb 100 G&.16.), Hiflumis
Blem6VUN6L @) (I SIS (STHL 60T FleussmLdl LDLO6T (82
Q&.15., 23 Q1&.15.). 2 L6V emLOLIL], 6v0flE6V60T, LT
SlenLILNesT igliLienLuiley @emeu &).L9). 12-g4 b
mITmmTesst(h) (Nhsmevs Campry) Flemevgsit sTest
6U6VEVIBIS6T LOSILILNL (h6iTemsnTy. HLOILD 6UETTEEFS
HIEOM HEOWWEFT Q. TTRCLOTSH6ST 3i8. 30 i6TM)
@LILILBISEMEIT 618610 &6mg 160 GleuerfluilLmiy.
rblevs Glgmeuedlwey HlenmuNesr mladlwisy
SIBLPTILeN6L @)55mME I Cl6L6TITEHE &Fl6m6ev&6iT
SlenLLILig| @ 5Ge (PSH6L (PO 6T6sTE

gamLLbE M. FlemsvgssT Goudulwiev
UTSISTUL&ESTHE ClF6tTenesTs: &8 )& mevor(h)
GlE6v6VLILIL L 6DT.

Source: IANS via SocialNews.XYZ (31 Oct 2026); LiveLaw, The South First
(SC order, 13 Nov 2025); Deccan Herald (DH Deciphers - project details);
News Today (28 Jul 2026)

12th-century Chola-era Nataraja and
Sivakami bronzes unearthed in
Nagapattinam excavation

News: In the Tamil Nadu State Department of
Archaeology's excavation at Nagapattinam, under way
since 3 Aug, two bronze idols with their pedestals were
found at a depth of about 1 metre: a four-armed
Nataraja in the Ananda Tandava pose (110 cm high, 100
cm wide) and a two-armed Sivakami Amman in the
tribhanga pose (82 cm, 23 cm). Based on body form,
ornamentation and pedestal style, experts date them to
the 12th century CE (later Chola period). Tamil
Development Minister A. Rajmohan released the images
on X on 30 Oct. They are reported to be the first such
bronzes found in a scientific excavation by the State
Archaeology Department. The idols were taken to
Chennai for chemical conservation.
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Announced by

Next

Thanjavur

Details

Nagapattinam - State Archaeology Dept
excavation (from 3 Aug 2026); ~1 m deep

Ananda Tandava, four arms; 110 x 100 cm; with
pedestal

Tribhanga pose, two arms; 82 x 23 cm

12th century CE - later Chola (preliminary
estimate)

Tamil Development Minister A. Rajmohan, 30
Oct 2026 (on X)

Chemical conservation in Chennai;
metallurgical analysis planned



LN edT6vT6BO

o GEmYPT CleU6TIT&HEVMIGET: LIGVEVEUTT &TeV& S 60
CaTLRISIW 2 Geurss FlMLE SHenev CEFTLIT
&MeVS SV (&).19. 10-12 BTMMTETOT(H&6IT) 2_&&FLD
SIMLHSHG!. ClEFLNwesT LTCHI (&6vsTLITS &5 fl6oT
STE) GCleu6tITEHEVE &Fl6n16V8s (6THE (&)L GILI(IHLD LjFeu6VIT.
Gamuilev &Hl(malpraserfley 2arfaieunmss 6lgs0e)|Db
'D_ MF6U CPTSHSHSH6T Y5 @er6L 611988 LILILL 6DT.
BLITDF Flenevuiley @)6mmeusst 'fLI6MLDTF6sT
(SIMWITEBILD) 6TEBTEB)ILD (&6ITEIT 2_(THEUS H)6T LS|
Bl60TM)|, HEFSFLI 6UM6ITWIS G886 (LlTemL)
OIS DT

* Q& mPVHILLILD - QD& &S (Pevm (Lost-wax /[ cire
perdue; FLD6NVE(HSHSHSH6V 'DHTEF 1L 691G TeoTLD'):
Ca 6T (LD (G- (B MISHe0 WS SHevemeuulsv &Flemevudlsor
rSf] ClFWIS], 6T 55| 616TITL6V &6TfloessT L
2 6VTHS), (FLTES Cl(Pens 2 (HEH GleusflCwmn),

SITeOILITET &FFleL 2 (HFIW 2 CeursgHems 2emmm|6eUT.

SIFNE 2 0L EG|5 Flemev 6T(h&HaLIL(HeUSHTeV
e6UGleuM(H FlenevlLd &6vf18 5 6ULDMerTS . Cl6L6TITEEVLD
- Q&1L GleusiTerfws sevLiLGsvmssLD; 'Sy GILIT6sT -
WG| 2 CeVTEHS H6VEm6L.

o &EUMLLILDEM6V: &(GHETEL T LOMEULLLD, (§LOLIGE TesoTLD
3(HC& 2 66T FeumLblLoensy @6oTMILD GO (G) &S
(PemMUIN6L Flem6V 611198 (FHLD 6TVG LIS & 6TT65T 6MLOWILD;
smeNifluflest eu6toTL 6V &6TflLD6sT @ &M (& FIMLILY.
'FEUMLOILO6DI6V GleU6TETE:6VE Hlemeva6rT' Lo iy
&M (GI) Clupmenew.

* BTSLILLLY60TLD 6UFeVTm|: CFMLT &HMeV&HSH60
HP&HSHTFWITEL 65T 6U6ssI 181D BLHS (PSS
HIOM(PSLD. (PS6VITLD @NTITSDTTID6IT HT6VE 60
LtheSleow! (em&GeuIb &) LO6STEOTI LOITM
N CWITH 5| MIS6UTLO6T @IhIE (& e6Tmesst] alla iy’
TOTEDILD LS8 NS MTEH 0S8 SLIg6sTTIT; @\FTSTTe6sT
SIBHM(E) QLEOETTLOMIGHEVLD HIFTSHENS 6ULPRIS LN,
'Gluflw QevuiLest ClELIGLI(HS6T samdlesTment.
BTSLILLIY6TSH S0 SHlemL &g JTTETLOMeT L&
0l6U6TITHEVF HFlet)EV 6T Gl F6ITENEIT &+
SI(HRSTLAWSS S0 2_6iTeITer.

SUIPBHT(H CISTLIL: Q&FCFIS) (P(PeUSILD
L&D FTTHSHS - HTSLILLI6TLD CamLpFas6rfleo
&L 6V 616018 6mLDWILD; Gl6U6TITE6VE FMLI LOITL
@eTm|Ld FeumsloensvuNev 2 uNFLIL|L 65T 2 6iTerg).
SLSSLILILL GETLT GleU6sIT&HeVmIGSen6T LB (GLD
uessilenws SPGB (H &Teusvglenmuilest Flenevs
&LEHSH &HiLLL Nifley ComelsmeTdmal. @ bhss
&60oT(hH L9 1L, BTSLILLIY6TSHMSE &HMlw CamLpy
&6V 2 Cevmag FlMLILI LIT6TTl &6, &L6V 6U6ssileLD
UMM HH W SFTeTm|SH6mn6Ts &(HLD 6T6sT &S ITIfl &6
Gl fleilGgeory.

Background:

» Chola bronzes: metal sculpture, begun under the
Pallavas, peaked under the Cholas (10th-12th c. CE).
Sembiyan Mahadevi (queen of Gandaraditya) was a great
patron. They were made as processional 'utsava murtis'
for temple festivals. In the Nataraja icon the god dances
on the dwarf 'Apasmara’ (ignorance) within a ring of
flames (prabha).

 Technique - lost-wax (cire perdue; Sanskrit
'madhuchchhishta vidhana'): a model is made of
beeswax and resin, coated with alluvial clay and dried;
heating melts the wax out, and molten metal is poured
into the hollow mould. The mould is broken to remove
the idol, so every piece is unique. Bronze is an alloy of
copper and tin; 'Aimpon' (panchaloha) is a five-metal
alloy.

» Swamimalai, near Kumbakonam in Thanjavur district, is
still the centre of sthapatis who cast idols by the lost-wax
method, using the Cauvery's fine alluvial clay.
‘Swamimalai Bronze Icons' carry a Geographical
Indication (GI) tag.

» Nagapattinam: a major Chola port for trade with South-
East Asia. Under Rajaraja I, the Srivijaya (Sailendra) king
Mara Vijayottungavarman built the 'Chudamani Vihara'
Buddhist monastery here; the 'Larger Leiden Plates'
record Rajaraja's grant of Anaimangalam village to it.
Many Buddhist bronzes found at Nagapattinam are in
the Government Museum, Chennai.

Tamil Nadu link: the whole story is Tamil Nadu's -
Nagapattinam was the Cholas' maritime trade hub, and
the bronze-casting tradition lives on at Swamimalai. The
Tamil Nadu Police Idol Wing works to recover smuggled
Chola bronzes. Officials said the find gives new evidence
on Chola-era metal-sculpture schools and maritime
trade around Nagapattinam.



QLBTTLD: STV (B18. 30 & Beu. 1, 2026), Frgell LTS, DT GIH&evL,

&) ammesTery @HEIWIT (218. 31, 2026); &) alervLif] Liemmss;
& SIS W ((G6mmoessi] 69&myLD)

Source: Dinamalar (30 Oct & 1 Nov 2026), ETV Bharat, DT Next, The Hans
India (31 Oct 2026); The History Blog; Wikipedia (Chudamani Vihara)

Q@ v&LLev unys HiS) - HL6lLHT(EH
UMpS0IBL @LILHSLD: 5 VLEFH S8 (S
CumuLL &lym eS(hH&ETHe (S
co6DILILIIY S)631650TLIL]

QEFWH): Hl(HHSLLLL UTTS6IBL S L& Slesr
(Amended BharatNet Programme - ABP) &L, omblev
SIT& Henevenouilevmsst I&IFluflev (State-led model)
SLILPHTLLg60T SFmoLiLm 65(h & Ehe &L UTT&6ImHL
6UEMEVWIENLOLIETLILI LIWI6STL(h 881618 M & MT6sT
'bwesTUmL(h) UILBESLD' &48. 30, 2026 265TM)| L&)
&16060l &F(GHETT LI6L6TTI60 60&H6IW(LDESHTETS].

WHH WS CHTEOVSCISTLILS Slenmulles lgadll L6y
umys 51 (DBN), U10ETH o158, SLGHTEH
coemLILITOIBL &LpsL (TANFINET) gy &l weneu

&6 (PSS Lest. DBN HlFeurs) eglwimosv Wlewym
umRIGsEOMMT; HLLP&ESHSH 6T ClFWMens misvoressTm6,
5&6U6V GG MTHILHILLID MHMID 19l L 6L Caemeuse6T
HleMME Fa(hSH6V HEM6VENLDE GCIFWVT DGV U60THS
&MGlesoTed) PLPEVLD @)6D6TTTIHSTIT. D& S HT&l 60T
H1&) mesflw 2 Heawimev 5 V&858 @ GmLILL
&lymwliym e (h cosmuuf (FTTH) @)emevorLiL| g6l
6ULPMmISLILI(HID; 4,767 SFTLOMIS (ETHE (5
CoemeusGasmm @enetrLiL] &HlenL s EL.

Digital Bharat Nidhi signs BharatNet pact
with Tamil Nadu - 5 lakh+ rural home fibre
connections

News: A 'Utilisation Agreement' to use the BharatNet
network for rural households in Tamil Nadu under the
Amended BharatNet Programme (ABP), on a State-led
model, was signed at Sanchar Bhawan, New Delhi, on 30
Oct 2026 by the Department of Telecommunications'
Digital Bharat Nidhi (DBN), the Government of Tamil
Nadu and Tamil Nadu FibreNet Corporation (TANFINET).
DBN Administrator Shyamal Misra attended; Atul Anand,
Additional Chief Secretary of Tamil Nadu's Artificial
Intelligence, IT and Digital Services Department, joined
by video. With central subsidy support, more than 5 lakh
rural home fibre (FTTH) connections will be provided,
and 4,767 villages will get on-demand connectivity.

Details

318. 30, 2026 - FEHET LI6U6DT, L|G] &l6v60);
DBN + sLIpBT(H & + TANFINET;
LOMB16V HT& H6m6V6nLOUN6VT6DT LTSI

RUUBHSLD

LIwiest 5 6VLF5 518 CLev &lFmwLiLim 6L ()
co6MLILIT @\6m6BoTLIL|&56TT; 4,767
SITOhISEHSES CHemnalsGsmnm

@\ emesoTLIL|; LO)63T- 2, (6THEM S, @) 6D)6TTTWLIS
&60e), C15TeM6L LO(HSGI6ULD, 19l L6V
uesoTLl LITfl6uys & emest

ABP WHSW SIEMDEFFTEN6U RLILIH6V 5. 4,
2023 - uMy&EIBELenL GL{H &S,
SIDETEHG)| 2ETTTLEF &6,
STTOmhISEhHS G0 CaHemeusCasmL
eNifl6umss 860

DBN ety 2 susermeliw Gaemeus sLLILIML(h)

H1&) (USOF; 1 e7L1. 2002 (p&H6v);
CBTMEVSCISTLITL|E FLLID, 2023-65T &L
DBN &y6578; C15TenenselsTLILS
S1OMUIN6IT @)66TITLIL]| B6VIEUEVSLD

uMysImL, 4G Hlenmeys SLLLD,
@\LgFTfl HeFeursLl LGS &6,
TEVER V- @ILDWILDEM V-6 LI LI(GE &6,
eUL&ILP&SI6L GlmemLIey Gaeneu

DBN S\ L6

Agreement

Benefit

ABP

DBN

DBN schemes

30 Oct 2026 - Sanchar Bhawan, New Delhi; DBN
+ Govt of TN + TANFINET; State-led model

5 lakh+ rural home fibre connections; on-
demand connectivity to 4,767 villages; e-
governance, online education, telemedicine,
digital payments

Union Cabinet approval 4 Aug 2023 - upgrade
BharatNet and extend it on demand to all gram
panchayats and villages

Formerly the Universal Service Obligation Fund
(USOF; from 1 Apr 2002); became DBN under
the Telecommunications Act, 2023; attached
office of DoT

BharatNet, 4G Saturation, mobile services in
LWE, border, Himalayan, island and NE areas



L9 esT60T6BOM:

o UTFSEIBL euFevrm: 2011 &GLIUIfl6L 'Cadlw
eerfludlemLp eusmevwiemioLiL]' (National Optical Fibre
Network - NOFN) erestm QlLiwiflev &liymio
26T [T ITL&18(6THE (&) HEHEVESHMENM @) 6m6ToTLIL|
6ULMISS CISTLRISLILLLE]; 2015-60 'UMT&SOIHL" eTeoTL
CuWF LIHOUILLLE|. @ensE OFweL(HSHS
SIemW&SLILLL UMFs NFmLCueseTl CIBLO6UMFs
eABIQILL (BBNL) 2022-60 BSNL-2_L 65T
@ enesTHSLILLLE).

o FLLID: Q5Tenevs6lsTLILE FLLID, 2023 - @bHSHWs
BhHlg FLLLD, 1885, @b&Hws swLNuNeveVTs HhHE
gLLLD, 1933, 5h& & sLLI&6T (FLLaNCTTE 2 6mL6mLD)
gLLLD, 1950 gy &lweumenm BHE WG] 6T HLp USOF
"9 L6V LTS B 98 mmlwg);
CaTemeVSH6\STLIL HIMI6U6STHRISHET 6l&Fa)|&HEILD
2 susemmall Caemeus &L LewoTld (USL) @& 60T H&)
SLSMTD. TRAL FLLLD, 1997 Q&TLIHSI
BHEOL(PemMUIIEV 2 _6iT6ITs).

» 9MleNwev: eeerfluflemip (Optical fibre) ' 248
e Glpmeflly' (Total Internal Reflection) & &I6u8816v
@QuRIEGE DS - HHS 6flalleusev TesoT GlasmevorL
2 6iTem&: 516V (core) Cl&F6LaYILD 6961, (HEMMIHS
e61fl6916V860 6T6B0T Gl&smeBaTL 2 6mmUui6L (cladding)
Guord), wrmiHlenevs Camesehensg allL 3iHl&s
CametnTs &6V 61(THEUSTEV (LP(LDEMLDWITE 2 6TTG6IT
& CmeflaasLliLbhEme). @seTmev l&s &smnmbhe
QULL6T 94F8 i6Te| HTen6 AL (PYEIDS.
FTTH = Fibre To The Home.

SUIPHT([H CIBTLIL: SULp&E5560 LMTS6IHL
SILLSemS WHlev &l FlmLiL Crres
bimieuestiomest TANFINET Q&wsvLi(hS&IHME!; @bs
@UILIBHSLD OMHI6V T8 &H6n6VenLOUT6VIT6TT
Lr&fluilev em&BCI (LSS TETTS]. @) &H60T CLPEVLD
S0Lp&S SHTTmIselev 5 V58585 @ELW0 GmLILL
63(h & (EH5 (& GBIl cosmLILIT @\6metoTLIL|LD, 4,767
ST ITLOMIS (6THE ()8 SH6DL&| 601106V @) 6m6ToTLIL|LD
HeOLE GHLD. QRLILIHSHSHH 6L SHLOLP&HSHSH 60T FTTLI6L
'ClEwmenss mietoTessTM6), 58616V GISTLH6VHILLID
LMMILD 193 L6V CFemeus6T Hlenm' LKIGCHMHME).

2 HMTILD: PIB (OHTemeVSE6ISTLIL Si6nEFSHLD), 8. 30, 2026; BW
L flesTervGeu s (h)

Background:

» BharatNet history: launched in October 2011 as the
'‘National Optical Fibre Network' (NOFN) to give
broadband to gram panchayats; renamed 'BharatNet' in
2015. Bharat Broadband Network Ltd (BBNL), the SPV
created to implement it, was merged with BSNL in 2022.

o Law: the Telecommunications Act, 2023 repealed the
Indian Telegraph Act, 1885, the Indian Wireless
Telegraphy Act, 1933 and the Telegraph Wires (Unlawful
Possession) Act, 1950. Under it USOF became 'Digital
Bharat Nidhi', funded by the Universal Service Levy paid
by telecom operators. The TRAI Act, 1997 remains in
force.

» Science: optical fibre works on 'total internal reflection’ -
light in the high-refractive-index core strikes the lower-
index cladding at more than the critical angle and is
wholly reflected back inside. This lets huge volumes of
data travel with very low loss. FTTH = Fibre To The Home.

Tamil Nadu link: BharatNet in Tamil Nadu is
implemented by TANFINET, the State's special purpose
vehicle, and this pact follows the State-led model. It will
bring direct fibre to more than 5 lakh rural homes and
last-mile connectivity to 4,767 villages. Tamil Nadu was
represented by its 'Artificial Intelligence, IT and Digital
Services Department'.

Source: PIB (Ministry of Communications), 30 Oct 2026; BW
Businessworld
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First driverless train for Mumbai Metro
Lines 4 & 4A ready - unveiled by Alstom at
Sri City

News: French firm Alstom unveiled, at its Sri City plant in
Andhra Pradesh on 14 Oct 2026, the first of 39 driverless
'‘Metropolis' trains for Mumbai Metro Line 4 (Wadala -
Kasarvadavali, Thane) and Line 4A (Kasarvadavali -
Gaimukh). Each train has 6 cars; design - Bengaluru;
propulsion system - Coimbatore; bogies - Savli (Gujarat).
Design speed 90 km/h, operating speed 80 km/h. It is
the first Alstom train in India with bicycle racks. It will be
dispatched by end-November and reach Mumbai in
December 2026; passenger service only after testing and
safety certification.
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guilevseir 39 9j6L6VLITID ‘Gl CrTElLImed e’
TUI6L&6T; H6VIT 6 GILILLg&s6iT; CBTC
FL01&6m (6 eLpevLd sl (hibIflsveurr
@Qu&sLD

2 HUSHF ulgeUEmLOLIL| - GlLIMISe6TH(Th; SWIMfLIL] -
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CamwbysaTT; CuTs - Fmeued)

Geussd eulgeUenLOLIL] 90 &).15./106ssf); @uis s 80
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QErweLLIHS5IUE] (YL GILIMHBSTL LGS Cobum (k)
Qi eneusTwld (MMRDA); LD&TTTO%IGT B8
2027-g5 "Gl Gy gy evot(h)' 676578 (HM 58!
70 &L15. & W eufl5EL @)6VE (S

L9 esT60T6D0M:

» sTes lwss hlenevser (Grades of Automation - IEC
62290): GOAO - LITFemeu lgliLienL @i sLWD; GoAT -
L (HIBT + smesflumig) uilev LmgismiL) (ATP); GoA2 -
26075 Sesilwmkie (STO), @LEBT H56, Ypuum)
sL(HILUMH); GoA3 - el (hbiflsvsur (DTO), uessflwmerTy
TuieSlev @\ (HLILITE; GOA4 — (Lp(LD6MLO LIT6BT
seussflliLimeriflsveum @uigs s (UTO), pulledlsv
uess lLmeTy @evemev.

» CBTC (Communication-Based Train Control) -
TUN6VI& G H6mTE SL(HLILTL(H&ELWD @emnLGu
QL eumGlesTmedls G\&TLITL epeuld Fuledlesr
Q@LaLD 24B58), Grser()
TuN6L& (ETHE S 6emL GuiwimesT @lemLGleusiflemwiss
GMME G 'HE(HD ClemES!' (moving block)
gLo1&6m(6h (Lo D; L (HBIflevevT QUISSHS5SH185(S
Sl LILIEOIL.

* @BSHWmele (P&H6L sl (hbBIfleveuT Gl Gy
@uwss: ClL6vEd CILLCTT CLWHST 6uLfl&HSL LD
(xevr85L1fl Com (&) - QUL LTesfl&a60 STyL6sT) - 28
lg&. 2020 gieTm)] LNT&LF HOTHSIT GLomig
O TLRISen6USSTIT. (PemLIuIlsy 2021-60 BEML
swWrflss eLbbflevenr Quisss SmepisTer
QUL 19856 UGS SLLD 2A, 7-8(8) 6ULPMRISLILILL 60T
(RL(H\B(HLET @WIMkI(8,&6tTme6T).

° BI6V6NLITLD — LlFmesTeny BT () Tuilev 2 MUISES
Bimi6uesTLd; LTH Flig (H(HLLS) meULLLD, &4,.19).),
grmeued) (euCsHTHTT 3 (HCs, (HWTTS), CHTWIDLSSHITT
2 6imerflLL @)L mige6rfley @bl QLeneVs6T.

Point Details

Line 4 Wadala - Ghatkopar - Thane - Kasarvadavali;
32.32 km, 30 elevated stations ('Green Line')

Line 4A Kasarvadavali - Gaimukh (about 2.7 km, 2
stations)

Trains 39 Alstom 'Metropolis' trains; 6 cars each;
driverless running via CBTC signalling

Supply chain  Design - Bengaluru; build - Sri City (AP);
propulsion - Coimbatore; bogies - Savli

Speed Design 90 km/h; operating 80 km/h

Agency Mumbai Metropolitan Region Development
Authority (MMRDA); Maharashtra marks 2027
as 'Metro Year' with a 70 km new-line target

Background:

» Grades of Automation (IEC 62290): GOAO - on-sight
running; GoA1 - driver plus Automatic Train Protection
(ATP); GoA2 - semi-automatic (STO), driver handles doors
and departure; GoA3 - driverless (DTO), an attendant on
board; GoA4 - fully unattended operation (UTO), no staff
on board.

» CBTC (Communication-Based Train Control) - a 'moving
block' signalling system that tracks each train by
continuous radio link with the control centre, allowing
shorter gaps between trains; it is the basis of driverless
running.

« India's first driverless metro operation: Delhi Metro
Magenta Line (Janakpuri West - Botanical Garden),
launched by PM Narendra Modi on 28 Dec 2020. In
Mumbai, BEML supplied driverless-capable cars for Lines
2A and 7 in 2021 (they run with drivers).

 Alstom - a French rolling-stock maker; its Indian plants
include Sri City (Tirupati district, AP), Savli (near
Vadodara, Gujarat) and Coimbatore.
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Tamil Nadu link: the propulsion system of the Mumbai
trains was made in Coimbatore. For Chennai Metro
Phase II too, Alstom is building 36 three-car 'Metropolis'
trains at Sri City, designed to GoA4 (unattended)
standard; passenger service with these trains has begun
on the opened Poonamallee-side section of Corridor 4
(Poonamallee Bypass - Lighthouse).

Source: Time Out Mumbai, Indian Infrastructure, Construction World,
Mumbai Live, 16-21 Oct 2026; Alstom press release (8 Feb 2024)

‘Super’ El Nifio heat could cause about
55,000 additional deaths in India in Oct 2026
- Mar 2027: University of Chicago's Climate
Impact Lab

News: According to a revised projection released on 28-
29 Oct 2026 by the new 'El Nifio Heat Mortality Tracker'
of the University of Chicago's Climate Impact Lab (USA),
India could see about 55,000 heat-related deaths above
a normal year in Oct 2026 - Mar 2027, most of them in
March. Nigeria (about 56,000) is first, India second.
Globally, about 8.57 lakh additional deaths are projected
for June 2026 - March 2027. The September report's
India estimate of 15,800 rose because March was added
and August-September were warmer than forecast.
These are model-based estimates, not confirmed death
counts.
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e Chicago India (355,000)

e'Nigeria (~56,0(§)?T

Countries with the highest projected heat deaths: Nigeria,
India, Indonesia, Brazil; the Lab - Chicago

DIETS

By Climate Impact Lab, University of Chicago - "El
Nifio Heat Mortality Tracker' (monthly
estimates for about 3,700 sub-national regions)

India Oct 2026 - Mar 2027: about 55,000 additional
deaths (Sept report: 15,800, Sept-Feb)

Other Nigeria ~56,000; Indonesia ~29,000; Brazil

countries ~19,000

World June 2026 - Mar 2027: ~857,000 (Sept
projection 451,000, to Feb)

Climate Copernicus: Aug 2026 - warmest August on

context record; Sept 2026 - second-warmest
September (1.63°C above pre-industrial)

El Nifo Began June 2026; expected to peak around Dec
2026

Background:

Method: it uses the link between daily temperature and
all-cause mortality, adjusted for local climate,
vulnerability and adaptive capacity, to estimate deaths
above a historical baseline. The Lab's co-founder is
economist Michael Greenstone.

Science: body temperature is regulated by the brain's
hypothalamus; the body cools by evaporation of sweat.
High humidity slows evaporation and raises the risk of
heatstroke. Heat hits heart and kidney patients, the
elderly and outdoor workers hardest.



o QameTens: Clemardlwmaller (P&H6ev 'CleuLiLIg
GlEweL&ILLLD' (Heat Action Plan) - oi&L&TLITS, 2013.
IMD suengwisnm: Fwblsuefluiley iflaLl s
Gleuliublemesv GemMHSHS| 40°C, eM6VLILIEGSHullev
30°C st 19wl NG GleuLiL Beme6v HILIH S 6D 6sTSH 6T
CUM(EBHGID. CleuliLl Semev CaHFlW eTailsy
SiMaN&ens GlewwtiulL 12 GuiflLiserflev @evensy;
LOMBl6VMIG6IT 'LOMHleVLD &g GUIfIL eTesT
SiMleN&g| SDRF Higlullev 10% eusniy
LwesTU(hS&6VTLD.

Carlugblas smeubleney THmE Gaeneu (C3S) -
GrriNw spesTMlwg et Lial SevorasmessiILIL|g
SlLLimert 'GCamliLfblasn'’-6T LGS soGrmilsw
SLem6soTILI &S 60T &FmiyLiley ECMWF
ClEweLLIhSHSHISDEI.

SLPHTH CIBTLIL: ClauliL Jiemevenws
BT (H 78 2024-6v 'WMBl6VLD FMFHS CUIILT'
eTesT MeNHS55!; CleuliLgSmev @mLUIGCUITT

& HIDUSSHIEE T4 OLELD HlUMTEsITLD. HTEVHIEN6VS
BTHS Y I6USHSSH60T GlEFLIL LT 3M)&Henssuiley
(Ql&Ll. 2026 - 191L1. 2027) sLLDBTL(H& & & &Lomy 1,640
Fa(h&H6V @MLUIL|S6T &6vofl& 8L ILILL6DT.

Y HTTLD: LeyedT () 6718, LFleotery (HiGL, 948. 29, 2026; HlememGLol

soGUSL ClF&6M, 918. 31, 2026; &) &6US coLifelVL, Gl&FLI. 26, 2026; {6V
o &7, Gl&L. 23, 2026; 6108CTT6L (2024)

« Policy: South Asia's first Heat Action Plan - Ahmedabad,
2013. IMD definition: heat-wave criteria apply only once
the maximum temperature reaches at least 40°C in the
plains or 30°C in hilly areas. Heat wave is not among the
12 nationally notified disasters; States may declare it a
'State-specific disaster' and use up to 10% of SDRF funds.

» The Copernicus Climate Change Service (C3S) is part of
'‘Copernicus’, the European Union's Earth-observation
programme; ECMWEF runs it on behalf of the European
Commission.

Tamil Nadu link: in 2024 the Tamil Nadu government
declared heat wave a 'State-specific disaster', with ¥4
lakh relief to the families of heat victims. The Climate
Impact Lab's September report (Sept 2026 - Feb 2027)
projected about 1,640 additional deaths in Tamil Nadu.

Source: Down To Earth, Business Today, 29 Oct 2026; Climate Fact Checks,
31 Oct 2026; The South First, 26 Sept 2026; Al Jazeera, 23 Sept 2026; Scroll
(2024)
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71st Karnataka Rajyotsava (1 Nov):

Rajyotsava Awards for 71 achievers

News: Karnataka Rajyotsava (Kannada Rajyotsava),
marking the formation of the enlarged 'Mysore State' by
uniting Kannada-speaking areas on 1 Nov 1956, is
celebrated for the 71st time on 1 Nov 2026 (70 years of
the State). On 1 Nov 1973, under CM D. Devaraj Urs, the
State was renamed 'Karnataka'. Kannada and Culture
Minister Shivaraj Tangadagi announced on 30 Oct 2026
that 71 persons were chosen for the Rajyotsava Award,
the State's second-highest civilian honour - including
former Advocate General B.V. Acharya, A.C. Bhandary of
Akhila Bharata Tulu Okkoota, Yakshagana artiste Gopala
Ganiga, writer Dr Indira Hegde and politician Kagodu
Thimmappa. Each gets %5 lakh and a 25-gram gold
medal, presented on 1 Nov. CM D.K. Shivakumar
congratulated them.
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SFHTLS&LD - ClLIMGISe6TH(I (&H6016VIHEIT), 60D (Gs(IH (LIsOILpL Karnataka - Bengaluru (capital), Mysuru (old capital), Kollegal
&606VIH51), ClemeTGemsmev (1956-60 Gasmemou (from Coimbatore district, 1956)

oot SHewmHSI)

a9leuryd Details

IBIT6IT BeU. 1 - 1956-60 eNifleumsaLILLL enw @y | Day 1 Nov - enlarged Mysore State formed in 1956;
LOMH6VLD 2 (hEUMEELD; 2026 - 71- 01| 2026 - 71st Rajyotsava
TreRGWIT&H&6uLd

Cuwy MM 1 HeU. 1973 - e Es T rHlevd (Gl Renaming 1 Nov 1973 - Mysore State (Alteration of Name)
LTMHME) FLLLD; (P&H6V6UT lg. CHeUTTID Act; CM D. Devaraj Urs
276N

e9(mH &) 2026 71 Gury; I5 uL&LD + 25 &). s LUSHSEW; | Awards 2026 71 achievers; T5 lakh + 25 g gold medal;
SIMIaNLIL 918. 30 - SIENWEFT Fleurme announced 30 Oct by Minister Shivaraj
HmIsLS Tangadagi

aNma blemsv  TrRCwWTSHse aN(HE - 2-yeugl 2 wiflw | Award rank Rajyotsava Award - 2nd-highest civilian
Glgen eN(mHg); 2 wiflwg) 'sFhHTLss honour; highest is 'Karnataka Ratna' (1992)
y&eorm' (1992)

1956-6V UDUITU BlevE &) 6tT GILIGVETLD, Merged in Belgaum, Bijapur, Dharwad, North Canara

@ enesoTibEHem6U  TDLILLT, STFTEUM, 6UL SH6vTTT; 1956 (Bombay State); Raichur, Gulbarga, Bidar
MONSTTUTSHS 60T TS &I, (§EOLITSHIT, (Hyderabad); South Canara and Kollegal taluk
Ss17; QFetTenest LOMHV&HSH 60T 6l & 65T (Madras State); Coorg State

&6STIIT, ClSTETCETSHTE) STVIST; (SL(S
(5a78) OMHlEVLD

(waseveury [ eNifleurs LUl L MHleVs S 60T (P& 6V cMm/ First CM of the enlarged State - S. Nijalingappa;
2, (6THIBI] (PSHEVEUTT 6T6M. B0 RIS LILIT; (LPSHEV Governor first Governor - Jayachamarajendra Wadiyar;
QLEHBT ClRWETLFTCRHE T 2 emLWITT; capital - Bangalore

H6M6VBET ©lLIMISe6Th(TH
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LMHEVS ST (PSHEV S (ETHBIT (1956-64).

wesoTLIm(h): LOMIHl6VLI LITL6V 'Sl LI e6sT6nflul
5mITCs' - (HleuL (Gs.e. LrLium) @umpmluig);
6 go60T. 2004-6V LOMIHI6VLI LITL6VTE MledlLiLy.
'SIBTLE THEOTT 1992-60 (LP&HEVEUIT 6T6V. LIMISTFLILIT
&IV SH60 HIMIEULILILL G, (P&H6V N (HSHTETTE6T —
(G0l6ULDLY, LTSI FTE(S)LOM.

2026 eN(HSTETTEH6TI60 HEMEVSHET: WEFAKSSTEOTLD ~
&LC6VMTE STHTL&ESHS6T HTLIgUI-BTLSLD; 6ULSSGLI
umesstl 'ULGSIL[H', ClaD G L Lmesfl 'ClsmiGSHIL([H'.
&6 - HLCEVTE SFHTLELD, CaT6msHesr
srejeasm(h u@sHuiley CuaLliLihib SlymellL GlwmLf);
SITEMLOLILN6TT 8- 0118 DL LeUsn6sITUII6V @)6V6m6L.

SLOPHT[H CISTLIFL: 1956 LMIFTenLOLILS6L
ClEesTement LOMIHleV& SlesT CamUILDLISSHTIT
LTOULL&60&5E C&FHES C1&TETCETEHTeV SHMeY|&HT
eML(EsT LMHleVSSI5E LTHMLUILILLE] (@6TmI
MOJTEOBSI] LOMEULLLD). 1956-60 65)LD (G (HL60T
@ emeTtTIHS (FHL (& (F6T8) LGS ullesr
H6m6V8 & TCeUUNVSTEOT &LEILPHTL Lg 65T

o WNFBTgwTeT srellifl CameTmISms).

Background:

« History: Aluru Venkata Rao, called 'Karnataka
Kulapurohita', pioneered the 'Karnataka Ekikarana'
(unification) movement. Bellary district had already
moved from Madras State to Mysore in 1953 when
Andhra State was formed. Maharaja Jayachamarajendra
Wadiyar of Mysore was the enlarged State's first
Governor (1956-64).

o Culture: the State song 'Jaya Bharata Jananiya Tanujate'
was written by Kuvempu (K.V. Puttappa) and adopted on
6 Jan 2004. 'Karnataka Ratna' was instituted in 1992
under CM S. Bangarappa; its first recipients were
Kuvempu and Dr Rajkumar.

 Arts among the 2026 awardees: Yakshagana - a dance-
drama of coastal Karnataka, with the northern
'‘Badagutittu’ and southern 'Tenkutittu' styles. Tulu - a
Dravidian language of coastal Karnataka and Kerala's
Kasaragod area; it is not in the Eighth Schedule.

Tamil Nadu link: in the 1956 reorganisation, Kollegal
taluk of Madras State's Coimbatore district was
transferred to Mysore State (now in Chamarajanagar
district). The Kaveri, Tamil Nadu's lifeline, rises at
Talakaveri in Kodagu (Coorg), which merged with Mysore
in 1956.

Source: The South First, Vartha Bharati, Prajavani, 30-31 Oct 2026;
Wikipedia (Mysore State, Karnataka Ratna, Kollegal)

UBHTTD: H) F61 coLIF6VL, UTTSST LMTE), LNyemeumsssf], 218. 30-
31, 2026; eN&E LS9 wIT (MG LTIH6VLD, STIHTLE [F& 60T,
GClEmeTGeIras mev)



GayerLl LNMe): Gsiyemid 2 (meumeh) 70 Kerala Piravi: 70 years of Kerala - CM V.D.

QLTI (H & 61T - H)HeussTHS LTSSV

Satheesan inaugurates 'Festival of Kerala

'‘Capens; H)(HaNLpIr 2026'-20 (W&H6vVeUly 2026’ in Thiruvananthapuram

ell.y. sH&F6T OB TLEIS 6r16USHE DT

Q&uIs): 1956 meu. 1 JeTm| H(HENSTEIFaT-6lemed
LomBl6VLD, Cl&F6tTEm6BT LOMHl6VE 68T LOGVLITI LOMEUL L LD,
C1& 68T SH6BTITIT LOMEULL & &60T SMTEFFTCHT(H SHTeY|&T

S EN D6 @) 6M6TITIHE| LOEDIEVILITEITLD
Cu&aCeum(pasmest G&em MHI6VLD 2 (HEUTESTS)].
S1560T 70-4618| 6001 (h) Hlemmenesu (LpesTesilL(h), 2026
meu. 1'Cayerll Nmel' mrerflev rblsv osmellevmsst
'Gay6s &)(HeNILpT 2026'-g (Festival of Kerala)
W&6v6UT 6l.1g. FLHF6T &) (HEUTHSHLTLD [HOKTSHHE)
SITRIE6V GG TLREIS m6USESEMTY. CaT6ms 6ot
&6m6V, LI6toTUIT(h), &MHMI6VT, (P&65L ()
BUMILIL|&6m6TTS STL(HID HlaLp&FlaeT GlLevel),
(PLD6BILI, GILIMIEE6TH(TH, Gl&6tTEm 60T, Cl&BMELE ST

& TRIS6TID BLESHS SHILLSILLLL (h6iTemesr. 2026
LBV (P&H6V OMH6VSH S 68T S S TTLLLTeuLt Cluwif
'‘Gasiyemd’ (Keralam).

i

271915 &L 6V = imer eiliflgLm
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SHUCTHSLTID 5 "
GCas1yermibd - H)(H6UESTIHS L ITLD (H6016VIHET), HTEFCHM(H),

wevumy (CamfleGasm(h); ClemCamienL (SLPHT(H)

News: On 1 Nov 1956 the Malayalam-speaking State of
Kerala was formed by uniting Travancore-Cochin, the
Malabar district of Madras State and the Kasaragod taluk
of South Canara district. Marking 70 years, CM V.D.
Satheesan inaugurates the State-level 'Festival of Kerala
2026' at Nishagandhi Auditorium, Thiruvananthapuram,
on Kerala Piravi day, 1 Nov 2026. Events showcasing
Kerala's arts, culture, tourism and investment potential
are also planned in Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru, Chennai
and Kolkata. Since August 2026 the State's official name
is 'Keralam'.

ARABIAN SEA BAY OF BENGAL

Shenkottai

e Kaspragod

TR ST zhikode (Malabar) }

‘o .

- ("
Thiruvananthapuram %

Keralam - Thiruvananthapuram (capital), Kasaragod, Malabar

(Kozhikode); Shenkottai (Tamil Nadu)




I|LDFLD eNeurLo

2 (IHEUMTE&LD 1 meu. 1956 - H(HNGTRIFAT-Cl&ETES +
LDEVLIITTY LDTEULLLD + STEFEST(H STeVIST

2026 70 oy 6v0T(H&6TT; 'Cayems &) (mallpm 2026'

Q&mesoTLTLLID - Hlagmshe) SRS, H(HeUsTHSL TLD;
P&V 6M).19. F&H&60T

Spalsmmgag- 1 09en6e0 1949-60 @\enerorLiLy;

(AL, ¢: 23 TrUlFwsy - FISSHenrs &)(mbmeT
LIT6VITITLD 6UITLDIT; &6M6VHE ]
SmeuaTHSLTLD

(PS6V & 5 g7L1. 1957 - @).6TLD.6T6N. BLOLLSIFlLImML

&H6016V60LOUN 6V &HLDU BTNV B8y 1959-
6V TFEMLOLIL| 2 MILIL| 356-65T &L
&HEM6VLIL]
Qluwiy G e (QUWIF LTHME) FLLLD 2026 -
IBITLITETHLOEOTMLD 24,85. 2026-6V
HlevmCeummlwig; 'Gasrermid’ (Keralam)
Sl yeuLll Gluwiy
ClFetTementas(&F  CHTEUTEMEIT, BI&6MVHEMEUTLD, H6V(SH6ILD,
CFesTMEmEL eNemeurmICam(h STeVI&TE 6T
(sseTenfl WM& LoIf) omeuLLLD),
ClERICHTLeML &Te|&meleT e(h LGS

LN edT6UTETON:

o 6UFeVTM)|: 'S& &I CaITerTd' (62(HMmI en6stTHS
Gay6ITD) @ WISELD LDEmEVWITEITLD GLISLD LiG)&&emeIr
etTMlemettTs s s Camiflwg). 1949-60 &(HeNSHThiFa,
ClamEd) FLENVGTETRISET @) 6n6sThe] '&H)(H-tlames'
2 _(HEUM6DTS; LOVLIMTI Gl&F6ITE06DT LOITES T6T0TS 60T
(YesTenTy Cl&F65TEM6TT LOMBl6VLD) 62 (T LOMEUL L LDTES
@ (BHSEI. VLESHHE, Wlesl ST H6 &6
weoumfleS(mbgl NifleasluLl(h 1956-60 ¢etTMIWILI
NG emuieor.

o QIFFlwev: 1957-60 @).6TiD.6T6M. BLOLLSIFILIMT
H6M6V6NLOUINE BIEMDHS T8, 2 608160 C&HTH6V
ELPEVLD YL &8 (&) 6UHS (LP&H6V &HLDULESIENVL T8-S 61160
6tTm|; Hl6VF FFH(HHSL, Hevall CETHT
(P&SWLTesTenel. 1959 eo9en6vuil6L HFEFemLOLIL]

2 ML 356-65T SLP SHS T HENEVSSLILILLG|.

o LssoTUIm(h): LoemevwImerLd 2013-60 CQFLGILTLY) &&&)
Clumma|. rbHlev aflevralE, - WTenesT; MTHl6VLI
umemel - @\(Heurgd (Great Hornbill); omblev wevry -
ClasmesTenm (&6v0fl &6l & mesTER6DT).

Point Details

Formation 1 Nov 1956 - Travancore-Cochin + Malabar
district + Kasaragod taluk

2026 event 70 years; 'Festival of Kerala 2026' -
Nishagandhi Auditorium,
Thiruvananthapuram; CM V.D. Satheesan

Travancore- Merged 1 July 1949; Rajpramukh - Chithira
Cochin Thirunal Balarama Varma; capital
Thiruvananthapuram

First 5 Apr 1957 - Communist government under
government E.M.S. Namboodiripad; dismissed under
Article 356 in 1959

Name Kerala (Alteration of Name) Act 2026 - passed
by Parliament in Aug 2026; official name
'Keralam'

To Madras Thovalai, Agastheeswaram, Kalkulam,

State Vilavancode taluks (Kanyakumari district) and

part of Shenkottai taluk

Background:

« History: the 'Aikya Keralam' (United Kerala) movement
sought to unite Malayalam-speaking areas. In 1949 the
princely states of Travancore and Cochin merged as
‘Thiru-Kochi'; Malabar was a district of Madras
Presidency (later Madras State). The Laccadive and
Minicoy islands were separated from Malabar and
became a Union Territory in 1956.

« Polity: the 1957 government led by E.M.S.
Namboodiripad was one of the world's first elected
Communist governments; land reforms and the
Education Bill were key. It was dismissed under Article
356 in July 1959.

o Culture: Malayalam got classical-language status in 2013.
State animal - elephant; State bird - Great Hornbill; State
flower - golden shower (kanikkonna).



SUIPKHIH CISILITL: 1956-60 &) (HeNSTRIFaT-
Clamgduile sl GusD GHmeumener,
SI&H6ENSHEV6UITLD, &6V (&6ITLD, al6meumiGasm(h)

BTV HMESH6T Gl&6tTen6sT MHleVSH 6L CEFHEI
&60Tesf | WM& LoIf] LomeUL L LD 2 (heuTenTg); Cl&mevevLd
LTOULL&0&5E CEFHS C1FmIGHTLenL STev|sTallesr
LI LGS &) (HEIHeLEeued) meuLlL&SH60
Carmagl (@6Tml 2019-60 2 (HeumesT G & 6T T
LOMeULLLD). LoMILMLD GCl&6tTement LOMHleVS 60T LDEVLIMTT
wreul LD Carens g8 &g ClasTmg). 2026 Caiyers
S(HANT Hl&LPFF &6 Gl F6sTenssTUNY|LD FLESHS
SILLLD.

QY SITTLD: UL.6T65T.90., 6. 27, 2026; &) LNiflevorL_ (PTI), Ql&Ll. 23, 2026;
2 6STLOGETTITITLO, 8. 12 & 26, 2026; eNS SIS (H)(HeNSTHIFaT-
Camed, CleFmGasTienL)

D @nHlumailest (W&6v &GaH Ljsveul
Juflev 'B-28' - ICF, BEML ol ()
6UI96UEBIDLIL]; (PH6V 2 L 6VEFLL LD
CamgemerTuilev: gervailesil
65)611613:650T6L

CFEWS): 'QBHEHWIT H65TH| (LPSH6V LIsV6VL Tullensy
6TLILIg 2 (HEUMSHGSIMGI' 6T60TM &60T8|

euem6LLILIZ 616V (48. 24-25, 2026) L& SHIW FulevGeu
SIMWEFEF]T Si6nvell6sl] emeuauessTeL FaM WIS TOUSI:
ClFstTen 6T GR(HMEISlEn6TITHS TUT6L GILIL 95
Camfimamensvw|b (ICF) BEML BHim6uesT(LpLd

@ emevtTIh G| LD6TEI18 (S, 280 &.15. Couss 518 (S

UL 6LEMLDE G0 &G 'B-28" TulleSlest (Lp&sv

2 LeVFLL&LD (body frame) swWMymé) SLLenWOLILE
CamgemerTuiley 2 6iremg); 2027 BH LGS HL&
Cemgemert erHFLMTSESILMGISIMSI. SH(HSHS SLLLOTS
350 &).16. Geuss 'B-35'. (PLD6mLI - SISO TLTS
31851Ceus TuN6L eUPSHHLLD (508 &.15.) 350 &).L6.
Cous 5 515(E 6UlgeUmSSELILILLE]; (PSH6L Caemeu
(@78 - 6umi9l) 2027 @Mm|H)& STeLTETOTLYE)
SILLBILOUL (HlsiTerg). GMILIL: 'aulgauemLDLIL]
(P(LEDLOWITES SWITI' 6T60T HS&MTLILLTEULOTES
SiNleN&&LILLaN6VEM6L - (P&H6V FLLSLD Carsemnest
Blemeuuilev 2 6Temg).

Tamil Nadu link: in 1956 the Tamil-speaking Thovalai,
Agastheeswaram, Kalkulam and Vilavancode taluks of
Travancore-Cochin joined Madras State as Kanyakumari
district; the Tamil area of Shenkottai taluk (Quilon
district) joined Tirunelveli district (now in Tenkasi district,
formed 2019). In turn, Madras State's Malabar district
went to Kerala. Festival of Kerala 2026 events are also
planned in Chennai.

Source: UNI, 27 Oct 2026; ThePrint (PTI), 23 Sept 2026; Onmanorama, 12
& 26 Aug 2026; Wikipedia (Travancore-Cochin, Sengottai)

India’'s first indigenous bullet train 'B-28' -
co-designed by ICF and BEML; first body
frame under testing: Ashwini Vaishnaw

News: In his blog 'How India is building its first bullet
train' (24-25 Oct 2026), Union Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said the first body frame of the indigenous 'B-
28' train - being designed for 280 km/h jointly by the
Integral Coach Factory (ICF), Chennai, and BEML - is
complete and under structural testing; track trials are
expected by mid-2027. The next step is the 350 km/h 'B-
35'. The Mumbai-Ahmedabad high-speed corridor (508
km) is designed for 350 km/h; the first service (Surat-
Vapi) is planned for the last quarter of 2027. Note: no
official statement says the design is fully 'ready’ - the
first frame is at the testing stage.
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(WevLl - Y&HWSHTUNS HCeus ulfl5 5L 1D; Fuilev Mumbai - Ahmedabad high-speed corridor; train build -
SwiflliL - GlumkIgesh(H (BEML), Q& estement (ICF) Bengaluru (BEML), Chennai (ICF)

SILD&FLD efleuryib Point Details

guilev 'B-28' - 6ulgeuenioliL| GeussLd 280 &).L6./ Train 'B-28' - design speed 280 km/h; co-designed
ewofl; ICF + BEML saL(h) eulgeusmLOLIL); by ICF + BEML; BEML's 'Aditya’ plant,
BEML-65T 'S8 WM 965060, GlLIMISe6ThH(T Bengaluru (opened Apr 2026)
(e711. 2026-60 HIMLILY)

@UUBSLD 918. 2024 - ICF, BEML-5(5 2 915 Gouss Contract Oct 2024 - ICF awarded BEML ¥866.87 crore
TU96LE (6THE: (& T866.87 GasITly GUILITHELD for 2 high-speed trainsets (327.86 crore per
(62 QUL 1988, T27.86 Camig) car)

hlemev (PHEV 2 L6VFLLGLD SWITI - Status First body frame ready - structural testing;
SLLeOWLILIF CFTHem6tT; HL& track trials mid-2027; next, the 350 km/h 'B-
Gamgement 2027 BHILLUGS); S1(HSS! 350 35'
&.15. 'B-35'

MAHSR euflSBLID  (LPLDEMLI - SI&HLSTLTS, 508 &).16.; 12 MAHSR Mumbai - Ahmedabad, 508 km; 12 stations
Blemevimigs6T (BKC L (hb Hlevs slg); corridor (only BKC underground); about 465 km on
&MY 465 &).16. 2wyl LU Umeuld; 2x25 viaduct; 2x25 kV electrification; Japanese J-
kV WlesTiowid; soliuimesflul J-slab &L 1b slab track

ClrwsvL(HBgIeugl CaH W 45 GCeuss Tulley HLpsLD Implementer  National High Speed Rail Corporation Ltd
(NHSRCL); eoliLimesflest e 65185 medT 6l & 66T (NHSRCL); Japan's Shinkansen technology,
Qg mfl6vm|LLID, JICA &L 65T JICA loan

H&w ULGIQL 2026-27: 7 915 Geuss New corridors Budget 2026-27: 7 high-speed corridors

6ULH & & LM 5 6iT 6ULPl &S L MmIG6IT (& Loy 4,000 &.15.) - (about 4,000 km) - incl. Chennai-Bengaluru,
Cl&65T6m 68T 6] LI 85 06TH(TH, EMEUDSTTLITE- Hyderabad-Chennai
ClEstTemesT 2 L LIL



L9 esT60T6D0M:

o QamflevmLLib: 9HCeuss TuN6LS6T 'SHTIHlene6y
386Vl LImens' (standard gauge, 1,435 LB).16.)-60
@wimi@&leTmesT; @HEIW FuNeLEeLUIN6DT 6LLESLDTETT
umens '9i&6vLl Lmens' (broad gauge, 1,676 L).L6.).
Grmest, &Hevflll Limeng G&Hemeu eTesTLIS T6V
CUBLLEGS 2 WFLLLL LTeusSev; 40 LS., 970 Ledt
STLI&He06T G (pemmuiley FHmIWD "L
@emLGleusrll rmev’ (Full Span Launching) wpemm
vwestuhHE MmEI.

6UTEVITM): 2 6VE160T (P&H6V Bi&H1Geus 'LjsVeVL" Tullev -
soliumestlesT CLTEmSCLT afl6sTa mesT6l & 60T,
CLT&HICWIT - eearsT, 1 918, 1964 (CLT&EHCwiT
60L& (PeiTesiIL(h). @bSwm-goriLimest MAHSR
eUILBHSLD 2015 19&DLIf6Y; Bilg&&sev 14 Cl&Ll. 2017,
SIGOSTUITS.

BEML (UMT& 6778 epeurfeny eSIBIGILL) - LImT&ISmLL
SIMDFEFHSHS60T & (LP6IT6T GILIMGHISGHIemM [HM|616TTLD,
H6M6VENLOWISLD GILIMISesTH(H; GILL Gy, Tuilsv

QUL 986, HImIS-&L (HLmeT @WIhS THIsET,
UM&ISTLIL| 6UTS60TRIS6T SWT&ESIME].

SLOPHT[H CISTLIFL: B-28 7ulledlssr aulgeentoligley
LkIG0l&meiTeug) b, BEML-8(8) eeLILIH&LD
euLPmIEIWIGILD CFesTement GILITLDLLFl6L 2 6iTer
Q(HE&lenestTHS Tuiley UL ys C\sTHmaTsney (ICF).
LULGIgL 2026-27-60 SileN sl 7 S Gous

eULP &L MIS6TTI60 )& 65T60 60T LM e6TH(h,

AN SHTTLTS-GlF6sTen6sT Y& @\reser(hlLd
SPHTLenLS C&m(h&esTmeT.

Background:

» Technology: high-speed trains run on standard gauge
(1,435 mm), while Indian Railways' usual track is broad
gauge (1,676 mm). Since a straight, dedicated alignment
is needed, most of the line is on viaduct, built by the Full
Span Launching Method that lifts 40 m, 970-tonne
girders in one go.

« History: the world's first high-speed 'bullet' train -
Japan's Tokaido Shinkansen, Tokyo - Osaka, 1 Oct 1964
(ahead of the Tokyo Olympics). The India-Japan MAHSR
agreement was signed in Dec 2015; foundation stone 14
Sept 2017, Ahmedabad.

* BEML (Bharat Earth Movers Ltd) - a PSU under the
Ministry of Defence, headquartered in Bengaluru; it
makes metro and rail coaches, mining-construction
equipment and defence vehicles.

Tamil Nadu link: the Integral Coach Factory (ICF),
Perambur, Chennai, co-designs the B-28 and awarded
BEML its contract. Of the 7 high-speed corridors
announced in Budget 2026-27, two - Chennai-
Bengaluru and Hyderabad-Chennai - touch Tamil Nadu.

U SHTID: NFlestsv (NGL, 8. 25, 2026; srveurmeRwim, GlgL. 10, 2026;
NBM&CW, 6mLLD6N &Y oLl 2L060T, 6711 2026; &) Gloaslest CLo& ST (248.
2024); &) Hluteiv 6o, LN, 1, 2026

Source: Business Today, 25 Oct 2026; Swarajya, 10 Sept 2026; NBM&CW,
Times of Oman, Apr 2026; The Machine Maker (Oct 2024); The News
Minute, 1 Feb 2026



(16) &5 H) W 2 6ITHI6NMD DIEDIDTFEIJ
SHFaRSIT LIS LD 2026 - 490 smaU6L,
UMTSISTLL|L LiessilWITeIiyas (61hH &5 (8
Siplefliy

QEFwIS): LEEHI 2 6TFHIDM HEDWWFFHD 5. 31,
2026 oi60TM)| (FFSTT 6LV LIGL6V LNMBSHIT6T -
Ca&lw emmIenLo &leoTid) 2026~ 1D 24,6507 &S T6sT
'WHSW 2_61TGI6MM SHEMDEFFT SHFARSIT LISHSH LD’
(Kendriya Grihmantri Dakshata Padak) Glum|Geuriy
ULy wensy HMeNSHS5 . OMH VRIS, Wieoflwiso
NTCaamIseT, LSS YU |HS SHITEU6D LIEHL &6
(CAPF), &8\ W& &meusy enLoliLseT (CPO)
pFlweumenmg Carmbg 490 Guy G iyey: FlmLiLy
BL6UIEEMS ~ 358, LjsuenTITIeY (investigation) - 123,
sLW gnleflwiev - 9. HmLiL BLeuy&HensLl LNiflalley
CRPF (114), b& & wemm (& 6Uifl&erT, &mhig sumiflwib
(CBIC - 56), LIEH&ETLI STeU6VGI6DM (37), Hl6ved
SBITeU6LG|6mM (36) (L6tT6BTI6Mm6L.

EhY: ) efleuryLd

USHEELD HS 2 6TTHIMM HEDWDFF] HFaqST
LBESLD (S8epSM = Slpenio [ Hpuiy)

BimieNuwisg) 2 6THIOM HMEFS MlaN&Hens, 1 9L
2024

EY15) [\ [NTH 8ot (HCHTMID 4. 31 (LGL6L

iTeir DS bTeT)

2026 LILIgWi6V 490 Guy - FiMLIL BLEUIgEHMS 358,
YevesTmley 123, LW mleSlwisv 9

(ypedTesflemsy CRPF 114; CBIC 56; Ligp&TLI 37; 6060 36;
OMT&&65TL 28 (FIMLIL| [EL6UYE&HENS)
(PIhems Wi 2024 - 463 Guij; 2025 - 1,466 Guiy
24,6001 (H) & 61T
L1NedTevT6vDf1:

* USHS&HSS 6T CHT&HED: FIMLIL| FLEUIGENS,
LevesTmiLi6e), 2 6meyLl Lessfl, LW Simlaflwisy gy alw
slenmserflev Fimbg Lestllenw HmSsHFES], 2 Wiy
QamMleLEnms SIS 2618 G658,
&ITeU6V G MM UN6BTII60T 6T 2 M| SHleMWl 2 WITHSHI6USI.
SITEU6V, LITSH|SITLIL| S|6MLOLIL|S6IT, 2_61T6
SI6MOLILIG6T, NSG, HETLD enFLI6Ten, HL I
SIMlaNWI6L M) (EHTSHET & (&S W60 WLI6UTEET.

o LHSHW W58 &TeU6L LIenL&6T (CAPF) - 2 6Tglemm
SIMDEFHSHSH60T SHLP 7: SFTD eniyLilemsry, BSF, CISF,
CRPF, ITBP, NSG, SSB. uilevGeu LImg&mLiLL1 LienL
(RPF) - pulleuGeu oyemw&ssssler &1 (RPF FLLLD
1957); @181 CAPF 9j606v.

Kendriya Grihmantri Dakshata Padak 2026
announced for 490 police and security
personnel

News: On 31 Oct 2026 (Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel's birth
anniversary - National Unity Day) the Union Ministry of
Home Affairs announced the 2026 list of the 'Kendriya
Grihmantri Dakshata Padak' (Union Home Minister's
Medal for Excellence). 490 personnel of States, Union
Territories, Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) and
Central Police Organisations (CPOs) were chosen: special
operations - 358, investigation - 123, forensic science -
9. In special operations, the CRPF (114), the Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC - 56), Punjab
Police (37) and Delhi Police (36) led.

Point Details

Medal Kendriya Grihmantri Dakshata Padak
('Dakshata’ = skill / excellence)

Instituted MHA notification, 1 Feb 2024

Announced Every 31 Oct (Patel's birth anniversary)

2026 list 490 - special operations 358, investigation 123,

forensic science 9

Leaders CRPF 114; CBIC 56; Punjab 37; Delhi 36;
Jharkhand 28 (special operations)

Earlier years 2024 - 463; 2025 - 1,466

Background:

» Purpose: to recognise excellent work in special
operations, investigation, intelligence and forensic
science, promote high professional standards and boost
morale. Police, security and intelligence organisations,
the NSG, Assam Rifles and forensic scientists are eligible.

» Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) - seven under the
MHA: Assam Rifles, BSF, CISF, CRPF, ITBP, NSG and SSB.
The Railway Protection Force (RPF) is under the Ministry
of Railways (RPF Act 1957) and is not a CAPF.



» CRPF sugeumm): 27 go9emev 1939-60 G &&l6v (DS HIWIL

NyCGs &) 'Slayest LNTHBHISE smeusuuienL’ (Crown
Representative's Police) 9488 ClamLm& Wwg|; 28 1n&.
1949 CRPF &LLLD ep6vld 'W&HSHW flEFFeu &Teuev LienL '
eTeoTLl QUIwy M. @b&Hlwmelles Wlesl Gluflw
CAPF.

*» CBIC - W& SW H1&) S6MDFFEHE S 60T 6U(IHEUTIIS
SlenmuNetr &SLp; &g 6uif], LSS GST, HL&S6V
&bHLY y&Hlweumenms seussfledlimg (2018-60 CBEC
eTesTLIS60)(HB & ClLwy LTMMLD). HLW ymledlulev:
Caalws LW SMIallWiey LIV&HmeV&ssLWD (NFSU) -
&THSHBST (&RTTs), NFSU &LL1D 2020.

SUIPKHTH CISILFL: FiDLL HLeUYSHMSL
Mifleflev Cleuerflwimest mBHlev suMflL LILLgu165160
SLLHT(H @svemsv. Gleustflwimest UL iguwiedleoTLLg,
SIPHTLenLE C&FHE 3 CUIT @LLbGILMM|ETETEDT —
Yevestmiie]L1 LNifle9l6v ASP-&&6TT g (&Lomifl, edl.
F&H61% LM, HLW SMlallwiedlsv glenewor @)Ww1s &b
JreLuTh FE&BrsS. SBPHT(H sSreusuglenm 1859
G DML L& SITeU6D FLLSE60T LLH6VLD
(PEmMLILILY HeDWESLILLLE]; SLOIDIBTLIGET (LP&H6V
SIMETSHG| LS&6ITT STeusL hleneuwid 1992-60
ClastTemest L UNTLD 6T6TEE6V IS TLHBISLILILL )
(@mbSHlwmelesr (p&Hevmeug| 1973-60
CamflaCamiigev).

o &myD: ANI / &) hlugsiv Wlev, FAlWMGIBL Bl gL N6, 948. 31, 2026;
leflL1uL66T (2025 - 1,466), GlL&&TeT GlamTmev(h) (2024 - 463)

(17) BT S [JITLD(S)650TIg6V 'SITLD He6ugm'
ey ) Flbamen s (&LOLIGLD6TITEM6U S
(SHYWTES Sensvellf C15mLmif)
DU SITIT

QFWS): (5l WTsS Hemevell] HEITeTLS) (DT Bis.
31, 2026 (gevfl&&p6010) Si65TM)| HITEF & 85160
Camsmeuifls &enrulley6mer [TLD(E600Tie60 51 Silg

2 W LIEHFCITEHSE 6\&MgsESLISSH 6V 'SITLD &Heugar'
(yesflaas Glasmy) mm), BTl &-SliflwibLCaeneury
Flbameng & WLGLeTTen6u (WenmLiLilg C\STLMRIE
MEUSBITIT. (SLOLGCLETTE Gl&Tigem W 69(H GlLIesoT
gHMwg| @566 (P&H6v (e 6TeTe Gl FISH) &6
Fom|HeTM60T. G BITETTIEV LDSTTTOKLYT (PSHEV6UIT
CaGeumdr LiILstrmallen SliflwibLiGasenveurflsy
EORTUTES STH5SHIL Q&M goilermy. 13

SIS TLTES6IT 60T L& HS|86IT LIl Gammesti.

o CRPF history: raised on 27 July 1939 at Neemuch (Madhya
Pradesh) as the 'Crown Representative's Police'; renamed
the Central Reserve Police Force by the CRPF Act of 28
Dec 1949. It is India's largest CAPF.

e CBIC - under the Department of Revenue, Ministry of
Finance; handles customs, Central GST and anti-
smuggling (renamed from CBEC in 2018). Forensics: the
National Forensic Sciences University (NFSU) is at
Gandhinagar (Gujarat), under the NFSU Act 2020.

Tamil Nadu link: Tamil Nadu is not in the published
State-wise list for special operations. As per the
published list, 3 personnel from Tamil Nadu figure -
ASPs Madhu Kumari and V. Satish Kumar (investigation)
and Deputy Director Rajshree Raghunath (forensic
science). The Tamil Nadu Police was formally set up
under the Madras District Police Act, 1859; Tamil Nadu's
first All Women Police Station opened at Thousand
Lights, Chennai, in 1992 (India's first was at Kozhikode in
1973).

Source: ANI / The News Mill, Asianet Newsable, 31 Oct 2026; The Tribune
(2025 - 1,466), Deccan Herald (2024 - 463)

President Murmu hoists the ‘'Dharma
Dhwaja' at Ramkund, Nashik, to open the
Nashik-Trimbakeshwar Simhastha Kumbh
(31 Oct)

News: On Saturday, 31 Oct 2026, President Droupadi
Murmu hoisted the 'Dharma Dhwaja’ (sacred flag) on a
51-ft panchadhatu (five-metal) flagpole at Ramkund on
the Godavari in Nashik, formally opening the Nashik-
Trimbakeshwar Simhastha Kumbh Mela. Reports said it
was the first time a woman hoisted the Kumbh flag. The
same day, Maharashtra CM Devendra Fadnavis hoisted
the flag at Kushavarta Tirtha in Trimbakeshwar. Mahants
of the 13 akhadas took part.
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efleuryid
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S7ss, HFlwbLCHe6UT ((LPSeVeUTT
uLesTmeNlen)

51 9jlg LIEHhFCELTEHS SLDLID; G1&MiguN6v
s, @ flwett, Fh&Teot, LTS
&H6VFLD

Gamgmeuif] - HiflwbLCaenveuT 3i(HCs
NgbwEifluNev 2 HLGE

2 91,8. 2027, 31 gu.8. 2027; @miS) - 11

Q&L (Brfls), 12 Q&L 2027
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24 2996m6v 2028 - Q&MY @MEELD (&FLOMy
1 &y6057(h) 9 LOMTSHLD)

(&LLGLETIT - 06315 (560881 65T 3 (THELL
wesoTLITL (L Lurgbuflwl KgSHbl&n
uliguiev, 2017

ARABIAN SEA

e Haridwar

e Prayagraj

BAY OF BENGAL

INDIAN OCEAN !

Nashik-Trimbakeshwar (Godavari) - Haridwar, Prayagraj, Ujjain

(other Kumbh sites)

Point

Opening

Flag

River

Amrit Snans

Close

UNESCO

DIETS

31 Oct 2026 - Ramkund, Nashik (President);
Kushavarta Tirtha, Trimbakeshwar (CM
Fadnavis)

51-ft five-metal pole; flag shows lion, Sun,
Moon and the Amrit Kalash

Godavari - rises at Brahmagiri near
Trimbakeshwar

2 Aug 2027, 31 Aug 2027; last - 11 Sep (Nashik),
12 Sep 2027 (Trimbakeshwar)

24 July 2028 - flag lowered (about 1 year 9
months)

Kumbh Mela - Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, 2017



LN edT6vT6BO

o IBT6OT(S) (HLOLIGLDETTS H6VMmIS6T: ADIflSEUTT (Hhiens),
NTWTSrTe (&miens-w(penesT-&reveus) &iflGeussst)
FRIGLOID), 2 en 60T (QEILITT), HTele-
SiflwbuCaseveur (Camgmeurfl). &wmy 12
2TT(H)&(ETH (S R(HLEMD REUCIT(H HEVSSIVID
BEOLEILIMILD; FPSHT HSOTSHIL 4TSS
glefl&eT 69(1pha @)LMISET eT6tTLIG)| HLOLIE6M .

'Fbamens' C\LIWITS STFesoTLd: (& (H (ewmLpest -
Jupiter) &b (Leo) pr&luilev @)\ (& & WwEUTg| BT s,
2 _sDEMmE6IT (§LDLIGLO6ITTES6IT HemLGlLIM |6 S Tev
'FIbam6NG' 6T60T 6mLP& S LILI(H&lesTm6DT.

SliflwbuGseneur - 12 Gl edinigsnigerflev ¢6tTm;
BTEFE LDMEULLLD, LOSTTeIgTLD. BT & 60T Li(Eh&F6Lly
- @ TTLOTW6EstTE &)L 60T GIGTLTL|6mLLI]; [JITLD(&600TL
SiBIGsTer eofls B higienm.

UNESCO: (oG 2017-60 Glg6sT6lss miflwimelssr
Geoazeailey BLBS i(Heull LmFuflws & pedlesr 12-
6ug| SiwFellev NFHBHISIL Ll lgui1edl6v
CoTHSLILILLG). S6TOTEROLOW LOST (GLDLIGLDETT —
Nywrermey, 2025.

SIPHT([H CIHTLIL: 'C\g6tTeTTL (H& (& WwuGerT'
eTeoTLILI(HILD LOSSTLOESLD & (6HEFITEU,IT LDMEUL L LD
&LLGSTeTOTESH160 12 24,6807 (H & (6TH 8 (F) 62 (TH(LPEDM
STDSHE (§)6MSHSH6V (&MY 6.2 &)
BEnL6ILMISIMS) - (& FIbL FrFluilev @) (mHes &L
L W&HSHETM]. HenLFWTs 22 L. 2016; H S5
2028. oy e50T(HGCHTMILD 'L &' HEMLGILMIS DS

S STTLD: Y S mEFeumesst] ClawidlasT, IANS [ LiehamLll Caaifl, 8. 31,
2026; PTI | &) 658 (il Leuemer, 1 2g96iT 2025); UNESCO;
eNGHE LTI WIT (LOSTLOSLD)

Background:

» Four Kumbh sites: Haridwar (Ganga), Prayagraj (Triveni
Sangam of Ganga, Yamuna and Saraswati), Ujjain (Shipra)
and Nashik-Trimbakeshwar (Godavari). Each hosts it
about once in 12 years; tradition holds that drops of
amrit fell there during the Samudra Manthan.

» Why 'Simhastha': the Nashik and Ujjain Kumbhs are held
when Jupiter (Brihaspati) is in Simha (Leo), hence the
name 'Simhastha’.

» Trimbakeshwar is one of the 12 Jyotirlingas, in Nashik
district, Maharashtra. Nashik's Panchavati is linked to the
Ramayana; Ramkund is the sacred bathing ghat there.

* UNESCO: the Kumbh Mela was inscribed on the
Representative List at the 12th session of the Intangible
Heritage Committee at Jeju, South Korea, in 2017. The
latest Maha Kumbh was at Prayagraj in 2025.

Tamil Nadu link: the Mahamaham, called the 'Kumbh of
the South', is held once in 12 years at the Mahamaham
tank (about 6.2 acres) in Kumbakonam, Thanjavur
district - on Masi Magham when Jupiter is in Leo. Last
held on 22 Feb 2016; next in 2028. 'Masi Magham' is held
every year.

Source: News On AIR, IANS / Punjab Kesari, 31 Oct 2026; PTI / The Week
(schedule, 1 June 2025); UNESCO; Wikipedia (Mahamaham)



(18] (SHsuamns s aflimest Hlenevwid
SISO FHMILDE) 6MLOWILDITE
V)10 - [HITLI965T | SITLOIY
euensHHl6v 81% &miflev

QIS QeusIBTL(H) 6UTSHSHEHS H6M6VEHLD
@w&EBIsD (DGFT) 948. 30, 2026 46TM)
SiMleN&enss erevor 46/2026-DGFT LP6VLD, (H6UAMTE S
GeumsNiflw Camimms LFGsHTeLTL FFeuCsH e
efmet Hlemevwid euLflwims &yl (agarwood)
6T6B0TG6TOT UL, S TLOTE &Fl6V6VI&6TT, OIS TLTL6mL W
Clum(msiTaeneT FMHMILS) &I B IHS55 8| (ITC
(HS) gmmIn&)& GlameTeng 2022, i1 L6U6m6woT 2,
SISHWTWLD 12 S(HSSLD). HETD (PSH6veU] amlobHs
Nleveu &Fwmedler Camflsengssnil FHMSTE &S W
UTSHSHS SMWEFEFT LNULeis Camwey 9i8. 31 geTm)
Q5 feNSSTH. BTLIG6ST HSFLOT 6U6TSHS6V &M 81%
SIFMLO6L 2 6iTETS|.

CommevmsmE:

2719155 L6V eursIs e Sl Lm

. N EILIC T ¥
BBSNLT GBS 6D Y

Guamns S (LHw emm|h) enlowiibd) - CameumasmL
(ODOP) - BI15815E 4 (TDCIHETC SiIDH))

Guwahati airport approved as an export
point for agarwood chips and oil - Assam
holds 81% of India's agarwood resources

News: On 30 Oct 2026, the Directorate General of
Foreign Trade (DGFT), by Notification No. 46/2026-DGFT,
allowed exports of agarwood oil, agarwood chips and
allied products through Lokpriya Gopinath Bordoloi
International Airport, Guwahati (amending Chapter 12,
Schedule 2 of the ITC (HS) Export Policy 2022). Union
Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal said on 31 Oct that this
met Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma's request. Assam
holds about 81% of India's agarwood resources.

e Golaghat
Guwahati

ARABIAN SEA BAY OF BENGAL

o Tuticorin
INDIAN OCEAN %

Guwahati (new export point) - Golaghat (ODOP) - Tuticorin

(already allowed)




I|LDFLD eNeurio

Ne9Nsenss 6T600T 46/2026-DGFT, 30 8. 2026

&lw GoumasLNflw Camimrs LFCsTeumi

ey ML) FreuGs g ellomest HlemevwWiLd, (H6UMTEH
65ILOWILD

6y G5 68TC6u (PemL, HeUGEFeUT, Cl&TLVES ST,

3169 |LD&H) Qamad, £l6v60), ClF6sTen6tT, HTSHSHI5 G,

SIBFsET6N, CamflEtasm(),
&)(HEUETTIHSLITLD, STEBOTL6VIT, (PIHESTT

LiTh 565607 CITES @\ evTraiss (618 (& CITES eyhmiLo
b5 QUEIC) uojusl
SIMISHEF FL(H SLLTWLD

S|FMD IBITL LY 63T 6L6ITEE16V &LOMI 81%; &LOMT 12
Gamig LOIMIGET; 50,000+ eNleugmuNse,
G mLflevmeTa6T
S|6TTTEMLD GLp 2026 - (PSH6L FLLLILLT6U &Fl6V6Y| &6
sJHMILD &) Fo ) SIGrlwim, UAE-8(5; 8. 2026 - 123

HCeurm (CaHTeVTEITL) &ILIMUIE S,

LN edT6UTETON:

o SISFTLOTLD (6L [ 2618 - oud): 348 &WCGsuflwm
(Aquilaria) Guiflest LOMRIG6IT 68T 2_6ITLOTESH6V LL(6HENFS
CaTHMI FHUHILEUTS), T &F&HEGW LNFlesrmev
& (HEDLOWITE SLTHSHIWMGLD HMILOETIT LOFLD.
Qumen&ss s&mh&srflsv &Lomy 100-60 7 LOIHISEI6V
WL HGW @& 2 (HEUTEIMG). 261G |LISS), UTEFEN6ITS
SlyeflwiLd (26rs, 6TesoT6l63oTIL), LD (THESHI6USHS6V LILIGHT.

o LUMgIs UL Blemev: (&l @eoTld Aquilaria
malaccensis (&L Thymelaeaceae) - IUCN 'l&
SI(mEW @eorid' (Critically Endangered); 1995 (p&6v
CITES NesrevflemevorLiL] II; 2004-6v iemestsHg| Aquilaria
@\ eoTrI8 (6THLD LN 6tT6nflemenoriiL II-60 GeyLiLy. CITES -
1973, eumaImIL 65T eLILITHSLD.

° QIFITLD: LIGTSTENL I STLOEHLISSHIE) & FLOTLI
ULenLu9lev eTSLILILL 'FMEhEFILITE' 6Q6M60& 861119861
H&Lpolummeneu. GameumssTL LOMeUL L &S)60T & FLOTLI
CIUM(mHEITEEIT '62 (I LOMeULLLD 6o(Th Glum(meiT (ODOP)
SILLS )60 2 6IT6IT60T. & M(LPL6BT LO6TIILILLT,
BTSTEVMHG!, SFILTT afleusmuilsemLD
LwesTelumieur.

« ellomest HlemevwiLt Gluwif: CamNmTs LFCsmevmi
(1890-1950) - &5HST @QbHSHWTaIl60 HEFTLO6IT (LPS6L
(PSHEVEOEFEFT (1946 (Lp&H6L LNTHLOT); @HSHIWILI
LflellemssTuN6oTCLIMTS| SIFTLD &HILPE (S,

LTS Ten)|L 65T GEFTTLOEV &TSHSH6UTT; 1999-60 LITTS
J&60TIT (LM M6 85 (&HLI L60T).

SUIPHT(H CISITLITL|: SISITLOI 6T6voTGl6soTU,
Fleve)| & 6T FMMILD&) & (&) FMGl&6uT G
SIBISHSBSHLILILL 12 6nLWIhIS6I60 SLOIDHTL L9 65T
ClF6TEM6TT, HTEH G5Bl S WLen6N
@LbGlummeTemesT. HLOIPlEL @& 'H&l6v'
sTeoTLLI(H &M G| (B DHLemS' - 36V FLI Ljens).

Point Details

Notification No. 46/2026-DGFT, 30 Oct 2026

New export Lokpriya Gopinath Bordoloi International
point Airport, Guwahati

Already Mumbai, Nhava Sheva, Kolkata, Cochin, Delhi,
allowed Chennai, Tuticorin, Amritsar, Calicut,

Thiruvananthapuram, Kandla, Mundra

Condition CITES export permit required for CITES-listed
species
Assam About 81% of national resource; about 12 crore

trees; 50,000+ farmers and workers

Recent May 2026 - first legal chips consignment to
exports Saudi Arabia and UAE; Oct 2026 - 123 kg
(Golaghat) to Dubai

Background:

» Agarwood (agar / oud): a fragrant wood formed when
the heartwood of Aquilaria trees is infected by a fungus
(mould) and the tree secretes resin, turning it dark and
dense. In natural forests only about 7 in 100 trees form it.
Used in incense, perfume (oud oil) and medicine.

» Conservation: the main species, Aquilaria malaccensis
(family Thymelaeaceae), is IUCN 'Critically Endangered’;
in CITES Appendix II since 1995; all Aquilaria species were
added to Appendix II in 2004. CITES is the 1973
Washington convention.

» Assam: ancient Kamarupa is known for 'Sanchipat’
manuscripts written on agarwood bark. Golaghat
district's agarwood products are under '‘One District One
Product' (ODOP). Farmers in Manipur, Nagaland and
Tripura also benefit.

« Airport name: Gopinath Bordoloi (1890-1950) - Assam's
first Chief Minister after Independence (Premier from
1946); helped keep Assam from going to East Pakistan at
Partition; Bharat Ratna 1999 (posthumous).

Tamil Nadu link: Chennai and Tuticorin in Tamil Nadu
are among the 12 points already allowed for agarwood
oil and chips exports. In Tamil, agarwood is called 'agil'
(‘agirpugai' - agarwood smoke).




U STD: DGFT 9ypflefldena 46/2026 (Lmé6m & (m), IANS [ elsvevmhl Source: DGFT Notification 46/2026 (TaxGuru), IANS / The Shillong Times,
6L D6, 8. 30-31, 2026; e LISigwim (Agarwood) 30-31 Oct 2026; Wikipedia (Agarwood)
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@ P! QevorLevL FerSlest o560
2 6MBITL (HiLl LL,&FF & 615meved)
epevsgam|; RELIEF $HLL 55188 DGFT
51601653155 (5 (LD

Q&) (1) PI @esoTLevLif610 BIMI616TTLD By&s. 29,
2026 oj6otm)| (L&l Hl6v6Y) 'emuGuimssrumesfledLIGTmey'
(Pioxaniliprole) etesTm LL&&F&61&m6060 eLP6VEF060M
GleusuNLLg); 696U TUN S (6THE S TETT 1860
swmflilesr Gluwy 'smuGuimgenvgmest' (Pioxazon -
20% SC). wHH WL L FF &6l meved) sumflwib &
u&leys & (P (CIB&RC) &Hev18] 476-6u8| Fal LSS60
(Gl&Ll. 2026) @ens Ll LSHley CFWIg|, '@BSHwmallsu
S6BTLMIWILILIL L (Lp&6V LLEFF & 618 mev60] ClFWsVTE L
ClummeTT eTesT SRS 555 (2) CLom @ Y Fws
&L6V6ULY @60 ULMISEMTEY LIMHlEasLILILL

FOMILS WM& (ETHESTeT RELIEF &L &&)6oT 1)L
LwesTUTL 6L WD FHenLILd GowbLi(h&Hg DGFT os.
30, 2026 oy60TM)| (6UTHSHS HMeNLiL| 33/2026-27) 6

2 MILLN6STIT &165)650T8 (&(LD60IEU HEDLDSESHS!.

PI Industries unveils Pioxaniliprole, India's
first indigenously discovered insecticide
molecule; DGFT sets up sub-committee to
improve use of RELIEF export scheme

News: (1) PI Industries unveiled the insecticide molecule
'Pioxaniliprole’ on 29 Oct 2026 (New Delhi); its farmer
product is 'Pioxazon' (20% SC). The Central Insecticides
Board & Registration Committee (CIB&RC) registered it
at its 476th meeting (Sep 2026), recognising it as 'the
first insecticide active ingredient discovered in India'. (2)
On 30 Oct 2026 (Trade Notice 33/2026-27) the DGFT set
up a six-member sub-committee to improve fund use
and uptake of the RELIEF scheme for exporters hit by
West Asian shipping disruptions.

DIENS

emLIGWITE e mesfledl IGTmey — PI
@\esoTL 6L IFE10; 10 24,6607 (h 85 (6TH &5 (& GLO6V
Spuley; swmfliyl Quwiy
'snLGwimgsengmest (20% SC)

CIB&RC 476-6u5)| oL LLb (Cl&LI1. 2026) -
LL,&& 8618 mevedl &6 FLLLD 1968 LNifley
9(3)

epevESFam|

ugbley

GIB6L - LD(EHF6IT &600T(H & &I6M6ITLILITEDT;
Cl&TETITENL&HSL6016V - SHTUIS
glemerrLiLimest; LenL UL (fall armyworm)
2 eerflLemeu

@e6vsE L
L &&l et

RELIEF Resilience & Logistics Intervention for Export
Facilitation - ¥497 Gamiy; Ml &Hens

65/2025-26, 19 omy& 2026

DGFT-65T @)(H &a.(h &6V &H6m6V6mLD

QWS EGBISET (F78EL CUTSE TS,
EPM Nifl6&6TT) @)601650T8 &6M6V6UTE6T;
UTHSHS Hleom, ECGC, H&Hl& Caeneussit
&lenm 2 UL 6T &6

516516507185 (5(LD

&mev HLigLiL RELIEF gam)| 11 (95% @@L &miiL) - 31 rj&
2027 susny (SimleNl&emas 37/2026-27, 30

Q&L1. 2026)

Molecule Pioxaniliprole - PI Industries; over a decade of

research; product 'Pioxazon' (20% SC)

Registration CIB&RC 476th meeting (Sept 2026) - Section

9(3), Insecticides Act 1968

Target pests Rice yellow stem borer; Bengal gram pod borer;

fall armyworm and others

RELIEF Resilience & Logistics Intervention for Export
Facilitation - 497 crore; Notification 65/2025-
26, 19 Mar 2026

Sub- Co-chaired by two Addl DGFTs (Logistics and

committee EPM divisions); members from Dept of
Commerce, ECGC, Dept of Financial Services

Extension RELIEF Component II (95% risk cover) - till 31

Mar 2027 (Notification 37/2026-27, 30 Sep
2026)



L9 esT60T6D0M:

o UFFE0618M6060) 6o(L0MmIEWenm: @bHlwimalley
L &F&tlamevedserflet Lugle, 2 MLSSH), a9MHLenesT -
LLFF&61&mev6dl&sT FLLLD 1968; LiS6)| SiemLDLIL]
CIB&RC (G6uSITT6BT S6MDEFSHLD, coLIfISHTLITS).
@sleueny @bSHWm CLmLUTeY(D CleuebBm(h&erflev
S6TLMIWILILILL pP6VSHFaM|Hen6TS ST SHSHSI;

enLIGWIm&enmesiledICTTev 2 6THTL 96V &H65sTLMIHG)I,

Lomblev GeLETITEsIT L6V 606088085 MIS (6THL 63T LI6V
@\L& g6 y Wieserfley CamhesslLlLg).

 uem LU (Fall armyworm - Spodoptera frugiperda):
316w s&Temeus CEFHE &S TLOILIL L L&)
@b&Hwmallev (P&eT(Lse016v 2018-60 &IHTLESSH 60
SsoTLMIWLLILILL§); 0&HSTECFTETSH0S 5 &HLD
BT EGHMG|. ClH6V6eOI6sT LD(Eh&F6IT &68oT(H5
glemerrLiLimest (Scirpophaga incertulas) - Glpevedl 6ot
PSS WL LLF&.

* RELIEF &L L1D: G (8 &w Clb(HES1gWLITeV
(Cammywe Biflemesst @enLuLmi) LITSHlESLILILL
FOMILOSWITEITTE (6THE ST STEVEUTLDL|S S LLD;
ECGC epevib Glgwevim(h). epstTm| samise: (I)
NestCevrma&Slw LmgsmLL - 14 90.-15 wmjg 2026
SIILIL(H & (ETHE () 100% euen Fa(hSHev @ILIT STLIL;

(II) T Fasmev HLOLNEGEEMSS - 95% eueniy @LF srLiL; (I1I)

ECGC smulS(H @6veurs MSME-8(6TH&(8) 15 & 8
&LILI6Y, &MU (H& &L LestTSHS 60 50% 616D)I)
(@FH&BULEFLD T50 60LFLD) H)(HLILI 6ULPMIS6V.

o gMMI&E) GuUr.(h @uissD (EPM): w&HSHw
SIMEFTEn6L [H6U. 2025-60 6LIL|S6V; T25,060 Casiig,
2025-26 (6L 2030-31 6U6DI; &I6M6TITES S LhIG6IT
'Blywrg Lermeamamstt (Hl& 2 g69), 'hliywms
Sleagr (H&) emyrs 2 g6i). ECGC - 1957, (penL
H6DEVERLOWISLD, UTHSHE HEDLEFHSH 6T HLD.

SLOPHT[H) CIBTLITL: @616l (H Cl&F IS8 6THE LD
CrIns VLB [HS CIsTLTL
SiNleNsaLLLaN6vem6v. ClH6L SLOLPHTL Lg65T

(P &6TEMLOLI LIUNIT 6T6STLISTEV LO(EH & 6T &600T(H &S
lenerLiLimest sL(HLuT(h wrbHlev afeusTuis shHe (&,
WP&HWLD; SLOIPHT(H CeL6ITTEToT LISVEEm 6088 L8 LD
(TNAU) Gamwibsaiflev 1971-60 HimieuiiLlLg).
gHMILEUN6L Cl&6sTENETT, HTSHSHISH Gl (6U.2-.81.)
HINM(PSMHIGET LOMH6VSHS60T (LPESIW 6UTUNEVES6IT.

2 &MyLD: PI @esorLenvLiforv Q&I e @&mILiL (29 i8. 2026), @b west

G\&L 860 HluLe (28 C1FLL), H&CTTen6ILIS LT, GGeTTL6)
9151fle6085 ] (CIB&RC 476-618| Sal LLD); ANI, LT&6VE)(F (LTS8
oMleflliL] 33/2026-27), 918. 30-31, 2026; 19 flLiuyest (EPM, Beu. 2025)

Background:

« Pesticide regulation: registration, manufacture and sale
of pesticides in India come under the Insecticides Act
1968; the registering body is the CIB&RC (Agriculture
Ministry, Faridabad). India had mostly made molecules
discovered abroad; Pioxaniliprole was discovered at
home and tested in multi-location field trials with State
Agricultural Universities.

« Fall armyworm (Spodoptera frugiperda): an invasive pest
from the Americas, first reported in India in Karnataka in
2018; it attacks maize most. The yellow stem borer
(Scirpophaga incertulas) is a major pest of rice.

» RELIEF: a time-bound scheme for exporters hit by the
West Asia crisis (Strait of Hormuz disruption), run
through ECGC. Three components: (I) retrospective
protection - up to 100% extra risk cover for shipments of
14 Feb-15 Mar 2026; (II) prospective cover - up to 95%;
(III) reimbursement of up to 50% of extra freight and
insurance costs (max ¥50 lakh) for MSMEs not insured
with ECGC.

» Export Promotion Mission (EPM): approved by the Union
Cabinet in Nov 2025; ¥25,060 crore for 2025-26 to 2030-
31; sub-schemes 'Niryat Protsahan' (financial support)
and 'Niryat Disha' (non-financial support). ECGC - 1957,
headquartered in Mumbai, under the Commerce
Ministry.

Tamil Nadu link: no direct Tamil Nadu link was reported
for either news point. Rice is Tamil Nadu's main crop, so
yellow stem borer control matters to the State's farmers;
Tamil Nadu Agricultural University (TNAU) was set up at
Coimbatore in 1971. For exports, Chennai and Tuticorin
(V.O. Chidambaranar) ports are the State's main
gateways.

Source: PI Industries press release (29 Oct 2026), Indian Chemical News
(28 Sept), AgroSpectrum, Global Agriculture (CIB&RC 476th meeting);
ANI, TaxGuru (Trade Notice 33/2026-27), 30-31 Oct 2026; The Tribune
(EPM, Nov 2025)



CaHlw giMlaNwev &(H55 IS,
2026: GRIQ&FIT - QMIJ(LPETOTLIT 6RIQ.E T
QLS5 Ta% allswmeuw i iressrail
Q&empwiLf &esTLIS) (P& ESILLD

QFuIS): Cadflw Mlallwisy oHhisTlfwss
&L (NCSM - &SI ListsTUTL (h H6DLFFEHLD)
H&1516060] Ca &I imlaflwisy enwwisHeev LSS
'Cadw gMleNwev &(HSSTHIE 2026'-@)6V, Glg&T
LOMBl6VLD LIGVTTaI&) [ LomeUL L LD Gevmi&migsm
6ULLITTLD SO (L6TOTLITENI60 2_6T6TT QLY &IT QLS Tk
efgwimevwimailest (OAV) 10-gyLb 61(GLIL| LOMesoTad)
GlgerbwLTh &estug) (Thanapati) (p&eSILL GlLmmmy
(QlEW): 8. 31, 2026). &(HLCLIT(HET: '@bHw
eTflEs S FaenL 2047: 6UMUILILIS(ETHLD &6UT6VS(ETHLD'
(Indian Energy Basket 2047: Prospects and Challenges).
13 Y6001 (h &(6TH & &L LN (&) @) &5 (HSSTRISI6V (L& T
LomessTeUy GILMILD (LP&H6L Gleumm) @&

2719155 L6V

. o/5) (15616 6L Ger 6]
BBSNLT GBS 6D Y
uevmrI i (eRlg8m) - L51616v60) (CaHFwE smmI) -

National Science Seminar 2026:
Soumyashree Thanapati of Odisha Adarsha
Vidyalaya, Jharmunda (Odisha) wins first
place

News: In the 'National Science Seminar 2026' held by
the National Council of Science Museums (NCSM - Union
Ministry of Culture) at the National Science Centre, New
Delhi, Soumyashree Thanapati, a Class X student of
Odisha Adarsha Vidyalaya (OAV), Jharmunda, Loisingha
block, Balangir district, Odisha, won first place (reported
31 Oct 2026). Theme: 'Indian Energy Basket 2047:
Prospects and Challenges'. It is the first win by an Odisha
student at this seminar in 13 years.

New Delhi

ARABIAN SEA

o Tirunelveli
INDIAN OCEAN %

Balangir (Odisha) - New Delhi (national round) - Kolkata (NCSM

QamevaH5T (NCSM &6mevenLowisid) - H)(HoIHeLGeeS)

HQ) - Tirunelveli



SILD&FLD eNeurio Point Details

Qeupmlwimery  GFeTLWILT ST - 10-41D 6U(GLIL, Winner Soumyashree Thanapati - Class X, OAV
OAV ZOTIT(LPEBITLIT, LIGOMTaIES)T OMeUL L LD, Jharmunda, Balangir district, Odisha
el

BLSSH WG| NCSM (g &lwiLs LissstUTL (h) Semw&gssd) | Organiser NCSM (Ministry of Culture) - National Science
- Cadw oMlaflwisy snwwib, Lg|$He0ed) Centre, New Delhi

SMHUOUMHET  @QBHSHW aTflFsHs) sasnL 2047: Theme Indian Energy Basket 2047: Prospects and
GUTILILIL| 85(6THLD &F6UTEV8(6THLD Challenges

555 8 (PH6L 10-4 1D 6U(GHLIL| LDITETITEUTEH6IT; Eligibility Classes VIII-X; school - block — district - State
Li6iTerfl = GULLITIFLD — LDM6UL L LD — LOMHl6VLD - national
- CaFAwib

CaHAlwE &mm)  6uGleum(F Hlevd/whesflwesr National Only one winner from each State/UT
NrCaas 8560 (HHSIW (H Cleupmlwmery | round
WL (HIb

HAouy 13 gy evoT(H&6TTI60 RIQEFTEE(S) (LPSHEV Significance  Odisha's first win in 13 years
GCleumm

LN esT6BTEBOH: Background:

» NCSM: 1978 eJLir76v 4 Bj60Tm)| LigleGleuwiniL * NCSM: an autonomous society registered on 4 April 1978;

S6OTESTTLEF FMISHLD; H6M6V6NWSHLD ClSTVSHSHSIT;
WHSH WL LesoTUTL (h) S6nLDEFEHSHSH 60T SHLD
QURIEGHH MG HSH6IT (PSH6L HMeNwien
SI(HRSTLAWSLD - 018sT60&5S5T LFeur Clgmflev-
Qe mPlevmHIL L S (HRsTLAWSLWD (BITM, 2 G 1959,
P&6816v CSIR &L1D). LigI5l6v6edl CaFw Simlaflwiey
enLwild 9 gsvTeurf] 1992-@)6L SIMESLILILL G).

o QU esTH(HaTl6L 2 6iTer allerGeuerveuFuIWwIT
Qg mHlevL-ClamPlevHIL LI Si(HrasTLEwsD (VITM)
NCSM-@)\65T G1&63TLOETITL6VE SHEM6VEMLD H6V(E; Q&I FIJ
6TLD. eflervGeuerveuTIWLIT GILWIFl6L 2 6TeTg). Si6eUTs)
NoBsHBT6T (&L 15) @balwmallsy 'ClurmlwmerTy
SletTid' Y58 GlamesoTLILULBISIMmS); 1955-@\60 LIMTS
J&6oTT GlumHmIT.

o B(HHSTHIEG CHTESLD: @6 MEsITeUT&6ITILLD
SIMIONWIEL Y16 LO6BTLILITETEnLO6TLIL|LD
L@GLIUTUE & &FlHSEm6TenWIWL|LD eU6TTLILIG). LOTHlevs
&6v6ll, M WIeL-6ISTLHEVHIL LIS &I6D)M S (6THL 65T
@ enesTHG U eTT(HCHTMID HevLOLIMHIMG]. 2024
&(HLGILM(HET - 'ClFWmens misvoTesoTM6):
6UMILIL| &5 (6THLD &6U606V8(STHLD' ((LpLDsmLI Crh(MH
SiM1a9wev emLowID, 26 meu. 2024).

o QuUmmETTSTTL/HMeNwev: 'sTflFsH s FaenL " sT6oTLIS)
(1 BT(H LweTUHSSHIW eTflEsS) epevmiserlest
&6v6m6l - [5l6V&&If], sTevoTGl6TT, @ WIM6En&s erifleumy],
Siss), BT, @& Alw, sroml. 2047 - @ bSHlw
el (heemevullest mTMMTesoT(hH (‘eN&EF S Limys @2047').
@bHwmallest @e6v8 @&g6iT: 2030-8&6T 500 GW
HemgLigeuomm Wlest &lmest; 2070-8 (&6 Hlar sLflw
2 18lpey (COP26, &lemmenvGasim).

HQ Kolkata; under the Union Ministry of Culture. Its first
science museum was the Birla Industrial & Technological
Museum (BITM), Kolkata (2 May 1959, originally under
CSIR). The National Science Centre, New Delhi, opened
on 9 January 1992.

The Visvesvaraya Industrial & Technological Museum
(VITM), Bengaluru, heads NCSM's South zone; it is named
after Sir M. Visvesvaraya, whose birthday (15 Sept) is
celebrated as 'Engineers' Day' in India; he received the
Bharat Ratna in 1955.

Aim of the seminar: to build a spirit of scientific enquiry
and analytical thinking in young students. Held every
year with State Education and S&T departments. The
2024 theme was 'Artificial Intelligence: Potentials &
Concerns' (Nehru Science Centre, Mumbai, 26 Nov 2024).

Economy/Science: an 'energy basket' is a country's mix of
energy sources - coal, oil, natural gas, nuclear, hydro,
solar, wind. 2047 marks the centenary of India's
independence ('Viksit Bharat @2047'). India's targets: 500
GW non-fossil capacity by 2030; net zero by 2070 (COP26,
Glasgow).



SUIKBIH CISTLfL: NCSM-@\6T ClFmhs
S160(&S61160 HLEDBTL 1960 2 6iT6IT G EMLOWILD -
&(HOIHeLEELEI) meUL L mleflwiev emiowild (1987
P&V QUIRIEGSIDE; STLOTLITessT] QL HmmIgGeny
SI(HE6V); @& ClLIMIEesTH(F VITM-@)6tT
C1&60TLD6BITL 6V S 60T SHLP 6U(HEBIMG). SLOPHTL ()
LOIT6B0TEU [J&(6THLD LOMEUL L, LOMIHl6VE SMMI&6T euLfIWLITS
@ &5 ([HHSTHRISIEL LIRCHME6TMEDT.

QST FOLTS @hiHl656%, 9T 6DLIL 61, 6RLDSTLD [HIULEN, 5.
31, 2026; NCSM @)6m650TWISH6ITLD (160 (& &6 LILLgU16V); G (h Sinjlelwisy
6RLOWILD, (LPLD6mLI

2030 HLOSHITLITE SITLD6STOlaI6VE,
GurrLig eyoUNL(H& (5 (L0655 (S
gm&ev HlymeilL, Fmulestm Gpeumsv
uiflibgleniy

QFWwH): oisLHTUTSEV HemL6lLmeasTer 2030
Sm65TEl6U6VS ellememwimL(hL CLITL 198 (6TH& & mesT
gouUrL(h& & wellsv (Organising Committee - OC)
'‘afemerwiml_(h) eSyy NFSHHS&6T s SHliflsblsl
el pmEeL Slymelll, GuiLLfleserLest 6y THsemn6sT
gmlestm Cmeumsy Y &ICWITen T &SI @ene6IT(ehT
HEVET — ENEMEITWITL (h) S{EMLDEFFSHLD
uflbglenrsglsiteng| (PTL, 8. 30, 2026). ©)&(8) (LD

@ eTen)|Lb HemwEsLILLaNsven6Y; 12-15

2 MILILN6TTTE(ETHLEIT (H6MEV6LIT, &I6D6TITE &H6DIEVEUI,
H6DEVERNLDE LIFWIEL 3isvieusvy, Commonwealth Sport
LTS BIB)E6TT) SHDOU|LD; GRS HIHETHT (LPSHEV6UT
M6k FMmIGH6I &H606V6DILD 6USILILITI 6T60T
THTUTTSSLILHIE DS

o £l6v60)

SBLOSTLITS
o

271915 &L 6V eumsIs e eSlflG L

o G\&stTEMETT ﬁ :

SBLSTLNS ((HRTTES) - 2030 &L6sT6l6eU6VE GLIMLLg;
Hl6v6Vl - 2010 GUIML1y; GlFssTemenT - 1995 SAF GUIMLIg

Tamil Nadu link: the only NCSM-owned unit in Tamil
Nadu is the District Science Centre, Tirunelveli
(functioning since 1987, near the Thamirabarani river),
under VITM Bengaluru's South zone. Tamil Nadu
students also reach this seminar through district and
State rounds.

Source: Sambad English, OdishaBytes, OmmCom News, 31 Oct 2026;
NCSM website (network of units); Nehru Science Centre, Mumbai

Sports Ministry nominates Rahul Dravid and
Saina Nehwal to the Organising Committee
of the 2030 Ahmedabad Commonwealth
Games

News: The Union Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports has
nominated cricketer Rahul Dravid and shuttler Saina
Nehwal as 'athlete representatives' on the Organising
Committee (OC) of the 2030 Commonwealth Games in
Ahmedabad (PTI, 30 Oct 2026). The OC is yet to be
formed; it will have 12-15 members (chairman, vice-
chairman, CEO and Commonwealth Sport
representatives) and is expected to be headed by Gujarat
Deputy CM Harsh Sanghavi.

ARABIAN SEA BAY OF BENGAL

e Chennai ﬁ '
K

«
INDIAN OCEAN %

Ahmedabad (Gujarat) - 2030 CWG; Delhi - 2010 CWG; Chennai -

1995 SAF Games



9|LOFLD efleuyib

hse 2030 &mwetTbleusvs afenemwim(h -
SIBLSTUTS (SRTTS); BIHOTETT(HIL
USILILY; 918. 2030-@)6V HL&(G)LD eTewT
TS TFLIMTLILY

TmE&6v SlFmelll, Fmlestm CrHeumey -
eflemerwimi_(h) eSyy NrSlblSlserT;
&SI e9leneTwmL(h) SenEFSFSHLD

uiflb g6y

12-15 2 m|liNesrry; eomu CHTE&EMHM
BIM6U6STLONS (Company) S{6MLOW|LD -
GlwevGumyest 2006 WSS

amyeg Fhigsell (Heneveur -
eTSHTUMTLIL); Ql6uLl. C1Z6sTTEL AMFLITEY
fml (CGA @b&Hwm); IOA-&(8)LD
HrEIBIEISgieuLD

@Qu&sg GlFsvey T3,000-5,000 Gsmig
(L&HLIIH); SHemw&FFsD T2,000 Gasmig
wresflw 2 569 2 m &

G SiemioLiy

N GuwFsse6iT

133

eflememwmL(h&6T @ bHWT 15-17 ellenerwiml(haemens
SLLISH&EMg); HlemmenuGasm 2026-@)6v
10 WL HIGW

LN esT6UTETON:

° BUIEVITM): (PS6V SHITLO6TTGleUELE ellenemwimi(h 1930-
@6v sesTLTa 60T D TLSl6VL6vflev "Nl 19619 CLITTE
efemerwimL_(h)' erestm ClLIWI6L BLHSSI; 6TesTGou 2030
mITHmressT(HL LS. SlemmeruCamalley 26 meu. 2025
SleTm| BLHS Commonwealth Sport GlLrg&FemLIuIlev
SISLHTUTS CUTLIY FLSSID HEFLOMES
2 MISClFWWlILCLG]. @bSHWT (1pesrL] 2010-G6v
&levedluilev LS.

o hlyeumasLd: GUITL 9 &Hem6r HlFeu)E &)WD SiemLoLiL]
'&metTleUsvs eNlemerwim(h& gaLlLenwliL] (CGF)
Lomy& 2025-@ev 'Commonwealth Sport' srestil GlLwiy
LTMHOULLLS]; $606060LOWISLD 60650TL60T. 2010
&levellL CGuTliy gHUML(H& & (W (5Crek sevLniig
H6M6VERLD) FRISLMSL LigleyCleFwiwiitil (b 26mpev
GSODEFTL(H&n6TE FhHSS58; H&6orLilest CAG
Bimieuest LIS flemwils LfH&IOTSHSSHI.

o bUITS6T: &miliesTm Cheumev (emiflwimestmadlesr
amlgmiflev NMbE6eUT) - 6uesoTL60T 2012 62681DLI&H60
GleussorassuLd; CLILLSl6soTL 63Fl6L @HEWITa6sT (Lp&6L
@60ILNE LSSHSLD. TMEH6V SFTalll - '&l eumsv’ (The
Wall) steoTll asLpriti(hlLeur; SHeUlf &6nevenioLl
uuNmFlwmeryras @ HHSCUTE] @bSHwim 2024 ICC T20
2 6055 GaMiemUEnW (LITFLLITEN,
ClgetTeeTmLILNfl & s memen GleussTm]) enasLILHmMIwIg).

Point Details

Event 2030 Commonwealth Games - Ahmedabad
(Gujarat); centenary edition; expected in Oct
2030

Nomination Rahul Dravid, Saina Nehwal - athlete

representatives; Union Sports Ministry

OC structure  12-15 members; to be a not-for-profit

company - Melbourne 2006 model

Other names  Harsh Sanghavi (expected chair); Lt Gen
Harpal Singh (CGA India); IOA also

represented

Finance Operating cost ¥3,000-5,000 crore (est.);
Ministry has committed ¥2,000 crore grant-in-
aid

Sports India plans 15-17 disciplines; Glasgow 2026
had only 10

Background:

« History: the first Games were held in 1930 at Hamilton,
Canada, as the 'British Empire Games' - so 2030 is the
centenary edition. Ahmedabad was confirmed as host at
the Commonwealth Sport General Assembly in Glasgow
on 26 Nov 2025. India earlier hosted the 2010 Games in
Delhi.

» Governance: the Commonwealth Games Federation
(CGF) was renamed 'Commonwealth Sport' in March
2025; HQ London. The Delhi 2010 OC (headed by Suresh
Kalmadi) was registered as a society and faced
corruption allegations; the CAG later recommended the
company model.

» People: Saina Nehwal (born in Hisar, Haryana) - bronze
at London 2012, India's first Olympic medal in
badminton. Rahul Dravid - known as 'The Wall'; India
won the 2024 ICC T20 World Cup (Barbados, beating
South Africa) with him as head coach.



SUIPKBITH CISTLIFL: 1995-8)6v Cl&FetTem 6ot
(SILGUTEm W QL TTeN) QSHMSTEFWIE Fal LenLOLIL]
(SAF) efNlemerwim_(hiL1 CUTL 9 &Hen6rT HLSS WG] 2022
UFLSIRISTLD &IesTeleusus GumLiguiley
ClstTenetenwd CaHS CengLiLibgl edyr
SHEFFHST FJS HLO6V QYL 6T RMENMUWIIT SHhISLD
GleussTmIy.

Tamil Nadu link: Chennai (then Madras) hosted the
1995 South Asian Federation (SAF) Games. At the 2022
Birmingham Commonwealth Games, Chennai's table-
tennis star Achanta Sharath Kamal won the men's
singles gold.

o &MILD: PTI [ &) NiflevorL, collif LNFery S F6wT60, (HQTTE FLOTESFT,
918. 30, 2026; Commonwealth Sport GQLiwy TMHMLD - IANS, 246618,
oryg 2025

Source: PTI / ThePrint, Free Press Journal, Gujarat Samachar, 30 Oct 2026;
Commonwealth Sport rename - IANS, Outlook, March 2025

(P56V BIMSTEC &L 6V& MY LIMSISTLIL|L
LA - 16 efgQuITHHlen
(S1b&LOMEsT) 918. 30 - HE. 3; 7

2 My BTG ser uBIGsH ML)

QEFwIS5): @BEHIWT HLEHSID P&V 'BIMSTEC &LEVETI
umglsmiyL LuNmE' 948. 30 (P&Hev mHeu. 3, 2026
6UEMIT STHSLOMeT-Hl&GH T Heygerfleot LTh
eNwirgElev ((pestestmer CUTFL LNGCer),

SIS LMeT-Hl&ECHTUTT &L Lenemugsd (ANC) epsuld
BHEOL6ILM|SIMG). UMRISCHELD, LLLLT60T, @HSHIWT,
WBlwmestiory, GBLIMETLD, @)6Vhienss, STUIVTHE] eI
7 2 miuiy Br(H &6 SLMHLIEHLSET, SLEVEFITIT
SI6MLOLIL &6 LIk Casm e 6sTM6DT. & (LI GILIT(TH6T:
'ClaTeneuCHTHensEEF C1FWEVITE ESH60 - LISITULLL
SL6VS6IT, LISITLUILILL LIMg|STLIL, L&SlFhulL
CEIlL'. I0M P& SLLLD, &L6V &LLLD 66T @)\(F
&L LIhIG6T.

o/ LMTESIT

. .lo\urrr.fuasrréa
b eflgauiyid

BIMSTEC 2 mjLiL] B &6 ([H)peSlLemeu) - LuimHE

First BIMSTEC Maritime Security Exercise at
Sri Vijaya Puram (Andamans), 30 Oct - 3 Nov
2026; all 7 member nations take part

News: India is hosting the first 'BIMSTEC Maritime
Security Exercise' from 30 Oct to 3 Nov 2026 at Sri Vijaya
Puram (formerly Port Blair), Andaman & Nicobar Islands,
through the Andaman and Nicobar Command (ANC).
Navies and maritime agencies of all 7 members -
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka
and Thailand - take part. Theme: 'Translating Vision to
Action - Shared Seas, Shared Security and Shared
Prosperity'. It has a harbour phase and a sea phase.

e;Dhaka
. .o\Bangkok

Sri Vijaya Puram

BL& G0 L1H eN2QwiLLd (SHHS5L0M6sT); ClFWEVELD LTS &M

BIMSTEC members (shaded) - exercise venue Sri Vijaya Puram
(Andamans); Secretariat Dhaka



SILD&FLD eNeurio Point Details
Cluwiy (PS6V BIMSTEC &LEVETI LIMGISTLILLI Name Inaugural BIMSTEC Maritime Security Exercise -
LD & - @BSHWIT BLESSHISE DS hosted by India
BITeiT [ @)L LD 30 94&. - 3 [peu. 2026; LTh eNgwiLyLD, Dates / venue 30 Oct - 3 Nov 2026; Sri Vijaya Puram,
SIHSLOM6eoT-H) & Cas U Andaman & Nicobar
LSS SIHSLOMeT-[Hl & CHTUITT &L LEn6TIISLD Conducted by Andaman & Nicobar Command (ANC) - India's
(ANC) - @b wmadlesr (Lp&H6v (PLILIEOL first integrated tri-service command (2001)
QR (HEIHen6tTHS SLL6eM6TIsSLD (2001)
S@HUCILMHET  CeTmeVCHTEHEm&HE ClFWEVTE G560 - Theme Translating Vision to Action - Shared Seas,
LSITULILL SL6VS6IT, LIMGHISTLIL, Q&L Shared Security and Shared Prosperity
SLLBIG6IT SO (WP&HS SLLLD (CHTLPlev(psnmLl Phases Harbour phase (professional exchanges, joint
uflmmmL, Fal (g SLLLEIL6V); &L6V planning); sea phase
SLLLD
Grma a1 @\ 6m6TITIHS| @UWIMIELD HM6DT, HLEVFTI Aims Interoperability, maritime domain awareness
&6 eNPlLisvoryey (MDA), (MDA), coordination, sharing best practices
R(HEISm6TTLIL|, FIMHS HEOL (PO ML
LéFey
LN esT6BTEBOH: Background:

o BIMSTEC (suraissmem eNifl(gLT L6V gl6mm « BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral

QB THVHILL-CUMTHETTESTTE Fal(Hme
WesTwm&): 1997 UMM TE LNJ&L60TLD; 6\&FWeVELD
LT&ST; &rgesrd 20 G 2024 (p&ev HenL (Penm. 7

2 MILNlesT&6T - 5 ClamaTelw BT(h&seT + 2
ClgeT&&&THW BT(H &6 (LBIWTETLON, STUIEVTHS)).
GrBUIM6ITLD, LLLLITEST 8L6V 6T606M6V @)6V6VITS (Hl6VLD
GLHS) brblseT.

o @ULUNME 6-24618] BIMSTEC 2 &8 LOMBITL Lg65T
(LB T, erL1. 2025) (g6 &6iflesT g liLiemLuglev
SIMEMS]; 31&H60T &(HLIGILIM(HsiT: 'BIMSTEC:
ClElliumest, WeT&lmest Gl&smevorL, HiMHS'
(Prosperous, Resilient and Open - 'PRO BIMSTEC').
SIMIG 'UMaI&TS & TemevCHTs @ 2030' FH&LILILLG).

o LUMGISBTLIL: SHSLOMeT-[Hl&CH ML &L L6D6ITW &L
2001-@)6v Bem&ESLILILL @HSHWITEN6IT (LPSH6V
(PLILIEDL 6(HMhISe0n6sTHS &L L6N6ITWSLD; 8L6V
&evoT&messtILIL, Wesflsmilmest 2 &6 - GUIfILF
Bleumeserd (HADR), C&(h&ev-LBLL| oy &luisneu o8 65T
uesoflgseir. GUTTL NGCery QL. 2024-@)\6v 'LTh
efl@uiLrLd" 6T6vTLl GlLWIT LMHMLUILILLS).

o yaluNwev: sumissmer e9iflGLT Clgmamelwmeneuw|n
Ol & 60TH PSS TEFWITEnELW|LD (@) 6165078 (&)L (PESHI WS
s&L6V6ULY) - 6u6ttfl& LD, @ 6mesTLIL, 6TflEF&SIL
UTSISTLIL|E (G @ 6T WEnWTSHS|. HHHSLOT6ST 6618
& (emeuw|b HISCHTUTT 618 (&) (LpemeULD 'USHS|
19&)fl smeveum’' (10° Channel) Nfl&E DS
@mbéHlwmaler Gy GlFwsvLI(Hb erifleney -

SIS LOMesT &LeOl6V 2_6iTer GLITesT &6 (Barren Island);
BTFCI&MestTLLD 61 2 MG (dormant) erifloemev.

Technical and Economic Cooperation): 1997 Bangkok
Declaration; Secretariat Dhaka; Charter in force from 20
May 2024. 7 members - 5 South Asian + 2 South-East
Asian (Myanmar, Thailand). Nepal and Bhutan are
landlocked.

* The exercise builds on the outcomes of the 6th BIMSTEC
Summit (Bangkok, April 2025), themed 'BIMSTEC:
Prosperous, Resilient and Open' ('PRO BIMSTEC'), which
adopted the 'Bangkok Vision 2030".

o Defence: the Andaman & Nicobar Command, set up in
2001, is India's first integrated tri-service command; its
roles include maritime surveillance, HADR and search-
and-rescue. Port Blair was renamed 'Sri Vijaya Puram' in
Sept 2024.

» Geography: the Bay of Bengal is a key sea lane linking
South and South-East Asia - vital for trade, connectivity
and energy security. The 'Ten Degree Channel' separates
the Andaman group from the Nicobar group; India's only
active volcano is on Barren Island in the Andaman Sea;
Narcondam Island is a dormant volcano.



SUIPKHIH CISTLFL: SOLPHTLI6T HLp& &6
SLMH&SE0T eumsTeT 69l LTen6l 6oL g
'GampLoetsTLevs SLMH&enT (Coromandel Coast) erest
SIMPSELILIHEIMG| - 'CHFTLPLOETITLEVLD' 6T65TM
ClEmevLedled(Hb&! LNMHS ClLw. CFTLYT &mev&S60
@&sLD&EmTUNed(HHg eumisTer eNifl(GLT SLbHSI
Ol 6TE LSS TE WLITEL & (88 SHL6V 61653185 (LD
SLMHLIEHLLI LIWLIETOTRIS ETHLD [HLIHS60T.

2 SMTILD: PIB (LUMgISMLUIL Qenw&asid) - 'Tnaugural BIMSTEC Maritime
Security Exercise'; &) LiflliuLer, (H&CHTUTT emLLD6M, 48. 31, 2026

(23] SI6NVSITETTIT 2 6V8 LDV S
gnwLNwestaflLi: wessflagm
LesTeumevIT (mifluimsstir) 59
&H1Gsvmailev HmISLD - 2 6V5
FMOLNWEBTITEDT (P&6V @ hHIwiL
G\LievoT

CIFWH): 55605 T6T &H6N6VHS] VS TeTTaI 65T
umifleny Qrmiglev (Barys Arena) memLb6lLim(Lb 2026

2 608 W6VW|5S SFTDLNweTadlI6v (8. 24 - Heu. 1),
&6 colliferuenL6v 59 &lGsur @mHIt GLimLiguilev
318. 30, 2026 6ot D FlwmeTTTENEUE CHFITIHS
LoessfleuIT LissTeumevT (29) 26lifl&H e maesr
SILNCI&UN6L QB ML 8-6 6T60T GleUETTM)| HMhIGHLD
CQuUOOIT (OSTLESSS6V LN6tTEMIS UN(HHSI
Bevor(h)). FLPSCHITT 2608 LO6VW|SS SFTLDLIWIEBTTEsT
P&V @b GlLesoT @eur; @ mb&wimelesr

@\ TEsTLITEUG)| 2 6V&LI LILLLD - (P&6V LILLLD &66V
&Ly (2010). @Gg GumLigufev Hevd FGrman (50
&Geur), sW6L CaTEss (76 &HG6vT) Gleussrf]
GleussTM6TIY.

DNV ITEBTIT

SmeuLNWesT HL6L o N\ . .
OIS S EQITIT

]

SNV TEBTIT (HEQ&HENVSIT6ST) - 2026 2_6V8 LEVW|HS

gmwNwestaflll; SsTavLNLEsT &L6V; 60L18 DI

Tamil Nadu link: Tamil Nadu's east coast on the Bay of
Bengal is called the 'Coromandel Coast' - a name
derived from 'Cholamandalam’. In Chola times, sea trade
and naval expeditions crossed the Bay of Bengal from
this coast to South-East Asia.

Source: PIB (Ministry of Defence) - 'Inaugural BIMSTEC Maritime Security
Exercise'; The Tribune, Nicobar Times, 31 Oct 2026

World Wrestling Championships, Astana:
Manisha Bhanwala (Haryana) wins 59 kg
gold - first Indian woman world champion

News: At the 2026 World Wrestling Championships at
Barys Arena, Astana, Kazakhstan (24 Oct - 1 Nov),
Manisha Bhanwala (29) of Haryana won the women's
freestyle 59 kg final on 30 Oct 2026, beating Abigail
Nette (USA) 8-6 after trailing early. She is the first
Indian woman to become senior world wrestling
champion; it is India's second world title - the first was
Sushil Kumar's (2010). Neelam Sirohi (50 kg) and Kajal
Dhochak (76 kg) won silver at the same event.

Astana

Caspian Sea o .\Baikonur

Astana (Kazakhstan) - 2026 World Wrestling Championships;
Caspian Sea; Baikonur




I|LDFLD eNeurio
Qeummlwimemy  wessflaxm LissTeumeLIT - NMLIL 10 9L
1997, amiflwmestm
Nfley [ Wpiyey  wsefT soliferuemLey 59 &HlGsurm;
@mnIHuNeL HLNC&UN6L CIBL
(16w f&em) Bg) 8-6; 30 8. 2026
@)L 1D / mimeiT umifleny SJTaIgLD, B{6M&T6oTT
(&6 T6tT); 24 45. - 1 [H6U. 2026;
(LPS6916V LOGTTITLO (LIQMEDT6T) — Lie &Iy
SITFIWID (FLPEVITEL LOTMHMLD
6uIyeVITM)] P&V @S WL GClLIEsT 2 608 ST WI6ST;
@n&HlwmeNsr (WHensWw Cr 2 618
FmbLwest - &aglev &Ly (2010,
LmeGsT, 66 HGeu)
N @bHws  Beud ACyran (50 £Gevm) - Cleusierf;
L1888 518 61T &H2060 CaTEFS (76 HGsur) - CleusTsf];
&ev)| FTLOM (72 &1G6vIT) - GleusTITSHEVLD
(PIH6vIS W 2025 oy Flw smoLNwesTagl (SDLomesT) -
FITSH6M60T 62 HGeVIT HMISHLD
LN ebT6vT6TOR:

o @ hEHIWL ClLetETS 66T 2 608 VWSS LISHES
6UTEVITM)| ((LPESIWLILDTEBTEN6L): (PSHEV LISHEHSLD — 60T
Gs iy (2006, (GeurmiGem, 59 &lGsuIm GleuessT&HEVLD);
&am, LsT CUTsL (2012, Gleuestrasulbd); a9 Cesras
GumssL (2019, 2022 Cl6U6BETE6VLD); B6TTEOE® LOMTESE
(2021, spevGeu - GleusiTerfl; 2 6va @MISIL
CUTLIy8E& ClFesTm (PSH6v @HH WL GlLI6BHT); HBHHILD
LIMI&TeL (2023 GleustoTassuld). 2026-@)6V LD6TST 61K IT
(LPSH6V HMmIGLD.

o QL6 &adl6L (GLmy 2010 wreCamailsy 66 & Geur
coL1FeU6mL 6016V HEISLD GleuesTMT - 2026 eU6mIT
@nbaHlwmallest GCT 2 608 FTOLIWIET. 2 608
VS SHEH0S HITUSH & EHLD H6MLOLIL| - &SI
2 608 VWSS (UWW; &H6m6065LDWLISLD
FNLEFFEVMHG)]). CLPESTM)| LIT6TOTl&6T — QL6
coL1Ifervem L6V, HCrEHH-CrmesT, &6 solliferuemL6v;
e6uGleumssTNIleV|LD 10 eTemLLi LNifl6) &6

o Lelulwev: & &6 et - 2 60860t Wlas LG Lflw
Bl6VLD (GBS BT(H); Com&lev 2 sudlest LilasLIGlLIflw
2 6THTL(H BIHenEVWITET &TerLIWLIEHT &L656V
@RLIGU|6TEITG); HEMEVBSBIT SH6NSHT6sTT (2019-@)6V 'HITH-
GVSITET' 6T60TLI GILIWIF oMM MLD, 2022-@)6v LBesor(HLD
SI6MVSITETTIT). S IBBITL LY 60T 60LISSENITT 6650t Gl6werf]

6 56m&H S 60 (HHGS ervL|Levfl&-1(1957), wiifl s&miflesr

(1961) e6vorensilev 6J6ULILILL6TI; @)65TM) [FEL%WIT
BS5HSH0&EH G LWeTUHSSHIE M.

Venue [ dates

History

Other Indian

Point Details

Winner Manisha Bhanwala - born 10 Feb 1997,
Haryana

Category / Women's freestyle 59 kg; beat Abigail Nette

result (USA) 8-6 in the final; 30 Oct 2026

Barys Arena, Astana (Kazakhstan); 24 Oct - 1
Nov 2026; originally Manama (Bahrain) -
moved due to geopolitical situation

First Indian woman world champion; India's
only earlier world champion - Sushil Kumar
(2010, Moscow, 66 kg)

Neelam Sirohi (50 kg) - silver; Kajal Dhochak

medals (76 kg) - silver; Tanu Sharma (72 kg) - bronze

Earlier 2025 Asian Championships (Amman) - 62 kg
gold

Background:

» Indian women at the World Championships (notable
medals): first medal - Alka Tomar (2006, Guangzhou, 59
kg bronze); Geeta and Babita Phogat (2012, bronze);
Vinesh Phogat (2019, 2022 bronze); Anshu Malik (2021,
Oslo - silver; first Indian woman in a world final); Antim
Panghal (2023 bronze). In 2026 Manisha won the first
gold.

» Men: Sushil Kumar won 66 kg freestyle gold at Moscow
2010 - India's only world champion until 2026. The sport
is governed by United World Wrestling (UWW; HQ
Switzerland). Three styles - men's freestyle, Greco-
Roman and women's freestyle; 10 weight classes each.

» Geography: Kazakhstan is the world's largest landlocked
country and borders the Caspian Sea, the world's largest
inland water body, in the west; capital Astana (renamed
'Nur-Sultan' in 2019, back to Astana in 2022). Sputnik-1
(1957) and Yuri Gagarin (1961) were launched from its
Baikonur Cosmodrome, now leased by Russia.



SIPHT([H CISTLIL: SWILPHTLIg6sT LTFbUflws
SMSTLLS &H6m6V &FleVLDLILD - [H68oTL ELPMhISI6V
&LenLIS O1&mesoT(h <L LiLi(hleug]. b6V |&HSLD
GumeuGeu 2_Leveuedlemioud SM&STLILS SMen|LD
FibHs @&&He060 SLODHTL(H &SlFmmigsrfley
Sl(mallpraserfley|b LuNmHEFL ueTerflasrflsy|b
@eTmILD 6ULPE S 2 _6iTeTg).

2 &TI: S LNALD, e levis @bSHwim, ANI, ¢60lbL86M.&5TLD, 8.

30-31, 2026; UWW ({6105 T6oTT oMM BLSSIBT SmledlLiLy); &
LNfILeD - @bEHIW 2 6u8L1 LIGESL LILLgUley

@ INs Sismag clwmfagwerSlesr
GumiyL gmuﬂm) O&6sTMEDLIH S5 5] -
H6U. 2 9i65TM)| 192-4,6u8) 'S, LIFeurs
SHlauenv' ihlapeysseiflev LKIGEHML]

QEFwIS): @HHWws sLMHLUnL U6 enm&MesT
(stealth) GumF&sLILIEL INS HT&Ta%, &6t @ HSH WL
CIL(HRRISLEV LIG S &8 merT GlgwsuLImL(HlLI

LIWI6SET& S65T 6(1h LGS WM 348. 30, 2026 2465TM)
ClrFaglwen Hemevmsay GUTTL svruileny
ClEFTMEOLHSS. [H6L. 2 H60TM)| HEOLGILIM|D 192-
oLeug| 'eLlireurdl Sleusv' (1834-@lev @\b&Hw
RUUBSS CSTLE6VTETTE6T UMb Mk W& 6o
blemevTey| BITeT) (hl&Lp6&61flev LImiGeHMm & L.
ClrFaglwen &LGCeVMTs &meUsVLIEHL UL 65T Fal (HLI
LuNm &, usssturL(HiL LflrMMLD, FeP&Hs G\STLFLLI
Lesofl&s6T gy élweneu HemLGlLImILD.

Tamil Nadu link: Silambam, Tamil Nadu's traditional
martial art, is played with a long bamboo staff. Like
wrestling, it builds strength and self-defence skill, and is
still practised at village festivals and training schools
across Tamil Nadu.

Source: The Bridge, Outlook India, ANI, Olympics.com, 30-31 Oct 2026;
UWW (Astana replacement host); The Bridge - list of Indian World
medallists

INS Tarkash reaches Port Louis, Mauritius -
to take part in the 192nd 'Aapravasi Diwas'
on 2 November

News: Indian Navy stealth frigate INS Tarkash reached
Port Louis, capital of Mauritius, on 30 Oct 2026 during its
operational deployment to the southern Indian Ocean
Region. It will take part in the 192nd 'Aapravasi Diwas'
on 2 Nov (marking the 1834 arrival of Indian indentured
labourers). Plans include joint training with the Mauritius
Coast Guard, cultural exchanges and community
outreach.
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Port Louis (Mauritius) - INS Tarkash visit; Agaléga island; India
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&LILe6v INS gi&me (F50) - Lenm&Hmedt
CuIMTF&&LILI6V; TeiITeS 6T
&60\6sflesT&S T (H WThHST &LILI6V
H6ETHSH6V SLLLILILL&; He. 2012-@)6v
GCaemeu

6U(IH6 5 30 4. 2026, GUTTL suTuglen - Glgesr

@HEHWL GL(HRIsSLEY GlFwevLTL(HL

LIWLI6BDTLD

192-94618| QLLITeUTE] Hleuen - 2 [HeL.

2026 (GlwmfaglwenSlev Clumg)

RUCIER)

2 B6U. 1834 - 'gjLeveN’ &LILIESI6V 36

@bSH W QLILIBSHS C&TLH6VTeTTE6T

6ub & M 6vTIy

QEweLIMBH&6T SHLGCLTTES STeUsLLIEDL L6 Fal (HLI
uum &, usssrum(HiL LflrHmLb,
Fepss Cl&ILFL

pugeurdl smL GuTyL suuflen GuyGwmm (psmid (1849
(PS6V); &M 5 VL&D CUIT SLHSETT;
UNESCO 2_svaL1 umyuflug ebrestid -
2006

Bswey

thlemeutey

Point

Ship

Arrival

Occasion

Commemorates

Activities

Aapravasi Ghat

DIENS

INS Tarkash (F50) - stealth frigate; built at
Yantar shipyard, Kaliningrad (Russia);
commissioned Nov 2012

30 Oct 2026, Port Louis - operational
deployment to southern IOR

192nd Aapravasi Diwas - 2 Nov 2026 (public
holiday in Mauritius)

2 Nov 1834 - 36 Indian indentured labourers
arrived on the ship 'Atlas’

Joint Coast Guard training, cultural exchanges,
community outreach

Port Louis immigration depot (from 1849);
almost half a million passed through; UNESCO
World Heritage Site - 2006



L9 esT60T6D0M:

o sueumm|: LNl iges CUTa: 1834-@)60 ClLI(HLOLITEVTEDT
smevesfl&erfley jigenio (pemmenw oLl & s L6,
&(HLS CHTLLMISEHSE RUUDBSS \STLflevmer
wenm' (indenture/' HlFLOIL") eLpsvld @ HEHIWITSET
SIMPHGH|F C1FEVEVLILILL6TTIT. @)&60T (LPS6V SH6TLOITE
GClorfaglwisn HenwhHeHG. ' LITeuTd eTeTmT6L
@HHW GyCuBua’. @bHur
6uLflHCETesTmeVS&S6T @lesTm)| ClmTadhwish

& &6TEHTen U6 ClLI(HLDLITEITEnLO.

Spueurdl smi: GuTL suruilenilev 1849 (p&ev 1920-
&6IT euem T @uInkISW (GLCWmm (P& - KNFlLiga%
SITEFI6TT (PSH6V RLILIHSHES LIS TLlevmsITy ClFWwevrs:s
6MLOWILD; &LOM 5 6uL&Lb CuIy @& 6T euflwuimess
ClgstTmenTy. 2006-@)6v UNESCO 2 6v&Lt Lmpuiflweg
&lesTeTLOMEDT S|

@bHwm-clwrfaglwesn 2 me|: HsCeaT Halley
@b 2 sellu|Lest sLLUULL eNmest sp(h&6rLD,
ULGSsIeom SpElweubenn @ BrL bl
NT&LFEsETHLD 29 L9, 2024 9i65TM)| S MHEEUTIT. LOTTE
2025-@)sv GlmFaglwen CaFw mmeflev (rye 12)
NgsLiy Cmy Hemevenio 69)(hHbEeoT; HmIGCHGW
'werersy (MAHASAGAR) 615 meneuCHITs (&,
siNleNsaslULLg]. @bHlwmealley 'Nyeurdl Limysw
gleusn' oo6uT. 9 6sTM)| - 1915-@)60 SHMHEWILg&H6T
ClgsreoTrLILN S &maN 6l (Hb&! &H)(HLOLINW BTeT.
UTgISTLIL: INS ST&Te% SE6V6UT 61608 LD6®m M M6dT
GuMFs&LILIeY; LNFGLTEN (FLILIFEFT6sT18

676156 6TTTEHED6TE: Gl & TEBITLS|; (T ClameSl&TiLeny
QW& (LPlYULD. (PEITETTSHTES 8. 2026-@)6V

Gz esterTTLILNfl & & meNlest en&LoesTen L6y 6vfl6 BLHS
IBSAMAR IX LuSim&luflenb @& sLiLev LkiGCasmme|.

SUIDKHIH CIHTLFL: QrFaglwencs &g Clastm
RUUBSS Glgmiflevmeriserfley &LSLpTss6THLD

&600T| &FLOME @) (THIHSHEDTT; @)60TMILD MBS 6U6)|6LT6DT
SL0LDE FepsLD 2 6T6em|. HLLPFEH6I6T 'ensLILLEs
&meuly' (Thaipoosam Cavadee) GlwmifadlwenSlev oyraL
Clurg) eN(Hl(Wemm HITET; 2 HeULI '@LUILIGLSHS

Q& TLPl6VITETIT 6U(THEMS HITET Y &L ClLITE)

el (hl(pemm.

Background:

« History: after the British Empire abolished slavery in most
colonies in 1834, Indians were taken to sugar plantations
under the 'indenture’ ('girmit’) system, with Mauritius as
its first major site. 'Aapravasi' means 'immigrant’ in
Hindi. People of Indian descent are now the majority in
Mauritius.

» Aapravasi Ghat: the Port Louis immigration depot used
from 1849 to the 1920s - the British government's first
site for processing indentured labour; almost half a
million people passed through it. It became a UNESCO
World Heritage Site in 2006.

» India-Mauritius: the airstrip and jetty built with Indian
help on Agaléga island were inaugurated by both Prime
Ministers on 29 Feb 2024. PM Modi was chief guest at
Mauritius's National Day (12 March) in 2025, where the
'MAHASAGAR' vision was announced. India's 'Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas' is on 9 January - the day Gandhi
returned from South Africa in 1915.

» Defence: INS Tarkash is a Talwar-class stealth frigate
carrying BrahMos supersonic missiles; it can operate one
helicopter. Earlier in Oct 2026 it took part in the IBSAMAR
IX exercise at Simon's Town, South Africa.

Tamil Nadu link: Tamils formed a significant part of the
indentured workers who went to Mauritius, and a strong
Tamil community lives there today. The Tamil festival
‘Thaipoosam Cavadee' is a public holiday in Mauritius; 2
November, 'Arrival of Indentured Labourers', is also a
public holiday.

o &myd: ANL IANS, &48. 30-31, 2026; NflLLmesllsm (& Lireumdl sml); Source: ANI, IANS, 30-31 Oct 2026; Britannica (Aapravasi Ghat); PMIndia
PMIndia (&1&Gsusim, 29 L9111. 2024); timeanddate (O mfadwen (Agaléga, 29 Feb 2024); timeanddate (Mauritius holidays 2026)
el (h(Lpemm &6 2026)



UMPHem&E blgFevey 2 wijey,
Qungis GFemneus
(HODOUT(H & (6TH & (8, THTTE
2oGrrliumeilest Lisv Hm(haerflev
LOTGILI(HLD GUITIYITL L %185 61T

QEFwIS): 15CLTUT 2026-60 CTTLILITE6ST LISV

BT (H&6rfleL euMLpE&Em&E ClFeve| 2 wije, 63 (H

BUTL 6N, (§6NMIHS 2ETHIWILD, Heva-6lLITg) &
Caen6us ETHSH M6 K18 (GHnMLIL] & WUMM|SH(E,
eTHITeL CQL(HD CUITTTLLRIGET BLHS6T; &, 17-
18 eury @MISHU9l6v 2 F&FLD SieBLHS60T. LNFmesTerslev
318. 17 Sjeotm)| BT(H) (Lp(LP6EUSILD 5,50,000-8 (5D
GOULCLTY URIGEDMMETT (2_6THINM HEDLDEFSHE
&600T8(8)) - 2027 LILGIL 96T €54 L6065 wissT
ClFeveys GemmLIL-6ulf] LEUYSENSHEEIT, &

oam Sl 2erdlwl (PLESLD, sTHGILM(HET 69lenev

L& WLIED6 SITTETITLD; LI6V [H&TMIS6I16V 6U6sT (DM,
e01GLDITEY B&IT LOESTMLD S&&lenT; ST & GTmesT
LOIT6BOTEU [T&6IT, U SFIfIWIFE6IT, O & TLP) M & i & k185 (6THL 65T
CuEEHMTISHMS AHMNSHSTY. CUITTES 60
(eSlervniesT, GUITFLGLT) - 65 (H euUTLEM&S OB (HSH Sy,
@5 smed (LBlevest, (§iflsor, CLTCevmas6oTT) -
GLT&HEL&6IT, 948. 20 Si60TM| GGV T6sfl e

& (h6MLDWIITETT &600TL65I63T 4,63600T; GlLISVESIWILD
(Ny&sven, 60CWI) - H6V61918 &L L6BOTLD;
S16VCUesflwIm (19 rmesTT) - 918, 13 (PH6L LNTSHLO 6Ty
gmwm uged 69levss Camifl messTeuly
&emevenLoulevmest GUITTTLLLD; &liferv (76 &e6sTo0,
318. 21) - &Lomiy 10,000 wmevoreu -y F flwiFser
ueiterfl bl sa e GLiysosfl.

urmriflerv

eS\eivLigir ¢ O IgTmeTTIT

CuyILLRIG6T BLIHS BT (H&6M (HlpedlLemeu) - Limiflen,

69161V LI6BT, L9IJIT6BTIT

Mass protests across several European
countries against rising living costs and
poor public services

News: In October 2026 large protests broke out in
several European countries against rising living costs,
rents, low wages and under-funded education and public
services, peaking over the weekend of 17-18 October. In
France more than 550,000 people marched nationwide
on 17 Oct (Interior Ministry count) against the 2027
budget's €54 billion package of spending cuts and tax
measures, a freeze on civil-servant pay and fuel prices;
violence hit several cities and Limoges town hall was
burnt; President Macron announced talks with students,
teachers and unions. Portugal (Lisbon, Porto) - housing
crisis; Italy (Milan, Turin, Bologna) - clashes, and on 20
Oct the Meloni government approved a decree with
tougher penalties; Belgium (Brussels, Liege) - education
costs; Albania (Tirana) - student-led protests since 13 Oct
demanding PM Edi Rama's resignation; Greece (Athens,
21 Oct) - about 10,000 students and teachers marched
for school funding.

Paris

Lisbon e o Tirana

s

Countries that saw protests (shaded) - Paris, Lisbon, Tirana
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HEDLG6T CFHLD (66Tf ST ol LemLOLIL|)

@55med S18. 20 YEBETOT - 6UEIT(LPEDME; (8)(LDLI
CUTTTLLSSI5 () 5 24680T(H uen T Flemm;
Wlevesflev 500 @\rmesmieu 6STT&6T (2026
QS euson)

Cumysa6v edlervLI6sT, GUITTLGLIT FaLTI (P& TLDE6T
318. 20 9&BMHMLD; 55 GUT M&H G|

S6vCuesflum 1w ymesT - 948. 13 (PSH6L LOM6EBITEUIT
GUTTITLLLD: 856V6918 &L L6TITLD, 26TLP6D
TSTULY; (PETTSTES ClSM G
SLMH&BOTEF ClamEa al(HS s S L
Tl

allemev 2 WFey EU 2 6totey aflemev Qu,8. 2021 - 9u85. 2026
@enLGuwi 34% 2 wiyey (WCrmeLL)

LN esT6UTETON:

» @8 0T e(HEI&Sn6stTHS BCTTLLNW @ uISHsLD
316V6V; 626UGI6UM(TH BITLLY6V|LD &6571&H 560718
SITETOTMRIGET 2 6iT6ImenT (WCTMBIULLeN). GlLITg|eumest
SIbFmIGET: 2 65016, 6(h), 6TflEF&HS) adlemev 2 Wifey;
@ enem(shissifleT GouemeveumLiL| HF&FLD;

&6V6N& ST HIFHILI LIMMTEE6emMm. LNFmesTerdl6oT
'oEp&6T Gevmis)' (Gilets jaunes) @uis&LD 2018-60

erflGlum(msiT 6urlfl 2 W6y s (g THTTeS GG TLmISWS);

318607 CIFWMUTLLTET&(EHLD @D (Lpemm
ukIGasmMeTH.

oGrmULNw epesTmlwid (EU): mevLifléL eLiLibsLD
(086w 7 L. 1992) HEOL(PEOMEE) UbHS 1
BeU. 1993 9i6TM)| (PEOMLILILG 2 (THEUMTEsTS; 27 2 M)LIL|
BT(H&6T; (PSS HenLIL&6T LNFEev6el6v.
oCGrmifw & SHw eumig (ECB) - 1998,
H6DEVENLOWISLD LNTMTHRIGcoLITL (Gleresfl); wErm
BT6seT WL LGS ullesT Listsraliisy Gl meiTengseni
6UGHSEIMEI. EU LeTearfluNwey oieyi6usussid
WGTTeNVLITL - 6USEFLDLITE.

S160Gussflwm EU 2 m 96ty 46u6v - 2014 (Lp&60
GeuLuimerriy BIT(h); HTesETWILD 'Glevss'. 2030-8 (56T EU-60
Careug| S1860T @)6V8 () sT6dTm)| LNFSHLOF [FTLOM
Fam|SOTF. NFmeTeny, @& med), GlLevedlwiL,

Cumgas6v, &lifery y&lweneu EU, WGTT @\resorigen|d

2 MIULN6TTT&6T.

Point Details

Peak days Weekend of 17-18 Oct 2026; France's main
protest day was Sat 17 Oct

France 550,000+ marchers (17 Oct); about 1,800
arrests that day (Interior Minister) - about
2,400 over the unrest (media reports); about
1,500 shops damaged (retail federation)

Italy 20 Oct decree - up to 5 years' jail for violent
group protest; 500 troops in Milan till end-2026

Portugal Lisbon, Porto protest camps cleared on 20 Oct;
55 arrested

Albania Tirana - student protests from 13 Oct over
education costs and corruption; earlier protests
against a luxury resort plan on the southern
coast

Prices EU food prices up 34% between Aug 2021 and
Aug 2026 (Eurostat)

Background:

» This is not one coordinated Europe-wide movement; each
country has its own triggers (Euronews). Common
threads: rising food, housing and energy costs, youth job
anxiety and under-funded education. France's 'Yellow
Vest' (Gilets jaunes) movement began in 2018 against a
fuel-tax rise; its activists joined this time too.

» European Union (EU): formally created on 1 Nov 1993
when the Maastricht Treaty (signed 7 Feb 1992) came
into force; 27 member States; main institutions in
Brussels. European Central Bank (ECB) - 1998,
headquartered in Frankfurt (Germany); sets monetary
policy for the euro area. The EU statistical office, Eurostat,
is in Luxembourg.

» Albania is not an EU member - a candidate country since
2014; currency 'lek'. PM Rama says joining the EU by
2030 is the goal. France, Italy, Belgium, Portugal and
Greece are members of both the EU and the euro area.



o QummETTSHTTLD: 2 6iTerfL(h& Glasvey (TN GILIm(mET,
2ar&WILD, PEVLIGILIM(HEIT) 2 WFeumey FMLI(hID
UestTei& &L '6lEF6v6)] 2 Hg| LettTeisssd' (cost-push);
31585 Caemeuwmsy sFmLI(hleug) 'CoHeneu @) (pLiL
uesored& &' (demand-pull). LessTeS&H LD
GMMHSTEVILD 6916m6V LOLLLD 2 WIFHESH @) (HLILISTEV
& HIburisseflest eummiE L ST HenmE M.
@nbHwmalley msFGeury allemsvs GmMIuiienL (CPI)
CaaAwLl YemarfluNwey oyenieusugsid (NSO, MoSPI)
GleusuN(HS D&

SUIKHIH CISTLFL: alleneveurd 2 wifelled)(HHg)
LD&HE&HER6ME &TEH (G (PSS &(HaT Clumg)
aNblICwmss SLLLD (PDS). 1997-60 &SI &

'@ 6v8 (5 HlFstoruilgsliulL PDS' (TPDS) Glamesor (b
eUHSCUTHID, SOIDPHT(H H6M6TTSH SIS (& HIDL
SILEMLS TS (EHE & LOM6sT '2_ev&emmaiw PDS'
(PemmenS GISTLFSIMS!; 1 2996t 2011 (LP&H6V
SIS G| S f1&F) L OLSTITITE (6THE (&)LD
aflemevuileveu ifl & eupmISLILIHSIDEI.

o &myd: CGTN, WGrmbHlugsi (248. 19, 2026); GLT e (248. 21); 6L
o & (918. 21); Blusveis

@hHwuT-ansHCaHE HmIens Ky
LILITH LD (1996, coLITMTEET) 19.&. 12,
2026-6V smeVITEU) - L|HW 6RLILITHSLD
Cam(mHLd 6umisHGsH LD

QEFUIS): coLITTHEST &(HILILIENETOTUINE 6UMETITL &HITEVE
SMmIens HemTL LIS THSI6&T6TsIT @b WimeLb
UMISCHEFWPLD 12 198. 1996 YedTM)| &I W(WDSSILL
30 gy 6007(h) 'BHEIENS BT RLILIHSHLD' 12 198. 2026 6T
SITEVTEUS WITHI M. ST6VITELSH)E () (P6OT LWl
eUILBHSLD GeuessT(HILD eTesTMILD, 1977 2 L 65TUIML 1960
QmHSS! CUTETD "2 55T60uMS 515" (GenDHSLILE
B UMIGEE 2-55T6UTSHLD) HSH6L @) (HEs
GoustoT(HILD 6T6OTMILD EUMISCSHE [HITELET HEOLFE T
auam)g1H60T C\F6emsIf] Si6evf 348 8, 2026 esTM)
gamleormy. CLEFEUTTSHNSSHETeT CaHTIfl&emasenw
eUMISCHEFLD 8 2IO6sT 2026 60T HeDILILNWIG).
BSIBTL CLEFSFUTTSHNSEH6T HDSTHSID 'Fal (b

B &6 emesorwid’ (JRC) suflwimsGeu menLGILIM)ILD;
CamlevmILL Hlenevll CLESFES6T HLHS)
6U(HE60TM 6T 6T60TM)| GleusT M6 SIeMDFEFSHEF
ClEWH S CleTLIUTeT) FhHSHT Cleisnelmsy
C&If169&&6TTETITIT. coLIFTEEIT & (h)LILIER6TTWITED
Gleu6T6IT(LLD 616BITL 6V Lilga LD HH&FILILSTHS Fam
e miflest 4 (61HLd JD(U) SLEFIWYLD &I16m6TT (PSH6V6L (THLD
(@,5. 2026) HHCLITENS W 6119696V RLILIHSLI
YaIUNenL eréhljeslesTmentiy.

» Economy: inflation caused by rising input costs (fuel,
wages, raw materials) is 'cost-push inflation’; that caused
by excess demand is 'demand-pull inflation'. Even when
inflation slows, the price level stays high, so household
purchasing power falls. In India the Consumer Price
Index (CPI) is released by the National Statistics Office
(NSO, MoSPI).

Tamil Nadu link: the Public Distribution System (PDS) is
a key shield against rising prices. Even after the Centre
introduced the 'Targeted PDS' (TPDS) in 1997, Tamil
Nadu has continued a 'universal PDS' covering all ration-
card holders; since 1 June 2011 free rice is given to all
rice-card holders.

Source: CGTN, Euronews (19 Oct 2026); To Vima (21 Oct); Al Jazeera (21
Oct); Newsweek

India-Bangladesh Ganga Waters Treaty
(1996, Farakka) expires on 12 Dec 2026 -
Bangladesh seeks a new pact

News: The 30-year 'Ganga Waters Treaty', signed by
India and Bangladesh on 12 Dec 1996 to share the
Ganga's dry-season flow at the Farakka Barrage, expires
on 12 Dec 2026. On 8 Oct 2026 Bangladesh Water
Resources Minister Shahiduddin Chowdhury Anee said
Dhaka wants a new treaty before expiry, with a
‘guarantee clause' (assured minimum share) like the one
in the 1977 agreement. Bangladesh sent its request for
talks on 8 June 2026. MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
has said all river talks take place within the Joint Rivers
Commission (JRC) and that technical-level discussions are
under way. Bihar's ruling JD(U) and Deputy CM (Aug
2026) oppose renewal in its present form, blaming the
Farakka Barrage for floods and siltation.
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coLITN&&T &(hLiLIemesor (BLoM (&) eUMmISID) - C1&HTEVSH ST -
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EhY: ) efleuryLd
@LUILHSLD 12 198. 1996 - NJSHLOFSH6IT 6T& . 1g..
CaeubssTLT (QBSH W), Capsd amsorm
(ursCa&LD); 30 24,600 (H &6
6UM6BBTL ooeor. 1 - G 31; 10 BTET STEVLILIGSH&6T;
&IT6VLD 1949-88 BCTTLLS ST6Y lgLiLIenL
uiSL () a9 70,000 HUCFSEEH M (&S GHmMme -
FLOLIMI(G); 75,000-8 (8, GLoev -
@nhSlwimes & 40,000, L5
UnISCHF5HE8 ), LTFE 11 - G 10
@enLGw rplwrr 35,000 2 55 76UTsLD
coLIT & &SI GLom (g 6UmISLD, (PFFISTUMS LOTEULLLD;
1975-60 @ WIEHELD; C\&HTEVHSHSHT
BIOD(P&HSHS|HSTS [He0] UTD&6r& &5
FoUUSADS
&) & 6T @\ BT(H&EHLD 54 HHl&eneTL
LIS 6TM6TT; &HMhien &8 (8, LOL (HGLo
IB6E3OTL &6V RLILITHELD
unIsCHFILD s sTiflé Famwmesr (L. 2026
(PS6L)
LN edT6vT6BD

BUTEVITMI: coLITTEST B GISTLILNS 5 Heu. 1977
S65Tm)| 5 24680T(h 2L 6TUIM(h) 6086\ W(LSHS TS|
(umIsCHEEHSH60 LlWMe [ FamLOTeT L &);
GMDHS HCTTLLE &TevHSH60 eUmISECHFL LIkIE,
SILL6Uem6toTuIN65T 80%-8 (&S (56MMWSFaL TS| 6T60TM
'2 S5760UMS NPl IFl6L QBHHSEI; 1982
HAlbglesTey LUILIBSSHSH60 i8] HESLILILLG|. 1996
PUUDBSSSL 2 HETUMS eNHGCLIT BHleuT STy
eN&Gwim @evenev; (EETTLLLD 50,000 &luibl&sE M G 8
GMDHSTEV 2_L6vTly UGevTEFenest L (HGL (2-miLiL]
11(iif)).
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Farakka Barrage (West Bengal) - Kolkata - Dhaka

Point Details

12 Dec 1996 - PMs H.D. Deve Gowda (India)
and Sheikh Hasina (Bangladesh); 30 years

Treaty

Lean season 1Jan - 31 May; 10-day periods; based on 1949-

88 flow data

Formula Below 70,000 cusecs - equal shares; above
75,000 - India 40,000, rest to Bangladesh;
35,000 cusecs guaranteed alternately 11 Mar -
10 May

Farakka Murshidabad district, West Bengal; operational
1975; diverts water into the Hooghly for
Kolkata port

Rivers The two countries share 54 rivers; only the
Ganga has a long-term treaty

Bangladesh PM Tarique Rahman (since Feb 2026)

Background:

History: a 5-year agreement on Farakka water was signed
on 5 Nov 1977 (Ziaur Rahman era in Bangladesh); it had a
‘guarantee clause' that Bangladesh's share would not fall
below 80% of the schedule in low flow; a 1982 MoU
removed it. The 1996 treaty has no guarantee or
arbitration clause - only immediate consultations if flow
falls below 50,000 cusecs (Article II(iii)).



o HaNuNwev: smiensd 2 &5 TameTiy6st &hCamsifl
uesflummmlev (Camps) umsrSHlwnss GameTm),
ComeulINTWITen& U6 H6VEHHSTELL 65T

@ en6ETTEHIMG)|. coLITTEHSTESEE &6 LNfHSI, (H
Slener UTETSH-aD&eflwms CmE, sUmkisHs 60
@bFMEI; (Pp&eTeno BEFTLLL 'LSLM' 6T65TM
Cluwiflev aURIECHEFSHH6L HIMLPIHSI, 2(LPESTTELL65T
(W ybwysSHTT) CameyiessTCLT 3(HCsH @) enemThHal,
LSlesT GLDE6BTITEL L 63T S6VH&] 6UMmISTET el (& LTemnew
SIMLEIMEG).

SITFlWsVemOLIL]: FFeUCHE §RLILIHE MISHED6TE
ClEweLLI(H&HS, MHeVLI LILLgu16d CQILIT(HET&H6T 2 L LIL
TGV FLLLD @WIMM HITLIT(EHLO6TMES18(E 2 MILIL]
253 H &M &(HEIMGI. B - LIHIEVLI LILIgUI6y
ugle] 17; mbHlevnkisshes ) @)enLullevmsst me&erflest
QMG WPeMM - eesTMIWIL LILIgu1sv Lgley 56. 2 m|LiL|
51(c) - #TeuCHE QLILIHSHE HLEMLDSEHENET DS & 560
(uflami(h) CQmM)). BHBITS S&TTMISH6T - 2 ML 262,
LMK 6V (6THE (&) @ emLullevmesT A BT SH&TTMIE
gLLLD 1956.

2 MeY&6T: @B WT-6UmSECHFE Fal (b HSH&H6IT
24606801 (JRC) 1972-6V S6MOSESLILILLG). Le6MVLIT
L uRSL (h) eUUbSLD 2011 (W&H6ev Hlayemeuullsy

D 6iT6NTG). &6V 2024-60 Gaxd am&FerTm LiSH6
Qb @HSWT UBST]; (PSS Lbenlen
H6M6V6NLOUINEL @6 SHETEV 4 [J&+8(GLI Ler LILI. 2026-
60 STIfl& FAMLOTEST LNFSLOFITESTIT.

SUIPHIH CISTLITL: SLOLPHTLIg6T (P&
LOMBl6V RIS (ETHE (G @)emLullevmest BSBTLI LN & &lenest
srellifl. &smallifl m(hleuy wesTMLD (1990) @MIS S
Srliemu 5 1910, 2007-6v eupridlwig); 16 L9111, 2018

o g5 BHI060TMS SHTLILN6ITLIG SFHTLELD

Ned G evoT(HlaviaTlev oievor(h& &) 177.25 TMC iy [56m))
SLHTL(H &) 6uLpmIg GeustsT(HD; @ens &
ClFwevLI(h &5 2018-60 sTaif] By CLosvTEsETEMLD
pemesoriid (CWMA), smellifl 51 x(LorIsmmmIs (8 (LD
(CWRC) {65088 L1LILL 60T.

o SMTILD: UNI (248. 8, 2026); LIGTTCaMD yCeum (&L 29); ISAS (NUS)
GO 1428 (248. 12); &) LNiflevorl (y,5. 4)

o Geography: the Ganga rises as the Bhagirathi at the
Gangotri glacier (Gaumukh), Uttarakhand, and joins the
Alaknanda at Devprayag. Below Farakka it splits - one
branch flows as the Bhagirathi-Hooghly in West Bengal;
the main stream enters Bangladesh as the 'Padma’, joins
the Jamuna (Brahmaputra) near Goalundo and then the
Meghna before reaching the Bay of Bengal.

» Constitution: Article 253 empowers Parliament to make
laws on any subject, including State List subjects, to
implement international treaties. Water - State List Entry
17; regulation of inter-State rivers - Union List Entry 56.
Article 51(c) - respect for treaty obligations (Directive
Principle). Water disputes - Article 262 and the Inter-
State River Water Disputes Act, 1956.

 Relations: the India-Bangladesh Joint Rivers Commission
(JRC) was set up in 1972. The Teesta water-sharing pact
has been pending since 2011. Sheikh Hasina was ousted
in August 2024 and came to India; after an interim
government led by Muhammad Yunus, Tarique Rahman
became PM in Feb 2026.

Tamil Nadu link: Tamil Nadu's key inter-State river issue
is the Cauvery. The Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal
(1990) gave its final award on 5 Feb 2007; under the
Supreme Court verdict of 16 Feb 2018, Karnataka must
release 177.25 TMC ft a year to Tamil Nadu, measured at
Biligundlu; the Cauvery Water Management Authority
(CWMA) and Cauvery Water Regulation Committee
(CWRC) were set up in 2018 to implement it.

Source: UNI (8 Oct 2026); Prothom Alo (29 Sep); ISAS (NUS) Brief 1428 (12
Oct); ThePrint (4 Aug)



RGCaHMLeE &L 6916V

e & wleS)bbg Levmeur
&60oTL LD 9L (H) & H63oTLLD LITU|LD

66 & emevoTenl TaghwT G55 5]

QWIS Fagwmaler LFLNGS sLOHLEDLOWE CFITHS
'CUTGITWI-A’ (HILLLD 955A) 616N S 650 F&HS)

J6L 6065 HITELPLDSS &LILI6V K-553 'GlansuTiredl&loery
&CeurGrmey’, CamLeng &L6016v H(hH& 819 UN6L

@\ (mbHSLILY 'Ljevmeur &evorLLd 6L (h& &H6BoTLLD LITW|LD
6L SH606TTen W N WISTES FarplILl LITGISTLIL
SIMDEFHLD 3i8. 28, 2026 i65TM)| SIMONSH S5
GumpenesrassT (warheads) & Fslgds LGS ullest
SITHS MR &H6V6MV8 LOMTSTETITS SHleV 66 'Flpr'
ComgemeTs; &HeTsHens eTHTLUMTHS CHrssHeu
SIMLHS6IT. @G| 6ULp&sLomest 'CGUTyl LuH& s
SILLS 60T (T LI(&HS) 6T65TM)| SEMDEFSHLD FamliG)|.
2022-6v @Gg ByeLp&) CleueTemers &L69160(HHS)
STOFLETN6T (GTT H6M5515(E) Fellwg);
QLD S HMVELD - HTTS ElP&EEIOBHSI
GrrUNW Fapwimelsr euL LGS &(S.

Russia test-fires '‘Bulava’' intercontinental
missile from a submerged submarine in the
Sea of Okhotsk

News: Russia's Defence Ministry announced on 28 Oct
2026 that the Pacific Fleet's Borei-A (Project 955A)
nuclear-powered ballistic-missile submarine K-553
'Generalissimus Suvorov' fired a 'Bulava' intercontinental
missile from a submerged position in the Sea of
Okhotsk. The warheads reached the 'Chizha' test range
in Arkhangelsk Region (Arctic) at the expected time. The
ministry called it part of the routine 'combat training
plan'. In 2022 the same submarine fired from the White
Sea to the 'Kura' range in Kamchatka; this time the
direction was reversed - from the Far East to the north of
European Russia.
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676 B 6V: REHTLeE HL6V - Bl6v&(5): FILPIT H6ITLD
(SITssmmIcsav6vs); @\b&lwmeallest SSBN sermid

eN&Fms L 1965TLD

Chizha range
Seaof/Okhotsk:

0

Visakhapatnam e
N

Launch: Sea of Okhotsk - target: Chizha range (Arkhangelsk);
India's SSBN base Visakhapatnam
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6J61| 85 61)655T Levmeur (RSM-56 / R-30) - epetTm)| [5l6m6v
S eriflGlummeiT SLBM; Lisv sevflg 651
@6v& 8, GumyenesteseneT (MIRV)
&LD8(&)LD

&Lomiy 8,300 &.15. (CSIS w&HLSH)
LreVGsT Gleulig C\SmLPlevmILL
BimieussTd (CLTGUITeL-M, wimFen

761 BHE06TUTSHEMET LD 2 (THeUTEHSIWI]);
P56 Gemgemnest 2005; GLo 2024-60
wemmLiLilg Gaemeuusv

STBIGSITTLD
2 (H6UMS&LD

K-553 GlggeotredlFleiy &GeumrGirmsu -
ClEsuTag (QF6CTTEHeN6TeNS) SHLILIV
&6md; Gaemeu 29 19&. 2022; H6MTLD

a6l FletTernds, STDFLSEIT (S16. 2023
P5ev)

e6UGleum(m CUTCITW euenas HrepLp&u|D
16 L6VITEUIT 6]61| 860650186

Bijepps

&r6vILD
Umens RCHTL6ME HL6V = FlLPT CFTHEm60TS
SHEITLD, Y T&HSMMIC&H6V6ME LDTETETOTLD

L9 esT60T6001):

* 9jet0)| (PLoWement (Nuclear triad): Hlevg &6d) (b &I

761 SH6M6TITSH6T, 6UMenfl60)(Hhg CUITT 69LOMEsT RIS 6T,
&L60160 (HH& BIELPLDE) 6761865 6T0TEH6T — LLPESTM)
sufl&6TfleVid SIE) QU|SLD CFISSID 6.
B(H&SIgUN6V LemMIHEH) (HE &L SSBN, et ifludlest (Lp&sv
BT ESHVI& G LI LN6Ten)|LD Lilevly &(HLD '@\ FessTLITLD
BT&GHSH6V SIMett' (second-strike) 6uLpmIG e T6L LO1&
(P&SBIWLTEsTS). SSBN - 96t F88) Limedlelg s

6, &H601650T HTELPLDE); SSN - ) FEHS &M (8 SH6V
BIePLPE); SSK - leg6ev-LEl6sTETT BFepLPE).

@bHwm: 'GubUlL C&mlevHIL LIS sLIL6 (ATV)
SILLS 60 eNFTasLILILIg6sTLD SLILI6V &L (HILD
WSSV (SBC) SSBN-&6IT &LLLILI(H&lesTmeuT.
o0.6T60T.6T6N. BflaMbHS - 67616V 2TDemev 2009,
Ggemeu 2016; HeU. 2018-60 BI&60T (PH6V &(hHILIL LI
Crmhg! epeuld @bSIWITESEsT T (LD (LPEwIETT
(P(LDEOILDWLITEBTS|. 80.6T60T.6T610. S Fl&H TS - 8. 2024;
epesTmmeug| SSBN gn.6T6tT.6T610. HIfl&LoMmesT - 6711, 2026.

@nbHw BiewLpsh gelsememtaser (DRDO): K-15
‘Frsiflar (gwmy 750 &).16.), K-4 (&L 3,500 &).165.;
B6U. 2024-6V 80.6T60T.6T60. B fl&BMESH60) (HHE]
Camgement); HesoTL ST K-5 2 (HeUTEHSHSHSH60 2_6T6MS|.
315 65fl-V Hlevg 60 (HH&! FeuLiLI(hib sesorLid el (h&
&600TLLD LITW|LD 6]61|8560)600T.

HeNuNwiev: GasmLeg sL6v - LFLNS

Gl LeSl6sT eN6IfIDL| 8 &HL6V; HTDEFL T
SusmuLd, &Iflev HeyserT, F&medlest, soLiLimesfleor
Clamm&m&GLT gy &luamMmTey (FHLPLULLLSI.
GleusTemeIs &L6V - GLITEITL6M SL6O16T HI6nLpeuUmuley;
SIH6T HOTUN6V B THSMTHRICH6VEVE,
ClECleuCT TS el 6tTeVg 2 6iT6IT6UT.

Point Details

Missile Bulava (RSM-56 [ R-30) - three-stage solid-fuel
SLBM; carries multiple independently
targetable warheads (MIRV)

Range About 8,300 km (CSIS estimate)

Developer Moscow Institute of Thermal Technology (also
made Topol-M, Yars); first launch 2005; formally
in service May 2024

Submarine K-553 Generalissimus Suvorov - Sevmash yard
(Severodvinsk); commissioned 29 Dec 2022;
based at Vilyuchinsk, Kamchatka (since Oct
2023)

Load Each Borei-class submarine carries 16 Bulava
missiles

Path Sea of Okhotsk — Chizha test range,
Arkhangelsk Region

Background:

* Nuclear triad: the ability to deliver nuclear weapons from
land (missiles), air (bombers) and sea (submarine
missiles). A submerged SSBN is the most survivable leg,
giving 'second-strike' capability even after an enemy first
strike. SSBN - nuclear-powered ballistic-missile
submarine; SSN - nuclear-powered attack submarine;
SSK - diesel-electric submarine.

» India: SSBNs are built at the Ship Building Centre (SBC),
Visakhapatnam, under the Advanced Technology Vessel
(ATV) programme. INS Arihant - launched July 2009,
commissioned 2016; its first deterrence patrol in Nov
2018 completed India's nuclear triad. INS Arighaat - Aug
2024; the third SSBN, INS Aridhaman - April 2026.

« Indian submarine-launched missiles (DRDO): K-15
'Sagarika' (about 750 km), K-4 (about 3,500 km; tested
from INS Arighaat in Nov 2024); the longer-range K-5 is
under development. Agni-V is a land-based
intercontinental missile.

» Geography: the Sea of Okhotsk is a marginal sea of the

Pacific, enclosed by the Kamchatka peninsula, the Kuril
Islands, Sakhalin and Japan's Hokkaido. The White Sea is
an inlet of the Barents Sea; Arkhangelsk and
Severodvinsk lie on it.



SIPHIT(H CISITLITL: 20.6T60T.6T60. Sflambs
Breppélou QusED H(RSS BT el
2 smevullest (PWR) (5l6u&&160 H6mOHS (LPESTLOMS)IS]
(prototype) GlEmISEVLIL(H LOMEULLLD S6VLITSHESH S 60
2 6iT6ITg)|. [H(HESIgUN6V 2 6TT6IT BT e LPE & (6THL 65T
CarLILGl&mem(ehLD SLMLmLUN 6T LBl&S (&6enMHe
S5 TCl6u6TIT (VLF) hlemevuwiLd ‘). eTeoT.6T6M.
&LLOILIMDLO60T &)(HoIHELEEEY) LomeUL L LD
AN WIBTTTWLIETTS SV 2_6T6mg).

oY STTLD: TASS, JCIMenLLD, WemevTL L1 24, 78] Gl &6vfla6tt (18.
28, 2026); &) LNiflevorL (e7L1. 3, 2026 - HIf1HLOM6DT); coLI60IEFEL
GILLLefluwsv6M (H6VLITEESLD (LPETLOMEIf])

(28] go(g)6ifl6bT 'FeoTCHLFI'
Qewmens&Gasmer
el evoTCl6usluNeS) (HH &I (P& 6v
QFwWmens;: mievoTessTdlayLl LIlemr6v
ILINwg)

QIS 915. 1, 2026 j6TM)| 61VCLIGVETE 660
'lgTmesTeCUITTLLT-18" LISl FeyLl LiwesoTs &l6v
geulILILL Fa@srfler 'YTmolmsL FerCaLl g
(WeTr&flE ClFwmensssCamer,
SOHMILUTeNSUINeO) (HHSI H60T& (L&Y Al LIgensv
SIBIUINWSTE Fo(G6T CPSHS @)WIE (GBI g rmesleny
Severv 8. 30, 2026 eTm)| SIMNSST. H6O)J
Blemevwid CoGev &LHHCLIME eIl L
Ca6iTal&(8), ClFWMens&Camsflev 2 6Tem &o.(g)61fl6oT
576 emwW euensd TPU FLILN6L @ uimi@Ld 'Glgibiom 4'
Smbg Al LTSS (I maM&EFa &691608 WMV
ugleverfls s g ('Blue marble below / Data streams in
silent grace / Starlight feeds my core');
ClEwmenssGasmsT HTTGsuuN6sT stveumsuLITTL GoGev
UMBHSCUTE| & ClUMUILILLG].
ClerwmenssGasmens 'NemrmesrL' (Planet Labs)

B MI6LUETTLD Fov(F)(ETHL6IT @) 6DI6TITHS| 2 (THEUTEHEWIG);
31816V 4 TPU-&61T 2_6iT6IT60T.

Tamil Nadu link: the land-based prototype of the
pressurised water reactor (PWR) that powers INS Arihant
is at Kalpakkam, Chengalpattu district. The Navy's Very
Low Frequency (VLF) station 'INS Kattabomman', which
communicates with submerged submarines, is at
Vijayanarayanam, Tirunelveli district.

Source: TASS, AeroTime, United24, Army Recognition (28 Oct 2026);
ThePrint (3 Apr 2026 - Aridhaman); IPFM Fissile Materials blog
(Kalpakkam prototype)

Google's Project Suncatcher satellite sends
back its first AI response from space

News: Google senior director Travis Beals announced on
30 Oct 2026 that the Project Suncatcher prototype
satellite - launched on 1 Oct 2026 on SpaceX's
"‘Transporter-18' rideshare - has sent back its first Al
response from orbit. To a prompt uplinked during a
ground-station pass, the open 'Gemma 4' Al model
running on a data-centre-class Google TPU aboard the
satellite replied with a haiku ('Blue marble below / Data
streams in silent grace / Starlight feeds my core’),
received as the satellite flew over Svalbard, Norway. The
satellite was built with Planet (Planet Labs) and carries
four TPUs.



SILD&FLD eNeurio Point Details

SILLID HrmolmsLl sarCal gy - G flw mmedlsvy | Project Project Suncatcher - Google research
@uirigLb Al &evoflesf] emLDWITISHEm6IT moonshot for solar-powered Al compute in
efesoTCleu6T U960 BI6MLDE G)LD &For(G)6TT space (announced Nov 2025)
SLTTUESFS SILLLD (Heu. 2025-60
SimlefiiLy)

676156V 1 918. 2026 - enVGLIVETEH 61V Launch 1 Oct 2026 - SpaceX Transporter-18 rideshare;
lgTmesTerVGUIMTLLIT-18 L& ey LI LILI6BoTLD; partner: Planet (Planet Labs PBC)
gal Lmerfl: NemmeoTL (Planet Labs PBC)

6u6BTEILIMT(TH6IT 4 TPU-&6TT; Wlesta Iy, Gleuliu euploLygemmev | Hardware 4 TPUs; due to power and heat limits only one
Gy Crrsslev 6| TPU L (HIWD, Flev TPU runs at a time, in short sessions; up to
B SO &H6ITTE; S SLLFLD &M 1 about 1 kW of power
HGeumeumL LOlGTFTITLD

Al orr&ifl Clgbio 4 - Fa G 6flesT HIMbHS (open- Al model Gemma 4 - Google's open-weight model family
weight) T ifl& & [HIbLLD

W56L LIFlev 318. 30, 2026 SMlNLIL); MmO EEFa - First reply Announced 30 Oct 2026; a haiku - received
eveumsLLIML (BT FGeu) CoGev over Svalbard (Norway)
CuLLLLE)

OS5 HLLID  2027-60 @emetordSLILILL @) T6vor(H) Next Two linked satellites planned for 2027
CFEWMHEN & & CHTETH6IT S L LD

LN esT6vT6TBA: Background:

* er60T elevoTOl6uETIUN6L? Al HIT6L| 6BILDUIMGIS (6THE (LI » Why space? Al data centres need huge power and

Gl WlestEm WL &6 FaN& @)W H(mHn CaHeme.
eflesorGleuefluflev (Fflw eeerfl @emLwimms)
SlenLLILsmey, 'afligwisv-Sbd (&l s Hlenge s
smmiiiumenguilev’ (dawn-dusk sun-synchronous orbit)
GNws 55 (Hl&6T L blenwedlL LI LIGVLLKIE HS)&
DOV SHLD TN Fo.G6T S DISDS.
THTHTEVSH60 LT 8600188 M60T TPU-86TT Gl &5 mevoTL
CFEWMEn&HECSTST Fal LmiIG6T CEVEFIT @) 60650TLIL|&61T
eeuLd &L Gl&mstr(h) 'aflesorCleusiflg siye
MWD BI6MLDEG)LD @)6V8 (5. HDCLITENS LI

(T MENIS] LI 65T 6VMIES (STHL 65T FMETIT6TOTE
SOHMILUTNSHUINED 2 6T6mg).

o oiMleflwev: TPU - GlLetTEf ClFwsursHs 316V (Tensor
Processing Unit); @wib& 5 SMMeVI&ESHTEHE Fo.(G6T
auleUenLES S FlmLL g &L (ASIC). &l & SHlense s
SMHMILILITENS - &(HEUMISETHS(E H(HES ClFsvsay|Ld
SOHMILILTNS; O1FWLMNens:&HCaTsT gpeubleur(m
@ LS5 WD G 2 6Teeh T (&l CHIsHSHle0 &L G
- 418 &esotasmensiILL & Clawmen &8 GasmeTas (61h& (8,
JODSI.

o Qeuliug seumev: alesrGlsu6rl GleuMMILSHSH6L HTMHM)
@eveuTa &ML GleuLiLIg &evesTid (convection) Hl&LOME);
Gleuliub s&lFeigs: (radiation) epsuGLo GleusGuwim
(PLYW|LD. SI&H6TTTEVST6dT (6T IfluN6v (T TPU 62(T
CrrsHSlev &lev HILILMIS6T WL (HGW
@Qussuubh&Dg. sSHlFeTes LTSI,
GleuLiurblensv LMMHMEISEN6T TPU &ThI(&LOM
sTeoTLIen & & CamSLILCs @S HLLSSH 60T (LPSH6L
Grr&sLD.

cooling water. In space sunlight is nearly continuous, and
Google says solar panels in a 'dawn-dusk sun-
synchronous orbit' can be several times more productive
than on Earth. The goal is clusters of satellites, each with
dozens of TPUs, linked by lasers to form a 'space data
centre'. The present prototype uses batteries in a
standard (not sun-synchronous) orbit.

« Science: TPU - Tensor Processing Unit; a special chip
(ASIC) designed by Google for machine learning. Sun-
synchronous orbit - a near-polar orbit in which a satellite
passes over each place at the same local solar time -
ideal for Earth-observation satellites.

» Heat challenge: in the vacuum of space there is no air, so
no convection; heat can leave only by radiation. That is
why the prototype runs one TPU for only minutes at a
time. The first aim is to test whether TPUs survive space
radiation and thermal extremes.



sUIPBT(H CI5TLIL: CHrys QSTLIL @lsvenev.
CIBTLILEDLII HE&H6U6V: F6.(8)61T, H,6VcoLIGILIL
BIMI616TTRIS 66T HEm6VEMIDE G1FWISY HS&TIf]
&HeT Neems wglenruiley LNmbg| 6\&esTensoTuilsy
6UETITH&6UT. @B WITES6T @) T6ToTLTELG)| 6761 &H6ITLD
(SSLV-8:&Tes18)) ST8 518559 LDTEUL L LD
(&6VCESHTEITLIL 196078 &6V DS MG

QY HTTLD: FaG6IT 6usmevLiLIB6) [ PPC GovesoTL, &) Glb&evl GleuLl (8.

30 - meu. 1, 2026); NPR / WUNC (=48. 1, 2026); &mLigeneul (HGL (meu.
2025)

(29) Lesh LCL T8 (8 SLILmev LSlw
&SmIkIGssmeir GeuLLimeriy '2026 ED138'
- &Fledluflest emLIl6sT uITETTITUIEUE S
Syaiev &6t (HLiligLiL]

QEWS): F&flws & Hwusser GleueflliLi@sluiley,
LesThLGCLIT6Y & (&) {LILIMeV &MHMmILD ‘2026 ED 138" eT6TM
uesfl&aLigll QummeT YHw GmImiGameir (Dwarf
planet) GeulLIMeT TS 1&. 27, 2026 |6dTM)|
SiMlaf&sLnlLg| (NOIRLab/emL6sr o4 &emss;
3Gl samellest snCLTEGSH6T HEFl6L HLbHS
SiMIawev Fal L& eV GleusluNL LIl Lg)).
ammyeury(h-snd &Gamesflwiest sumesfliumLNwiey
enwwigSlest (CfA) Coguy, Cammeviosst, Glseallsor
CrLULNw(RHL6ST 2 (Heums S w GHL6v GlLoesTElLIm(H6T
ELPEVLD 248. 13 6TTM)| @) 60&E SH6voTLMIHSITIT;
EUTQGIBIL 63T LIS 606V& &S S 60T LIFlGWIT eoOifl&
Fa(hgev Lhle|sensT 2 m|H6lFwsTy. FleSluflesr
ClEGrm LECETsT emeLUN6L 2 _6iTer Courym &. emLN 60T
6UTETTITULIEUSLD LOMTE 4 - 909emev 11, 2026 @emnL Gl 20
@neyserflsv 30 (emm @enFLI LH6e ClFLISSI.
eLLLD &Lomy 600-1,500 &).L5. erest

w&HLNLLUL (HeTerg); SMHGLTE) & flwesfled) (hbal
&L 46 6umesflisy 46V (AU) GClg Tensvailsy

2 6iTemgl. 2 MiSHlwmestmev IAU HmiSsfles L mmeug)
SMIRICSTETT(GLD.

Tamil Nadu link: no direct link. Related facts: Sundar
Pichai, CEO of Google and Alphabet, was born in
Madurai and grew up in Chennai. India's second
spaceport (for SSLV) is coming up at
Kulasekarapattinam, Thoothukudi district.

Source: Google blog via PPC Land, The Next Web (30 Oct - 1 Nov 2026);
NPR / WUNC (1 Oct 2026); Satellite Today (Nov 2025)

New dwarf-planet candidate ‘2026 ED138’
found beyond Pluto - spotted in data from
Chile's Vera C. Rubin Observatory

News: An icy object beyond Pluto, '2026 ED138', was
announced on 27 Oct 2026 as a new dwarf-planet
candidate (NOIRLab/Rubin statement; also presented at
a scientific meeting in Spokane, USA). Matthew Holman
of the Center for Astrophysics | Harvard & Smithsonian
(CfA) spotted it on 13 Oct using search software he built
with Kevin Napier; Mario Juri¢ (University of Washington)
confirmed further detections. The Vera C. Rubin
Observatory on Cerro Pachén, Chile, recorded it 30 times
on 20 nights between 4 March and 11 July 2026. Its
diameter is estimated at about 600-1,500 km; it is now
about 46 astronomical units (AU) from the Sun. If
confirmed, it would be the sixth IAU-recognised dwarf
planet.



bl Glammenrgesteiy ailessresuld
6T(H 55 LjeeTh L GLIT LILLD (IHmem)

e @ums: Gas 65T

/ o;Spokane

o CfA, GaD1NIfIL g e CfA, Cambridge

v VT

empLIN65T EUMEBTITIIENS51D Rubin Observatory

Geunm &. emL9l6dT sumesTmiIoUSLD - Cl&CrT LECHFmedT, Fled); Vera C. Rubin Observatory - Cerro Pachén, Chile; announcement
iMladlLiL] - evGLTE: G 65T, 9C\WI&ST - Spokane, USA

IILD&FLD eNeurLo Point Details

Qluwiy 2026 ED138 - (5;mImiGasmer GeulLimeriy Designation 2026 ED138 - dwarf-planet candidate (not yet
(@etTenIb 2 MiFHlwimsallevenev) confirmed)

sesTLMIbseuy  Gugw, Gammevwest (CFA, ammieui(h- Discoverer Matthew Holman (CfA, Harvard &
e L6 &G&mevflwienT); ClLoesTGILIM(HEIT - Smithsonian); software with Kevin Napier;
GClaaNsr GrLUILNW(HLEDT; 2 mi& - flCwim confirmed by Mario Juri¢
Oiflg

CQmemevCHmes)  Gourm &. emLIl6sT euUT6ITTIIOSLD Telescope Vera C. Rubin Observatory (Simonyi Survey
(F1Comesfl #7Ceu O TemeVCHTEHS), Telescope), Cerro Pachdn, Chile; archival
ClECrm LFCHTesT, F160); LIEMLPWI LILMHBIS6T images - DECam on the Blanco 4-m telescope
- NemmraiGasm 4-15. ClsmenevCmms&luflsor (from 2016)
DECam (2016 (pg6v)

2|66, e9ILLLb ~600-1,500 &).15.; Size, distance  Diameter ~600-1,500 km; ~46 AU from Sun

Rz memeve & Nwesled(mmba ~46 AU (LjeerLCLT (Pluto average ~40 AU)
gyl ~40 AU)

SOMILLTENS &Aws GHbLuUS &emsHSe0 (b &wmy | Orbit Tilted ~25° to the plane of the Solar System - a
25° gmley - QLI ULEDI8 & SHLULTDHULL trans-Neptunian object (TNO)
Glum(meT (TNO)

Ca &) a6t SHEBTLMISH6L 5. 13; HMleflliLy 248. 27, | Dates Spotted 13 Oct; announced 27 Oct 2026

2026




L9 esT60T6D0M:

« IAU suemywiemm (2006, LNyms Glumg & FemLl): GameT
eTeoTLIg)| (1) (G Flwenests &mm Geustor(hlb, (2) 6ot
FFULY e9len&Wwmey 7M&sEemn Ml 2 (THESITE0L 6UIg6LLD
ClumM(mee CeuesoT(HILb, (3) &HetT &MMILILITER&HUN 65T
SI(HEGVIETET GClLIM(HETEHEDET Bi8MMIUI(HEEH
GeustoT(HILD. FLpESTMITEUS| HILIHSEMmEBTEn W Hlemmey
ClEWLIWLITS, &|65655T8:CaT6IT BI6V6VME GILIM(H6T
'(@MIRIGETST'. @s6sTmev 2006-6V L|eeThLGLIT GasmeiT
& (&S W60 (HH&| (HMIMBICHTETTS THMLUILILLS)I.
IAU 9imi& &5 s (&MIkiGCETeTE6T Bhg|: Fren
(QEFsusumi-eNwimpsst @enLuNsvmest Fm|Casmeir
ulemL), YesthLGL, gifley, Qamerdlwim, GosGLos
(QIBLIYULED)IS G HLILITEY). LiesTHLCLTemeu 1930-60
&leneTL LTDUT &6ssTLMIBSTT; et Gluiflw
glemevorsGameir Gerest (Charon). mremellsor Hlul,
GClammenyagstTery 66ssTH6VLD 2015 27O6m6VUIN6L
LesThLGLITem6U (LP&6DT(LP&H60160 (THEH6V &HLIHG| LILLD
Hy&58!

emaLILT ULemL (Kuiper Belt): GlpLilgulesfleo
SOHMILLTENSE (G SILILIT6Y, (Fiflwesiled) (Hba] &My
30-50 AU Qg memevailey 2 6ieIT LiesflaasLLgLl
CILIT(THETE 6T 68T EUEMEITWILD; (HMIEIL ST6V 6UT6V
BLESSH THIS6T6T pLpeVLD. @& MG SLILITeL Flgmlw
6uL_(h) (scattered disc), LB1&& Glgmemevallsy 2eryL
GLo&sLD (HEsoTL &IT6V UMV [BLEFSHSTMhIGETI60T eLP6ULD)
2 sitement. 1 AU = L O1-@flwest rmaiflg GClgmensvey
(~15 Gamig &).15.).

SIMleNW6L-C&TLPl6L ML LILD: eHLII6ET 6UT6BTTIELSLD
S1Cwf&sTaller CaHFW HMlalliisy HMESLLem6T
(NSF), stiflgs8)8 glenm (DOE) sal(h) pumel; 2 euélesr
Blauuflw 3.2 GlamNsesv 19l Lev Gaom
ClameserLg). 'eNetorCleu6rf-g&mevg &6t LorL|&s
&6t 6 & (HILILY' (LSST) epeuid 10 yeuot(h &6 C1&HMm (S,
eumenest LBstoT(hlLb LBevoT(HILd LILLD LN 198 (&LD. @) (HevorL
Glum(meT (Dark matter) &FmesTm|&H6M6IT 6ULPMHIS W
sumesflwevmemry Geurm emLN6sT GlUWIflLLLLLS).

BUIPRBIGH CBTLIL: Qb5 Hetor(l iy liley
Crrysd SUOIPHTL(HE CISTLITL @)6V606V. Y6BTTEV
@mb&Hlw eumesilwedlev SOIDPHT(H (WPESIWL LImIE,
euH&E M| - @bSH W eumesflLimLIwiey
Bimieuests&etT (IIA) GCl&men L &8 mesTev (&iflwl
6U6TTITUIEUSLD (&)680T(H &860 LOMEULLLD, 1899) LOMM)LD
S6LEUTE| LDEMEVUN6V 2_6ITEIT STEUSVITT 6D6U6TT)| LIMLIL|
6UTETTITILIEUSLD (S (HLILISHTT LOTeULLLD) SLOLDHTL 196V
D 6iT6I6DT.

Background:

« IAU definition (2006, Prague General Assembly): a planet

must (1) orbit the Sun, (2) be nearly round under its own
gravity, and (3) have cleared the neighbourhood around
its orbit. A body that fails the third test and is not a
satellite is a 'dwarf planet'. Pluto was thus reclassified as
a dwarf planet in 2006.

» The five IAU-recognised dwarf planets: Ceres (in the

asteroid belt between Mars and Jupiter), Pluto, Eris,
Haumea and Makemake (beyond Neptune). Pluto was
discovered in 1930 by Clyde Tombaugh; its largest moon
is Charon. NASA's New Horizons made the first flyby of
Pluto in July 2015.

» Kuiper Belt: a ring of icy bodies beyond Neptune's orbit,

about 30-50 AU from the Sun; source of short-period
comets. Beyond lie the scattered disc and, far away, the
Oort Cloud (source of long-period comets). 1 AU = mean
Earth-Sun distance (~150 million km).

« Sci-tech: the Rubin Observatory is a joint project of the

US National Science Foundation (NSF) and Department of
Energy (DOE), with the world's largest 3.2-gigapixel
digital camera. Its 'Legacy Survey of Space and Time'
(LSST) will image the southern sky repeatedly for 10
years. It is named after astronomer Vera Rubin, whose
work gave evidence for dark matter.

Tamil Nadu link: there is no direct Tamil Nadu link to
this discovery. But Tamil Nadu hosts key Indian
observatories of the Indian Institute of Astrophysics (IIA)
- the Kodaikanal Solar Observatory (Dindigul district,
1899) and the Vainu Bappu Observatory at Kavalur in the
Javadhu Hills (Tirupattur district).

SLSTID: FTCLT6eD (GMA Blugen), o18. 28-29, 2026; 60GLIEN.&ITLD,
G L5688, 318. 28, 2026; &) NenTL LT 60&(H); IAU (2006 SyLomesTLd
B5)

Source: Reuters (GMA News), 28-29 Oct 2026; Space.com,
Notebookcheck, 28 Oct 2026; The Brighter Side; IAU (2006 Resolution B5)



€ 410 Cssimig oy 6801(H) &5 (61H 5 (5 GLo6v
LLpemIoWITesT Gl&Fsueumil aflesoras6v
'‘GlLesmEm 001' - LissoTemL W [HI)

sugevmmenm GleusLiLI(hH) & HIH M SI

QIS mrameller Gl 2 hgelens

S UIsBSHmM&F (JPL) Caimhe Wimmh 6ol
&emevenLoulevmssT (& (L, 'ClLsmeam 001" (Teghaza 001)
eTeoTm ClFeueumi 691635TEH60 (HMISS 2, Ul1en6L 8. 29,
2026 oy6t1m)| 'Full6tToNv’ (Science) @ &Ll60
GleusuNLLg). &Lomy 800 &FTLD 6TenLW|6T6T @\H&HSE
860 2022-60 FAMTIIIT LITE06V6U6STEH S 6V

&60oTOIL (h&&LILILLG]; M6l BITL1g60T GILSTET 2 L&
gL6leusflufest Gluwy @ LLUULLG). GlaFsusumuilest
Bl6V&Slg B &My 410 sy 24 650T(H & (6THS(S) (60T
@mbsL LTenmenW LIMHMWENLESHS]; 6T6sTGo LITenM
SISMELD (PTGL 2 (hHEUMeTTS] - HMIWILILLL LBl&L
LpemLoWImesT Glgsueuml elesoramas6Iflsv eesTmI.
5 &F 6T @ CHFTGLTLIL &6, SenLiL, Ceudluiwisy
QB Wen6U S TLDLISTVE ClFeueumuiley &lgLiLImest
br& &LPHE @\(HHSHSS ST (H&l6TmesT. 28607
2026-60 'FulletTeny L eumssTaen’ @ &L0l60 Gleusrilwimest
&|636T0T Y U16)|, ML TE6sT-19 U |l lerflwib
eN& & &S 60T eLp6VLD, ClF6UEUTIL &60TE] Y TLDLI
6U6TTILO6TITL 6V &M S LD [HemTuLd 410 Casirig
24,6007 (h) & (6TH &5 () (P6oTGLI eflestTGlevefl& (&) @ LESS
CBTLRISWLNSHSE STLIgUIS).

Q&sueumils GssmeiT all6voTsH 60
"Nemmss NuyL1g' (NWA 7034)
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afletTa6LEN15 (G LI QLW Hhs ClL&smeT 2 L& Fbleuerfl -

Over-4.1-billion-year-old Martian meteorite
'Teghaza 001’ reveals Mars' ancient water
history

News: A team led by Yang Liu of NASA's Jet Propulsion
Laboratory (JPL) published a study of the Martian
meteorite 'Teghaza 001" in the journal Science on 29 Oct
2026. The roughly 800-gram rock was found in the
Sahara in 2022 and is named after the Teghaza salt plain
in Mali. Martian subsurface water altered the rock about
4.1 billion years ago, so it formed even earlier - one of
the oldest Martian meteorites known. Its oxygen
isotopes, texture and chemistry point to a dynamic water
cycle on early Mars. A companion study in Science
Advances (June 2026), using the hydrogen-deuterium
ratio, showed that Mars was already losing its early
atmosphere and water to space by 4.1 billion years ago.

Teghaza

e’'Bamako

Teghaza salt plain, which gave the meteorite its name -

6UL & (G Lomed) (FamITIyIT)

northern Mali (Sahara)
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6191 6v0T8: 6V ClLsmem 001 - ~800 &).; sammym, 2022;

mredluflest QlLamam 2 LiLg Fleustluilest

Quwry

euwg)| Bymev MMM ~410 Casmig
24,6007 (h & (6TH (8, (L6DT; 2 (THEU TEBTS|
SABHGLD (Peir

'‘Fullesteny’ @51 (JPL SimledlLi] oi8. 29,
2026) - (s etTemLd S Flflwiy Wi Sl
(NASA JPL); @emeor o Fiflwzsser 68
GaLiL (NASA erbev), LN mesTa6U l9Gam
(meL6ILS)

Qe

Fysmesflev W Cresflwib-Ful euwig &
&eusfllL (~411 Camig oy 660T(H&6TT);
&16v60lWID (HEOMHS (HLigWID-
eVLTTeTEIWILD Sy ule| ~424 Gamig
24600T(H &6TT 6T60TE SHTLIg WIS

(G

'FufetTeny L eumesTaFeN', 286t 2026 -
ML Fe6sT/Ig Wil leiflwib 691&)&Lb:
&y, TbL euerfloesoTL6v @)LpLiL]

1B sy uiey

CaLIGTT (LI(HLDETTITENT &186iT Gl&smesoTL
SLLmenm); 6ULPESH S S|8(E LDTMTEHES
SH6TTLOIT6TT 2y & &Fl o6t & CamGLITLIL|g6T

LN esT6vT6D0M:

o SIMlaNwi6v: 1gupl lerfluib (‘6o mamLTe6sT') 62(TH
YGrmlLimesT, () HIULLLTTesT Cl&m6ssTL 60D LIy 20 65T
GeTGLTLIL. @Gsu&mssT emamLFeest
eNevorGleuetflas & eTerfldlev HLiL|euGTeY, LBS (LpeTerT
BV Ui leflwb HH &G0 - @&ICeu Gamerflsor
B @ILPLINLI TG &(HeW). SMHSLIL|EVLD
LEMMBHSHHID GFws STHM| 6U6TLO6TITL 605605
AfS58I.

*» QFeueumi: & flwesfled)(Hb&)| HTetTamoUg| CameiT;
GHurLiL @(HLL Y &0E(H ST TONSES 'FleuliL|s
Came'; (& flws & HbusHSHe Bl 2 WFhs eriflosnsy
g6SlbLIeN LomesTeny; GUITGLITen, LleGLomen srest
@\ yevor(h) Gl6m650TECHTETEHSEIT. [HITEFTEI60T
QurFHeNwiysstery Grmeur LisssTem LW eIl
uhlemswimest Gl &Gy LsTerg&lev (Jezero crater)
wr&lflessners Caaflasns).

o OlF6ueuTUI 69680T&HM&6TT: 6191655T&HEV GLOITEH6VTEV
GClasusumued(miHg eSsLl (HiL W bluiley eNwns
LITemM&6TT; GlLI(HLOLITEVTEBTEn 6L (@) 663 LOWI T6DT
'ClegrasrienLl euems. 'LNemms LNuLl g’ (NWA 7034),
1996-6v 2 W& &eu(h) aNeUTsHSHens 6r(LPLILNW
ALH84001 gy &lwismeu LisLpolLimmensy; ALH84001
ClLasmam 001-8 (&) @)60)650TWLIT6IT 6LWISI6DLWIG).

o yelullwev: sammym 2 ev&leot WlaLGlLflw Gleulin
LImen6v6U6sTLD; LmedSluNest euL&Cs 2 6o CIL&STET,

@ EMLESTEVHH6L FADTTT HLIHS 6UTEH S5 60T
(PSS LUTenm 2 L& &FIMHhI& 6mLOWILD.

Point Details

Meteorite Teghaza 001 - ~800 g; Sahara, 2022; named
after Teghaza salt plain, Mali

Age Altered by water ~4.1 billion years ago; formed
earlier

Study Science (JPL release 29 Oct 2026) - lead author
Yang Liu (NASA JPL); co-authors Lee Saper
(NASA Ames), Francgois Tissot (Caltech)

Method Uranium-lead dating of zircon (~4.11 billion
years); a less precise rubidium-strontium
analysis gave ~4.24 billion years

Water study Science Advances, June 2026 - H/D ratio: early
atmospheric loss

Type Gabbro (coarse-grained igneous rock);
unusually heavy oxygen isotopes

Background:

» Science: deuterium ('heavy hydrogen') is a hydrogen
isotope with one proton and one neutron. Lighter
hydrogen escapes to space more easily, so the remaining
water becomes enriched in deuterium - a tool to
measure a planet's water loss. Once the magnetic field
faded, the solar wind stripped the atmosphere.

» Mars: fourth planet from the Sun; called the 'Red Planet’
due to iron oxide on its surface; Olympus Mons is the
tallest volcano in the Solar System; two moons, Phobos
and Deimos. NASA's Perseverance rover is collecting
samples in Jezero crater, an ancient lake bed.

» Martian meteorites: rocks blasted off Mars by impacts
that later fell on Earth; most are young 'shergottites'.
Famous ones include 'Black Beauty' (NWA 7034) and
ALH84001, which sparked a 1996 debate on possible life
traces; ALH84001 is similar in age to Teghaza 001.

» Geography: the Sahara is the world's largest hot desert;
Teghaza in northern Mali was a major rock-salt mining
centre of medieval trans-Saharan trade.



SIPHIH CIBITLFL: @ hHlwmells Cl&eieum Tamil Nadu link: the Programme Director of India's

&MMI&EH606T S &S\6tT (Lomis6TWwmest - 2013 Heu. 5 Mars Orbiter Mission (Mangalyaan - launched 5 Nov
F656V; 2014 Q&L 24 QFeueUTIEF SHHMILILITENS) 2013; entered Mars orbit 24 Sep 2014) was Mylswamy
SLL @Quis GBI, CHTWDLSSHTT LOTeULLLD Annadurai of Kodhavadi, Coimbatore district. Also,
Camgeurgenwsd C&fmHe LOUNVEFTLO 2 650T6s0TITS|6MIT. 'melanterite’, a mineral that helps explain wet phases on
GLoey|LD, Gl&F6UEUTUN6BT FFFLOTEDT &T6VE6m &L Mars, was found at Neyveli.

HAbgCl&meTer 2 g6 b 'GlLevessTLen L &6vfllold
CIBWIGsUeSIUIl6L SesoTLMIWILILILLS)].

QLSTILD: BIEM JPL ClFWISHSEGMILIL, D18, 29, 2026; Hlwl, svGusn Source: NASA JPL release, 29 Oct 2026; New Space Economy, 30 Oct 2026;
6T meTL), 18. 30, 2026; LN&l6vTery 61LTesoTLIT(H), B18. 31, 2026; 6m6V6L Business Standard, 31 Oct 2026; Live Science, 13 Aug 2026 (Science
gufedreny, 8. 13, 2026 (Science Advances &y Ul6)); 6TT&6V605 Advances study); EarthSky
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2 6V8 [HSHBISET H6oTLD (318. 31)
2026 & (I LIC\LIM(H6IT: 'THhasI)

DM FTEMLOLIL|: B|60I6BT6U(IH 85 ()LD
Gumrgiomest e’

QFw&H): .BT. eumflL emwLifesr (UN-Habitat)
'B&FULM HSCLTUF' (Urban October) LirLiLenyuilssr
BlEMMEUTS, 2608 [HSJMRIGET SH6oTLD 3i&. 31, 2026
60T HemL LIy SSUILLLG|. 2026 &(HLICILIT(HET:
'H&IT LOMIETEOLOLIL]: 6D6TT6U(THE (LD GLITGLOmEsT
63" (Regenerating the City: Adequate Housing for All).
2 608 emallevesT Hl&LPeY FeoTma60T col |5 WIT6dT
LOM&TET0TE H6MEVIBH&IT col|Gmallev (Fuzhou), ol Gearm
biflemestr &FeuCHE LMBTL(H-SH630TSTLE] 6mLOWIS 60
318. 31 - B6U. 2 6UenT HEOLCILMIEMS|; Hlemevwimest
B&IJ 6UETTEFHSTET 2 608 6\ (ThHEH6T (O MHRISTUI

eN(H&)) BTesTHMeUS] &MHM| @ &6V aULPmISLILIHSEIMS).

UN-Habitat &&6usvLilg, 2 6v&l6v 340 CaITly D& &6
6uen T FGHEB)LD 62(TH 6UNS CUITEHTS 6L (HeugHlemw
&\ JolamsirlesTment(y; 110 Camigds g GLHULGLT
(PENDETTIT (&9UI(HLILISEIT, (§Leen&Ll LiE S &erflen
6UMLD& 6T 6T

coL|Gzam:
(4
\¢ QFssTemI6NT

o/ emmGrma

2 68 [H&JEIGEIT HevTld 2026 - coL| G (Fevrim); UN-Habitat

56016V60LOWISLD - 0BG TLI (Cl&esTWIT)

World Cities Day (31 Oct) 2026 theme:

'Regenerating the City: Adequate Housing

for All'

News: World Cities Day was observed on 31 Oct 2026,
closing UN-Habitat's 'Urban October' campaign. The
2026 theme: 'Regenerating the City: Adequate Housing
for All'. The global observance is being held in Fuzhou,
capital of China's Fujian province, at the Fuzhou Strait
International Conference and Exhibition Center from 31
Oct to 2 Nov; the fourth cycle of the Global Award for
Sustainable Development in Cities (Shanghai Award) is
presented there. According to UN-Habitat, up to 3.4
billion people face some form of inadequate housing,
and over 1.1 billion live in informal settlements and
slums.

Fuzhou
./
.\® Chennai

e/Nairobi

World Cities Day 2026 - Fuzhou (China); UN-Habitat HQ - Nairobi
(Kenya)




Details

1:%: 91856LTUT 31 (QyevT(HCHTMILD)

2026 'B&IT LOMIFTERLOLIL]: 6D60TEU (hE (GLD

sSmUClummer  Cumgiwmeot 63(H)

2 V& B&BLP6Y ool |G, col |2 WITEDT LOMESITETOTLD, &F60TIT —
345. 31 - [Bew. 2, 2026

Qurg)8 'FlpbHs BT, FIMHS UTLPENS' (Better

&@mublumpeir  City, Better Life)

G mmmLd o0.IBIT. CQlUITE|& F6mLIG STLOTESTLD
A/RES[68/239 (27 19&. 2013); (pSH6V
Q& MeBsTLITLLLD 2014, QLRI

H&FLILM 2 608 6UMLPIL H6TTLD (5. (P&H6L SHMIG6T

31&0Lmuy - 2026-60 948. 5) (LPH6L 26V [HSTTEIGH6IT
Hleotid (48. 31) sueniy

(PIH6vIS W 2025 - '0&&6mn6T 60 WLILI(HS S

21,607(h) SmetrLo(§ BEHTHmISET, ClUmGesTLLT
(QamevbLNwim)

LN edT6vTEBOf1:

o o0.BIT. QenloLiL]: UN-Habitat (&0.6. wesflg e
GWuIHLLS SILLLD) 1978-60 CSTLRISLILLLS);

Date 31 October (annual)

2026 theme 'Regenerating the City: Adequate Housing for
All'

Global host Fuzhou, Fujian province, China - 31 Oct - 2 Nov
2026

General 'Better City, Better Life'

theme

Origin UNGA resolution A/RES/68/239 (27 Dec 2013);
first observed 2014, Shanghai

Urban From World Habitat Day (first Monday of Oct -

October 5 Oct in 2026) to World Cities Day (31 Oct)

Previous year

Background:

2025 - 'People-centred smart cities', Bogota
(Colombia)

» UN system: UN-Habitat (UN Human Settlements
Programme) was set up in 1978, headquartered in

H6M6VENLWSLD Gl&eTwmall6sT smmBGErmL). hlemevwmest
eusTI&S @evss (g 11 (SDG 11) - "2 66L& & W,
uUmg|STLILITeT, GIh&LPSH MesT Cl&smesorL, Hlemevwmest
B&TMRIG6T . 'YHW BaFuyms SILLEITe' (New Urban
Agenda) 2016-6v &l GLTaN6V (M mLNGLL III)
gHSULLLE|. 'FIDbHS ST, FIDbHS eUTLDSHNS'
6TeoT GCILIMEI8 & (HLIGILIM(HEIT OKMTRISTI 2 6088
&6soTS L& 2010-60)(HH&! GILUMUILILLG|.
@Qb&HWs S LmseT: 'S mesTLd)(g) HSTms6T SHLLLD'
(Smart Cities Mission), '9ib(h&' (AMRUT - (8191517,
sle|B), 'WrsLof el pleusdls SILLD - BeFuymLD'
(PMAY-U) sy &lwiemen 2015 go9est 25 yesTm)
QB TLRISLILILL68T; GlUTMILIL] SHEMEFSHLD - LSS
eI (hleussd), BaFULM eNeUSTTHRIGET H6DLOEFFEHLD
(MoHUA). Guiri_ig epevid 100 &lmesTLd) () BT HIS6IT
CaihHols HesLILLL6T; SHLLE Smeu 2025 Tjs 31
euen T BLI9SSLILLLE).
SITFIWEVEMOLIL]: 74-246118| HTEFIWEVEnLOLIL|S
S(HHSHE FLLLID, 1992 B&FTLLM 2 6TemmLg
SIEMLDOLIL|8(6THE (&) HTEFIW6VenLIL S &GS
eULPrRISI WG| - LGS IX-A (2-mILiL&e6iT 243P-243ZG), 12-
S46UG| S L6Uen6sor (18 GILIM(H6iTas6T). 'CLITg LomesT
ei (heuss) 2 flemin’ 1948 2 6u& 631G 2 flemioLl
NigsLeTg&lest (UDHR) 2 miLiL) 25-@)\6v
@LLGLMM|ETETS).
o L uwev: coLGeor, Festmel6tT 6&65TEILPE (88
SLMBMTUIN6L emgeumss Biflemssaren i Cpme W
ool |2 WIITEDT LOM&TETITE 60T SH6m60HET; Ll6oT (Min)
SLOHMI6ST HenTUIleL 2 6T6MS|. @SIOUENT OKTHRISTIL
(2014, 2022), (HeummICeT (2017) Sy &\W Feor
H&IISETHLD 2608 [Hl&HLPEM6U [HL & WL|6ITEIT6DT.

Nairobi, Kenya. Sustainable Development Goal 11 (SDG
11) - 'inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable cities'. The
'‘New Urban Agenda' was adopted at Habitat III in Quito
in 2016. The general theme 'Better City, Better Life'
comes from the Shanghai World Expo 2010.

» Indian schemes: the Smart Cities Mission, AMRUT (water
supply, sewerage) and Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana -
Urban (PMAY-U) were launched on 25 June 2015; nodal
ministry - Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
(MoHUA). 100 smart cities were selected through a
competition; the mission was extended to 31 March
2025.

» Constitution: the 74th Constitutional Amendment Act,
1992 gave constitutional status to urban local bodies -
Part IX-A (Articles 243P-243ZG), 12th Schedule (18
subjects). The 'right to adequate housing' is in Article 25
of the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR).

» Geography: Fuzhou is the capital of Fujian province on
China's south-east coast facing the Taiwan Strait, on the
Min River. Shanghai (2014, 2022) and Guangzhou (2017)
are other Chinese cities that have hosted the global
observance.



SIPHT([H CISITLIL]: 2011 LE&ESHETOSHTENSHES
865018618 (H LN 6tTLILY SLONLDIBITL 96T HSTLOWILDTESLD
48.45% - Gluflw rbhlevmiserflev Wle iHls
H&IFLOWILDITETT LOMIHl6VLD. &MeEsTLON(E) HEs RIS 6T
SILLSH6L HLOIDBTL 19607 11 BeTHISG6T CaFeumueo:
ClgstTement, C&TWIDLISSTT, OGO,
SmeFymiiueef], Ggeuld, CeusTT, &EHSFTELT,

B (HIBeLGe6S), HTSSIS Gy, SBLUILT, FCrm().

2B TD: UN-Habitat 2am_g gipflefitiy (WCD 2026, o18. 2026); &)
eVLITY [ FlesTamesur, oi8. 15, 2026; g0.miT. Simesrd A/RES/68/239;
o9& E IS WIT (2608 HEHFEISET Hleorid); &) siyevorl @bSHWwm
(B8P SlwetmiflE Heymiser)

(32) 2em1_gaNwevmeriy LB mest
SDOMLISEHE S5
5 650TL6060TUIN65T6DID MW (LPL9.61| 55 (58
Q& mevsT(Hleu(pd FjeuGs & Hevrid -
Heu. 2

QEWwIsH): 261156 WEVTEITTE(6THE (8) 6T TTesT
(SDMEIS (6THE (&5 &600TL6860TUIN6EITERLO6M LI

(P68 &8 Clasmesor(hleu(mHLd &FeuGaHe Sleorld (IDEI)
B6w. 2, 2026 jeTM)| HevL LI Ng&sLLbHISDEI.

W GlestervCasmallest 2026 2 6v&L1 LIFLIL|6nITE
&(HLIGILIT(HET: 'F&HMISH 6086 LOITM|&H6TM 6T,
gevoTLenesTullesTemio Bl &Img) (Threats Evolve.
Impunity Endures.) - GumyLl u@glasrfley|b Cuimry
SI6V6VTS LGS Serflsy|Ld Lol (LD
SIFFM|SSH6VHE06T (LCTT6IT &IT8 (&SH6V861T

2 siTerflLLemev) @) &) SeustTLiLI(h&HSISME!.
WQleorevGaT SiyeyLiLilg 2024-2025-60 189
26a1L_g69W6EVT6TI&6T 618 MeVeVLILILL6DTT; @eumn)lev
&Ly 67% GuUTTL LGS&serflen; 6 GUTTL LGS &erflsv
50 Guy LGy mesTa:6mmsev Gl&:meV6VLILILL6oTI.
&6voTL6mesTUl6sTenL0 eSS0 86%- 8 2 WITHSHS! -
2012-60 W GleoTenVCaIT SemallL g

Qe TLRIE WS (HHS] (LPSH6V 2_IF6. [HEL. 2 S{65TM)
umiflerdlev 2 6irerm WjCl6sTENVCSHIT &H656V6MLOWISHSHE6V
BHEOLGILMILD 2 608 HBLPATEV H6M6VEHLD
@ws @ miflet 2026 MG GleusluLLILIHSIDE!.

Tamil Nadu link: as per Census 2011, Tamil Nadu's
urbanisation is 48.45% - the most urbanised among the
large States. Eleven Tamil Nadu cities were selected
under the Smart Cities Mission: Chennai, Coimbatore,
Madurai, Tiruchirappalli, Salem, Vellore, Thanjavur,
Tirunelveli, Thoothukudi, Tiruppur and Erode.

Source: UN-Habitat media advisory (WCD 2026, Oct 2026); The Star /
Xinhua, 15 Oct 2026; UN resolution A/RES/68/239; Wikipedia (World Cities
Day); The Current India (TN smart cities)

International Day to End Impunity for
Crimes against Journalists - 2 November

News: The International Day to End Impunity for Crimes
against Journalists (IDEI) is observed on 2 Nov 2026.
UNESCO's 2026 global campaign theme is 'Threats
Evolve. Impunity Endures.' - highlighting evolving
threats (including drone strikes) in conflict and non-
conflict settings. Per UNESCO, 189 journalists were killed
in 2024-2025; about 67% in conflict zones; 50 were killed
by drones across 6 war zones. The impunity rate rose to
86% - the first increase since UNESCO began measuring
in 2012. At a global event at UNESCO Headquarters in
Paris on 2 Nov, the Director-General's 2026 Report is
launched.



o, LimMiflenv (wjGlevTerv Gasim)

\

med
4

omed) - 2013 meu. 2 JiedTm| B(H NG F(EH &+
2ar_g a9l WeVMeTj&H6iT Gl&meVeVLILILL HT(H); W ClestervGasim
&6016V6MLOWISLD - LITIflery

Point

o,Paris (UNESCO)

Mali % ?qy
./ t )

Mali - where two French journalists were killed on 2 Nov 2013;
UNESCO HQ - Paris

DI TS

efleuryid

Cag oL 2 (4e8er(hlCSTMILD; (PSH6Y
SHenLLILigliL] 2014)

CsmmmLd o0.IBIT. GILIME|& FenLIS SHTLDMETTLD
A/RES/68/163 - 18 19&5. 2013

1hlemevTte 2013 m6u. 2 9yesTm) Lmedlugley

GlasmeveLLILILL LNGIT(6HE
oer_&69WL6VTETTSH6T &6t Gev6sT
(hGumsst, HlemmL GleurGevmsst

2026 UTLIL6D] ' 4FEM|SHSHE086IT LOTM)|&H6sTM60T;

&600TL6m60TUN60TEmLD [Bled&BIMG -
WGlesTervGasm

Srey 2024-25: 189 Guiy G\&meme6v; ~67% GUITFLI
LGS &srflev; 50 Guy LGymesTmey;
&60oTL6016TUSN63T6mILD 86%

20.[BIT. o6 &6 W66 LIMGISTLIL,

QEFWLSILLID  HetTLenesTuN6Tenlo (GMSHS 20.I6IT.
ClEFWELSILLID - 2012

LN edTevT6BDf1:

* YrFlwevsnoliLy: LSS flenss &SHHEITD @b
SITFWevenLILN6L SHesflwmss
GMLLiuLelevensy; 2 mitiy 19(1)(a) (Cu&s,
&(HSHIEF &SHHSTID) @6V 2 6TNLMRIE ST 2 F&
BETMLD aflems &g (CIFTELaw STULIT 6ULPSS),
1950). 2 M| 19(2) - @ 6mMWITEToTEnLD, LITSISTLIL,
ClUME) @Mk, BHIETD SeuFUL, Seugmml
(P&60IWI SITT6TOT RIS (6THESHTE '[HWITUILDITEDT
sLHLUThHS6T aN&l&Hs IS &S M.

Date 2 November (annual; first observed 2014)
Origin UNGA resolution A/RES/68/163 - 18 Dec 2013
Commemorates French journalists Ghislaine Dupont and

Claude Verlon, killed in Mali on 2 Nov 2013

2026 campaign  'Threats Evolve. Impunity Endures.' - UNESCO

Data 2024-25: 189 killed; ~67% in conflict zones; 50
by drones; impunity 86%
UN Plan UN Plan of Action on the Safety of Journalists
and the Issue of Impunity - 2012
Background:

 Constitution: press freedom is not separately mentioned
in the Indian Constitution; the Supreme Court read it into
Article 19(1)(a) (freedom of speech and expression)
(Romesh Thappar case, 1950). Article 19(2) permits
'reasonable restrictions' on grounds such as sovereignty,
security, public order, contempt of court and defamation.



o @B LSS flensss seyetTeFlev (PCI): (P&H6V
LSS flend L enestTSHSH 60T (1954, HEEHILIS 2I).6T6M0.
TrRmsSWwgasr) LflbglenrLilly 1965 &L L&S6T &L
1966 2096m6V 4 H6TTM)| SIEMDSHSLILILLG);
SI6UETHIEMEVE SHTeVSHSI6V (1976) Hem6evsasLILIL (),
'usSHflenss ey sTelev FLLLD, 1978'-@)\60T &L
LB6toT(HILD SIEMDSSHLILILLG). @& (h FLLLILLT6L,
SienT-H&H) HeMOLIL]; Hemeveurf L LiLlly euieClLIMm
o g& EHlwettm HH LS. 1867 LSS flens, LSHSHaL
ugle& FLLSSHIS G LHevns 'L S flemss, Li(Heu
@&LW&6T uFleys FLLLD, 2023' 6UHSHG.

» FTeuCH&LD: W CletTeVCEIT (1945, &6m6V6DLOWISLD
umiflen) 26rl &8 &FHHH TSNS 2618 &6 8 (&L 20.IHIT.
SI6oOLIL; 26Tl SHeTWevTsy C1&Ten6evsHemn6Ts:
&600TL9.85 5| §261G6I6UIT(TH EULEEMSULD
VTS M8 16E MG 2 081 LSS flenssd &&5bHH T
&leorid GLo 3 (W QleeTervCasm/&lsvevyGLom smGeoTm
aN(m&l). ‘2 vsll UGS Iflenss &HbHHTE GMILILenL'
Gleusuf(heug umfleneng CEiHE 'TeLEMEVSETMHM
ClEwidlwmerysssit' (RSF).

SLOPHIT[H) CIBTLITL: ClF65Ten6DT LOMEM6TTS &) 65T
P&V QFWISHSHSHT6T 'GILFmen gaflwiy' - 1785 8.
12 oieo7m)| FlEFTL @mesTervL 6T Cl&TLmIS6sTTIT; &
SIMINNLIL&(ETHESTEST HSSTTLILLTEU @)SLPTEH6 LD
@mbHsg!. 'S @bHa' 1878-6v GlgsTenssTuilev
CarLmslulLg); . &Lrwessflw gyuwiflesr
'&Cae155) 60T (1882) @ 51016V WHTEHI LITFH W
uessflwmmilestTiy.

U ST WGlesTevCaT @ emevorigemtd (IDEI 2026); eo.BIT.
@emeseTwSH 6D (end-impunity observance); @ evorigGasm.UN (UNESCO
BlsLey, 6. 2, 2026); &5.BIT. HyLomesTld A/RES/68/163; GloLymen
gaflwuy (eSS W)

 Press Council of India (PCI): set up on 4 July 1966 under

the 1965 Act on the recommendation of the First Press
Commission (1954, Justice G.S. Rajadhyaksha); dissolved
during the Emergency (1976) and re-established under
the Press Council Act, 1978. It is a statutory, quasi-judicial
body; its chairperson is by convention a retired Supreme
Court judge. The Press and Registration of Periodicals
Act, 2023 replaced the Press and Registration of Books
Act, 1867.

* International: UNESCO (1945, HQ Paris) is the UN agency

promoting press freedom; it condemns and tracks every
journalist killing. World Press Freedom Day is 3 May
(UNESCO/Guillermo Cano Prize). The 'World Press
Freedom Index' is published by Paris-based Reporters
Without Borders (RSF).

Tamil Nadu link: the first newspaper of Madras was the
'‘Madras Courier', started by Richard Johnston on 12 Oct
1785; it was also the official outlet for government
notifications. 'The Hindu' was founded in Madras in
1878; Mahakavi Bharathiyar worked at G. Subramania
Iyer's 'Swadesamitran' (1882).

Source: UNESCO website (IDEI 2026); UN observance page; Indico.UN
(UNESCO event, 2 Nov 2026); UN resolution A/RES/68/163; Madras
Courier (Wikipedia)



UL 2 geail / Photo credits (Wikimedia Commons):

QWS UL 2 (Heums &l weury 2 flolb  ,5MYLD

Item Photo Author Licence  Source

1 GUITM) (61T &).6T60T. {6TOTETOTITE |60V India Post, Government of India GODL- CN Annadurai.jpg
C.N. Annadurai, who renamed Madras State India
as Tamil Nadu

3 &6tTev o, (hH&6T - HLOPHTLLg6sT BITL () Sundar Public KanniGoats.jpg
GleusiTermL(h) @eoTLd domain
Kanni goats, a native goat breed of Tamil
Nadu

5 189410 BITMMMTesoT(h) geaNws 60 Lesflg Jan Van Ryne (1712-60); Publisher: Public Fort St. George, Chennai.jpg
somyen GamienL - @esTm) SLOLPHT(H Robert Sayer domain
HEDEVEOLF GClFWeVs LD
Fort St George in an 18th-century engraving -
today the Tamil Nadu Secretariat

8 CuCasml(hHalsy smellifl eumi, SFHILST  Sugan Raj S CCBY-SA  River Cauvery in Mekadatu,
River Cauvery at Mekedatu, Karnataka 4.0 Karnataka.jpg

9 Gamy &mev CleuestTaey BLITRI Flensy Richard Mortel from Riyadh, Saudi CCBY 2.0 Nataraja, Chola period bronze, 11th
(11eb mIrMHTessT(H)), TS Arabia century, Government Museum,
SIHAISTLEWSLD, ClaesTenest Chennai.jpg
Chola bronze Nataraja (11th century),
Government Museum, Chennai

11 (pemu GGy Fuileéy Aswin Krishna Poyil CCBY-SA  Mumbai Line 1 metro rake.jpg
Mumbai Metro train 4.0

13 efgmerr Q&FsmaT, ClUMSeEH(H - HFHTLE  Moheen Reeyad CCBY-SA Vidhana Soudha, front (01).jpg
FLLLDESTMLD 4.0
Vidhana Soudha, Bengaluru - seat of
Karnataka legislature

15 soliLmenfledt ES aflmiseiTOl 6T i Gouss Gzzz CCBY-SA  Shinkansen E5.jpg
Tufev 4.0
Japan's E5 Series Shinkansen bullet train

17 T (&6voTL, BT&ls - Camemeuif] K.Venkataramana CCo Ramkund,nashik (2).jpg
QbOOBISEDIT
Ramkund on the Godavari, Nashik

24 S Uireurd s, GUTTL spruilen, Z thomas CC BY-SA  Aapravasi Ghat 2019-09-27 (2).jpg
Qurflaglwen (WClesTenGasm 2 8Ll 4.0
umyouflwg eresrid)
Aapravasi Ghat, Port Louis, Mauritius
(UNESCO World Heritage Site)

27 Fegwmedler CUTCT susma 2is50) MuWHUCTepCcTBO 060POHBI CCBY 4.0 K-552 at Northern fleet.jpg
BIepLp&ls sLiLey Poccuiickoit ®enepaumu
Russian Borei-class nuclear submarine

29 B, Qammenrgsiren aNessraeold sT(hss NASA / Johns Hopkins University Public Nh-pluto-in-true-color 2x.jpg
LesthLGLIT LILLD (BmeFm) Applied Physics Laboratory / domain
Pluto imaged by NASA's New Horizons Southwest Research

30 QFeueumLg: CameT eNl6tuTa60 'LY6mme: NASA Public MarsMeteorite-NWA7034-
Mupl g’ (NWA 7034) domain 716969main black beauty full.jpg

Martian meteorite 'Black Beauty' (NWA 7034)

SUEDTLILMISET: @HEHIW 6Tevemev - @b [Hl6v Siememens; &lenm (Survey of India) GleueN&CamLigetTLIg (datameet); OTIHl6L / LOTEULL
6T6LEM6VE6TT - GADM. Maps: India outline as per Survey of India (datameet); State / district lines - GADM.
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EE) GSLV-F18 epeuid NVS-03 suflsmL (h& Olewmens s Gasmer
CleummMayms sjeuliLlLg| - NavIC Ggemeu 6L L& (8, 6u6ey]

GSLV-F18 ewpsvid NVS-03 Gleumml&yomss ejeuLiLilLg)|

GSLV-F18 SUCCESSFULLY LAUNCHES NVS-03

W 20-gy6u5] GSLV LiliewoTid

gl 20th GSLV mission lifted off from Sriharikota on 30 October

NavIC
2 6MBTL() 165018 Hig&sMyD; L1, L5, S
B <iemsveuflens suflsmiLey GFemeu

§ Indigenous atomic clock with L1, LS and S-band navigation
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NVS-03 - 1(h&S Sevsv(psnm NVS auflensulilest
B 3-au6ug) QFwnHens:sGamerT; gaygsv @ ey 11:51 (IST)

G NVS-03- 3rd next-generation NVS satellite; lift-off 11:51 pm IST e 348. 30 @IJG!.] wbanflGamLreailsy @) (b 20-2ueugI
GSLV uuwiesstin

Cxailsv Hlensstailey Glamsas [ EXAM RECALL

J
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@envCrmallest GSLV-F18 pma0lsL, LThamflCaTLLT &% Heumest aflesorolsuerf] enLowighseor

@ retoTLITeUS] 676 & 61860 (HHg 2026 i&GLTUIT 30 Si6oTm @ ey 11:51 wessflé @, (IST) eFeuliuil (),
NVS-03 suflsrl (h& tlswmenssCameners SILLOILL Lal &Hlensga @ enLmmm|&F
&HmILuTengullsv (GTO) Gleummla s HlemsvblmISSH WG| @& GSLV-@)est 20-946118] LILIGTTLD.
3IH&s Hevevpemnm NVS auflengulesr 3-eoug| CFwWMenssHGasmemmesT NVS-03, 2 6THTL(H) 3i650)| 5
&L &HTISSIL65T CleuefluNed(hHb&] eUTMRISLILILL {6008 Hlg&HTIRISEN6TWLD 68 messT(heTers);
gHol&eTGeU 2 6iTe L5, S Biemeveuiflengd L0860 (6h&s (STHL 6T LS ST L1 &L1& 60 (6hemIW|LD
6ULPMRI(GLD. HHMILILITENSEDW 2 WTHGHILD (P&H6V @UISEHLD 8. 31 6oTM)| GlFWIWILILILL &); @)&60TT6V
NavIC-8&& CaHeneuwmenT §enMhHLLFE O1FWLMeN&HECHTETEHET Hl6hL55|6T6m6uT 6T6sTm]| @evGrm
HemeveUly el. BT TTWesoTeT FamMWGTeHE GlFWIS &6T 65 lalsdHeTment.

(PEHHE WS 5861608 6T

67656V 30 248. 2026, @6 11:51 (IST) - @FETOTLITELG)| 661 S6ITLD, &F&H61% & 60T
eflesorCl6u6r] emowid, LTHamAGaTLLT (S bhSH T LNFEsHELD)

gmE0\sL GSLV-F18 - GSLV-@)6tT 20-4,6118| LILIEBTLD; 2 WIFLD &Ly 50 LB, eTemL & Loy
420 LetT; 3 (5l6m6uss6iT (5139 + 4 LAOH e 26ng8) 861, GLAOHT,
&lenrGuimbigmesfles CUST5)

QlFwMHen s &G msiT NVS-03 - 9|(h55 SHemevWenm NVS suflenguisy 3-94618; &F6mL0 ST
2,250 &lGeurr

SOMILILITENS GTO (&ILLLb: 170 &).15 x 37,023 &).16, &mule] 20.75°); Nevreoriy Ljed)

@&HHnF6 & FHMILILITNSS S (GSO) 2 wiFHSLILIHID



&1 8 60 (6F 5 61T H&w L1 + L5 + S geneveuiflens; 2 6THTL(H a8 ST +
GUMTTRIGLILILL. D|650)|8 85198 ITIJThl&6IT

Gaemeull LIFLILY @mb&Iw HleoILFLILILD Bi&68T eTeVenevulled)(HH&) &My 1,500 &).L6
6UERTL|LD
NavIC hlemev a79emev 2026 HleveuryLiLilg IRNSS-1B, IRNSS-11, NVS-01 erest 3 oL (HIGLo

QusagHlev; Hevll Hlemev AMBNIGHEGS BGHDDHSS! 4 CHemeu

Nesrevrevof]l - NavIC, GSLV

NavIC (IRNSS - @bHlwls NFmhH W euflam(he QFwmenssGasmsT eniliL]): 2006-@)6v
RULS6; (PSH6VL O1FWMensEGamsiT IRNSS-1A 2013 e996em6v 1 y6sTm| PSLV-C22 epevid
geuLILILL &). eulgausnloLiL] - 7 blEwmenssCamerss: 3 Lallblenev (32.5°E, 83°E, 131.5°E) + 4
Fgrnhs L6l s dHlengeay (55°E, 111.75°E).

368 HlY&ETTEF Fl&860: 2016-@)60 IRNSS-1A-@)\60T ep6tTM)| (HLINGUILD H6T0)|& 8L9.&ITIT IS ETHLD
QFWwedLH&6uT. LLTMMTE Hew)|LILNW IRNSS-TH, 2017 gi8. 31 Si6oTm)| PSLV-C39 GleuliLg SHeugid
NAWTSSTEL SFHMILILITENSHEDW! S{6MLILITN6V6M6V.

NVS-01: 2023 G 29 gyestm)| GSLV-F12 ep6uld eFeuliLIl L&) - 2 6THITL(h Hemm)|8 Slg&H LD GlamesorL
P&6v NavIC GlFwmenss&CameT (IRNSS-1G-8 (&, mmm)).

NVS-02: 2025 goeur. 29 Sy6Tm| GSLV-F15 epevid greuillLg] - LThamflCasmlLmeled) (hbg)
@enGrmallest 100-946115] 6761 5H6V. 861010 GesTMM) 6UTEV6&H6T SHMESTHSTEL 2 flwl
SFOHMILLTeNSSE 2 WSS (Plyweallsusnsv. NVS-03 2 L st NavIC suiflemauiley @& 12-4618)
ClewmenssGasmeT (IRNSS-1A (p&6v 11 eusmiy 9 + NVS-01, 02, 03).

GSLV (MK II): epestm) Hlemev Tma6lssL; epesTmTDd Hlemev 2 6THTL(H8 SHlemrGwimblmesila Hlemsv
(Breu smamLrenest + &lieu oy,86m01e065T); GTO-8 (& &My 2,250 &GV &L08& G SHM6dT. &
TenL&(& LVYM3 LwesTuhl&Sms).

2 608 UPIBTL(H SieMmLIL&6T: GPS (S1Cifl&ssm), GLONASS (Feikwim), &601681Cwim (3Crmiifw
eesTMIWILD), QUUIGCLT (FeoT) - 2 sv&emmallweney; NavIC (@mb&Hlwim), QZSS (Liumest) - LNFTHSIW
HEMLOLIL|SH6TT.

SPHIT[H CSTLIL: SULPHT(H C&TLFL: GSLV-@letT HlemnrGumtlemesils @wibs b (CE-7.5)

& (H6IHeLEUES) meUL LD WE&EBHETHflulev 2 siTer @eErT 2 Hgialleng sustragSlsv (IPRC)
CamdlasliLbh&Imgl; GSLV-@\etr @ ressTLmLD Hlemev (GS2), L40 LIS s 26188 hleneus ehd HmIGs
R(HEISlemetaTs s LILI(H&lesTmet. (eFeygemwmest LIEamlGasTLLT BB L LNTCHFSHSH 6L 2 6T6Ig).)
YSTILD: @eVGTT - GSLV-F18/NVS-03 LiwiesoTL] Li&&LD, Liievors 6n&Gui(bl (27-28 2y8%. 2026); @ibSw 196 bliuyev (30
918, 2026); evLmievervL (31 9y&. 2026); eflg &1L igwir (NavIC, NVS-02, @lerv Gy 2_ k& /eilens 6u6mnssLD)

GSLV-F18 successfully launches NVS-03 navigation satellite - a boost to
restoring NavIC

News
ISRO's GSLV-F18 lifted off from the Second Launch Pad of Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota, at

1

1:51 pm IST on 30 October 2026 and successfully placed the NVS-03 navigation satellite in the intended

Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO). It was the 20th flight of the GSLV. NVS-03, the third satellite of the
next-generation NVS series, carries an indigenous atomic clock along with procured atomic clocks and

a

dds the L1 signal to the existing L5 and S-band signals. The first orbit-raising burn was carried out on

31 October; ISRO Chairman V. Narayanan was reported as saying that NavIC now has the minimum
number of satellites needed to restore its services.

Key facts

Launch 30 Oct 2026, 11:51 pm IST - Second Launch Pad, Satish Dhawan Space Centre,
Sriharikota (Andhra Pradesh)



Rocket GSLV-F18 - 20th flight of GSLV; about 50 m tall, about 420 t at lift-off; 3 stages

(5139 + 4 L40H strap-ons, GL40HT, cryogenic CUS15)

Satellite NVS-03 - 3rd of the next-generation NVS series; payload about 2,250 kg

Orbit GTO (planned 170 km x 37,023 km, inclination 20.75°); to be raised to
geosynchronous orbit (GSO)

Signals New L1 + L5 + S-band; indigenous atomic clock + procured atomic clocks

Coverage Indian landmass and about 1,500 km beyond its boundary

NavIC status As of July 2026 only 3 satellites (IRNSS-1B, IRNSS-11, NVS-01) were working; at

least 4 are needed for standalone positioning

Background - NavIC and GSLV

NavIC (IRNSS - Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System): approved in 2006; first satellite IRNSS-1A
launched on 1 July 2013 by PSLV-C22. Design - 7 satellites: 3 geostationary (32.5°E, 83°E, 131.5°E) + 4
inclined geosynchronous (55°E, 111.75°E).

Atomic-clock problem: all three rubidium atomic clocks of IRNSS-1A failed in 2016. Its replacement
IRNSS-1H did not reach orbit on 31 Aug 2017 because the heat shield of PSLV-C39 failed to separate.
NVS-01: launched on 29 May 2023 by GSLV-F12 - the first NavIC satellite with an indigenous atomic
clock (replaced IRNSS-1G).

NVS-02: launched on 29 Jan 2025 by GSLV-F15 - ISRO's 100th launch from Sriharikota. Its oxidiser
valves did not open, so it could not be raised to its orbit. With NVS-03, the NavIC series has 12
satellites (IRNSS-1A to 11 = 9, plus NVS-01, 02, 03).

GSLV (Mk II): a three-stage rocket whose third stage is an indigenous cryogenic stage (liquid hydrogen
+ liquid oxygen); can carry about 2,250 kg to GTO. Heavier satellites go on LVM3.

Navigation systems of the world: GPS (USA), GLONASS (Russia), Galileo (European Union), BeiDou
(China) - global; NavIC (India), QZSS (Japan) - regional.

Tamil Nadu link: Tamil Nadu link: GSLV's cryogenic engine (CE-7.5) is tested at the ISRO Propulsion
Complex (IPRC), Mahendragiri, Tirunelveli district; GSLV's second stage (GS2) and L40 strap-on stages are
also integrated there. (The launch site, Sriharikota, is in Andhra Pradesh.)

Source: ISRO - GSLV-F18/NVS-03 mission page and mission brochure (27-28 Oct 2026); India TV News (30 Oct 2026); Starlust
(31 Oct 2026); Wikipedia (NavIC, NVS-02, ISRO Propulsion Complex)
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EL) af\ormesTLiLIEn L UN6ST 29-24,618] &HEMTLISIWIITE 6] Fooll LOMTTEL$:6V
A&CHTa S &g ClummILIGLML] (318. 31, 2026)

elomesTLILIem L udl6sT 29-94,6118] H6mLH)

29TH CHIEF OF THE INDIAN AIR FORCE

ugseNGuiby

67 Fdoll LMTaO%6Y J&HEHTaN S F 5 29-91,6u5]
| CAS-gusL1 GlummiGummmy

*  Air Chief Marshal Ashutosh Dixit assumed charge as the 29th CAS

o SEIUeUD
© Gumiy eNwneorl) Nfley: 3,500-8 (g0 GubulL
umnsﬁ Gyl UMSELD SgRILIeUD

®  Fighter stream officer with over 3,500 flying hours
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17 Fooll LOMTOLEV &CHTOH SLFIS, @b elmesTLiLienLuNesT 29-2y618| SHerulwims (Chief of
the Air Staff - CAS) 2026 &GLTUIT 31 y6tTm) LGISH6v6dluNev GlLmmLiIGLIMMITE. HT6oT(S,
SHFTLISHMISETHE &L GLosvmest Lisssfles @)L LN6tT spuleyClLmMm 6] Fooll LOMTOk6V 6.L9). (o LNiFs)
FmELIO (B Si6uF GlurmILienL HMTT; @bH& HIWLDETSHNS LSS HTE 8. 6 S{60TM)
SIMaNG&g). 1986 wwawuiflev Gumy aflwmesrll Niflallev Lisssluiley C&FHE 26U, @ Gleuenir

N TETLILIENLE §I60650T8 SHemLSHwmsa D (VCAS), SI15M&) (PesT ' FH&TT HLeUlgsHem s uleTCLITS)
6(IHMISl6m6T0THS LIMGISTLL L Lessflwimery eneveurmaea]|w (CISC) uessflwummmlestmiy.

SIS SsLILLL 42 Gumy ellwmestil LenL L1 fleyshe G L udlevms 29 WL (HGw 2 _eTer
Blemevuilev @eury ClummILICUMMIETETT.

(PEHHEWS 5861608 61T

H&Hw semuh 6J1] Foolll LOMTOKEV SI&FCHToIH SLHG - 29-94 01| CAS; 31 248. 2026,
LgIgleved

(Lp6BTEBTEUIT 6J1] Foolll LOMTOKEV 6].L9). FIrhi - 28-24615| CAS (30 GlgLl. 2024 - 31 248. 2026)

uessfluilev CeimbsgI Gurmy eSlwmests N6y, 6 19&. 1986; CaFlwils LGS TLIL &Ll (NDA)

(LPEBT6BTITSIT LoMmesoTeuf; LNMLUIL 9 19&. 1966, 608 GeoTIT

LM & (GLD SenILIaILD 3,500-85b GmuLlL wewsfl GByLd, 20-8 @)W CLHULL aTNLDTEST 6Uen & 86T
(LBlFmgn-2000, & eUen&: &6, MG 6UH, &lyeser, IL-78, amms, GeHe);
Gargemest aflomesfl, &@&SH LMD LUME G LIUNHMIBT

(Wwhengw Lgeailaeir VCAS (s99eme6v 2026 (p&6v); CISC (¢(HhidleneThg LIS mLIL|LI
LessflWImeT &6m6V6enoWISLD); &SI 691OTEsTE HLLENETIISHS &H606V6LT
(AOC-in-C); glemestrs; &emLig (DCAS)



el(m&186iT PVSM, AVSM, VM, VSM

L8698 8meVLd 3 6BoT(H &6 SI6V6VG| 62 EUWIG| - 678 (P&H6916L UHEMESHT; 31 198. 2028
eUEDIT

Netrevrevsil - @b &Hlwi elomesTLILIEDL

+ @B ellmesTiLenL 1932 H&CLTUT 8 Si6Tm) CISTLRISILLLS] (SIHBT6T 'aflomesTLiLienL
BIT6T'). 1945-@\60 'Tmwiev’ emLGIMLl CaFasLILLLE; 1950 6vr. 26 QyesTm)| HHSLUILLLSI.
GM&ECHTET eUTFSLD: 'L eVLIFFLD HLISLD' (LH6US Hems, 11-Y LD HSSWITWILD).

o N (Hem6VE G LI LN6IT (LPSH6L HEMLIS) 6] LOMTOK6V &I HITLOEV 6TEVLDAMITOVL; (LP&H6V @HEHWIS
&erug) 1) rFagev &UFGCsT (el (1 gL, 1954). 1965 Guimflév aflmesTLLIsHLemW
euLfIBLSSH W SiFegest Flmi L (HGW '@b&Hlw eSlwmeTliLenL TFawey (Wbl BLESS T LS,
2002).

o (PULDLSET6T 2 558 H6MLS) (§l4WTES SHD6VEUT. LIEDLS S6MLS&Hen6T &HSHIW
SiemgaTeneuuiles Hlwioesrs & (W (ACC) CaTHo\SHE&SHIMS).

s BLLEDOTWSMISET: 5 GlFWeLLTL(H& SLLen6TSMHISG6T - Com () (L&ISH6v60), Hlps &
(eflsveurra), WSS W (NTWMETTed), CHHE (HlheuaThsUTD), CFaTCMNE (HMHSHET); 2
Qeweouml(h) SLET6E SLLEM6ETWSMmIS6T - LILNMHE (GlLmigesth(m), LFTFILIL (BT&LLT).

* S6ETOTENLDG HETLS &6 26-46118| U T.Ca.6160. LIGIGeTHlwm (2019-21), 27-46u8| 6.4 1.
ClFersmifl (2021-24), 28-16u5) 6.19). i (2024-26), 29-96u8| HFCHToH HLEF& (2026 (LPSH6V).

+ FOUMEL&6T: ey H&S&LILILL 42 Uy elwmestLl LismL LS fleygserflsv 29 L (HGEL 2 eiTermsoT;
Gomev Mk1A eNHCWITES STOSLD; 5- b Hemev(enm AMCA, Ca g Mk2 @)6Ten)|D LISV
24600T(H &6 Gl & Mem6evailev; (LPLILIEDL 6(HEISen6ttThS &L Len6TILSRIST (theaterisation).

SIPHIT[H CSTLIL: SWVLHT(H CSTLIL: CHmen GUTy elmeaTsSlet CSTLES, (P QUISHSS

&&&\& gmerm)| (I0C, FOC) usttflseneT BHlemme| GClglsugley HL&g LmgsTmmlestmy. GgHeen

LenLLILNifleysemmest eTesor 45 'soLienemuiim GLaFen' (2018 (Lp&6v), 6T6voT 18 'sollem6ITuilmI LjsusuL 6N’

(27 G 2020 (W &H6v, FOC GoHe) L &EW @ FessT(Hb CaTWLSHTT SH(HES 2_6T6T (FsVITT

el mesTLLIenL Hlenevwi s 6V @)W EeesTm6or.

YBTILD: LITGSBITLIL| SNDFFHLD — {16V QUBSNI 6uTGleoTed)F GIFIL) (6 918%. 2026); G886t Sl mevfle b6 (6 245.

2026); &) Lifliuyeer, L1&Flsotarv eruLmevorLijL, &) 658 (31 5. 2026); &) GudlesrL (Go 2020 - ey GoHgoe1v)

Air Chief Marshal Ashutosh Dixit takes charge as the 29th Chief of the Air Staff
(31 Oct 2026)

News

Air Chief Marshal Ashutosh Dixit took charge as the 29th Chief of the Air Staff (CAS) of the Indian Air
Force in New Delhi on 31 October 2026. He succeeded Air Chief Marshal A.P. (Amar Preet) Singh, who
retired after more than four decades of service; the Union Government had announced the appointment
on 6 October. Commissioned into the fighter stream in December 1986, he was serving as Vice Chief of
the Air Staff (VCAS) and earlier, during Operation Sindoor, as Chief of Integrated Defence Staff (CISC). He
takes over at a time when the IAF has 29 fighter squadrons against a sanctioned 42.

Key facts
New chief Air Chief Marshal Ashutosh Dixit - 29th CAS; 31 Oct 2026, New Delhi
Predecessor Air Chief Marshal A.P. Singh - 28th CAS (30 Sep 2024 - 31 Oct 2026)
Commissioned Fighter stream, 6 Dec 1986; alumnus of the National Defence Academy (NDA);

born 9 Dec 1966, Lucknow



Flying Over 3,500 hours on 20+ aircraft types (Mirage-2000, MiG variants, Jaguar,
Kiran, IL-78, Hawk, Tejas); Experimental Test Pilot and Qualified Flying

Instructor

Earlier posts VCAS (from July 2026); CISC (HQ Integrated Defence Staff); AOC-in-C, Central
Air Command; Deputy Chief of the Air Staff (DCAS)

Awards PVSM, AVSM, VM, VSM

Tenure 3 years or age 62, whichever is earlier; up to 31 Dec 2028

Background - Indian Air Force

« The Indian Air Force was formed on 8 October 1932 (observed as Air Force Day). The prefix 'Royal’ was
added in 1945 and dropped on 26 Jan 1950. Motto: ‘Nabha Sparsham Deeptam' (Bhagavad Gita,
Chapter 11).

« First chief after Independence: Air Marshal Sir Thomas Elmhirst; first Indian chief: Air Marshal Subroto
Mukerjee (1 Apr 1954). Arjan Singh, who led the IAF in the 1965 war, is the only 'Marshal of the Indian
Air Force' (five-star rank, 2002).

« The President is the Supreme Commander of the armed forces. Service chiefs are selected by the
Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC).

« Commands: 5 operational - Western (New Delhi), Eastern (Shillong), Central (Prayagraj), Southern
(Thiruvananthapuram), South Western (Gandhinagar); 2 functional - Training (Bengaluru),
Maintenance (Nagpur).

« Recent chiefs: 26th R.K.S. Bhadauria (2019-21), 27th V.R. Chaudhari (2021-24), 28th A.P. Singh (2024-
26), 29th Ashutosh Dixit (from 2026).

« Challenges: only 29 of the sanctioned 42 fighter squadrons; delays in Tejas Mk1A deliveries; fifth-
generation AMCA and Tejas MKk2 still years away; theaterisation (integrated tri-service commands).

Tamil Nadu link: Tamil Nadu link: Dixit helped complete the IOC and FOC (initial and final operational

clearance) work for the Tejas fighter. Both Tejas squadrons - No. 45 'Flying Daggers' (from 2018) and No.

18 'Flying Bullets' (from 27 May 2020, with FOC Tejas) - operate from Air Force Station Sulur, near

Coimbatore.

Source: Ministry of Defence via All India Radio News (6 Oct 2026); Deccan Chronicle (6 Oct 2026); The Tribune, Business
Standard, The Week (31 Oct 2026); The Quint (May 2020 - Sulur Tejas)



