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Flood water gushes down Thalaiyar (Rat Tail) Falls, Tamil Nadu's
highest waterfall

Tamil Nadu - 25 October 2026 - https://www.shanmugamiasacademy.in/current-affairs-english/2026/10/25

gsmsuu.lrrg]j S1(mHedluilev GleuemerLIGILI(H 5 (S

Flood Surge at Th ar FaEIs

HEREUILIT 5\5’1 il waioT(f o S50 WmeuLLiD, Lypesfl )
i LG 6} S SO S| STETTE).
4 Thalalyar F-II: Is in the Palanl Hills of Dindigul district.
T
ﬂ..“' e j
B! Rat Tail Falls ersinmy b SienpastLGEDE. |
it Is alzo known as Rat Tall Falis,
vy
- L dd
E'- a J
SETTLOSID WG ﬁﬂﬂj a{@&ﬂ Ln;]:mun ummpﬁn&@u 3
u@@a& oo ey Gleueamen Syumuno syflew,
Heavy rain ralses flash-flocd risk in falls and valley zones.
o
@gl'w.ll.'.l urL: yeafluflwso 3
Exam subject: Geography
&"- ‘-h_ 2 ,I' . 5 3
@a’uﬂm Glerme: gemeuwimy | Rat Tail Falls Al : g g
Keyword: Thalakyar / Rat Takl Falls . o
Cxiailsu flanemeilsy Glamemns
""‘ p semeuwimm) | Rat Tail Falls

SHANMUGAM IAS ACADEMY | 9994146662 | UPSC » TNPSC » 55C = RAILWAY

News

After the north-east monsoon set in on 15 Oct 2026 (IMD), heavy rain in the Palani Hills has sent flood
water gushing down Thalaiyar Falls in Dindigul district - Tamil Nadu's highest waterfall. Dropping about
297 m (975 ft), the falls can be seen from the Dum Dum Rock viewpoint on the Batlagundu-Kodaikanal
ghat road; there is no road to the falls themselves.

Key facts

Falls Thalaiyar Falls - 'Rat Tail Falls'

Height About 297 m (975 ft) - highest in Tamil Nadu

Location Palani Hills, Dindigul district (Western Ghats)

River Manijalar - tributary of the Vaigai; Manjalar Dam downstream
(Devadanapatti, Theni district)

Viewpoint Dum Dum Rock - Batlagundu-Kodaikanal ghat road

Cause North-east monsoon - set in 15 Oct 2026 (IMD)
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Background

« Geography: the Palani Hills are an eastward spur of the Western Ghats; Kodaikanal here is called the
'Princess of Hill Stations'. Silver Cascade and Bear Shola falls are in the same area.

« River: water from Thalaiyar flows on as the Manjalar, a tributary of the Vaigai. Other Vaigai tributaries
include the Suruliyar, Varahanadhi and Mullaiyar. The Vaigai flows past Madurai to the
Ramanathapuram Big Tank.

« Climate: Tamil Nadu gets the bulk of its annual rain from the north-east monsoon (Oct-Dec); during
the south-west monsoon it lies largely in the rain-shadow of the Western Ghats.

Tamil Nadu link: Courtallam - Chittar river, Tenkasi ('Spa of the South'); Hogenakkal - Kaveri,

Dharmapuri; Suruli and Kumbakkarai - Theni; Agaya Gangai - Kolli Hills (Namakkal); Kiliyur - Yercaud
(Salem); Catherine - Kotagiri (Nilgiris); Monkey Falls - Aliyar (Coimbatore).
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