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Discuss the significance of the Keeladi excavations in establishing the antiquity of Tamil civilisation.
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In English

Key facts
o Location: Keeladi, Sivaganga district, about 12 km south-east of Madurai, on the banks of the Vaigai.

e Phases: 1 (2015) and 2 (2016) by the ASI under Superintending Archaeologist K. Amarnath Ramakrishna; 3 (2017)
by the ASI under P.S. Sriraman ("no significant findings"). After directions of the Madurai Bench of the Madras High
Court, the Tamil Nadu State Department of Archaeology took over from phase 4 (2017-18 / 2018). Phase 10
inaugurated 18.06.2024; phase 11 began 18.03.2026 (brick structures, terracotta pipeline, closed drain, dyeing
vats, 1,300+ artefacts).

o State report (2019): "Keeladi — An Urban Settlement of Sangam Age on the Banks of River Vaigai", TN Department
of Archaeology, first edition 2019 (Publication No. 302), released September 2019.

o Dating: six samples from the 2018 season sent to Beta Analytic, Miami (AMS); sample at 353 cm depth (YP7/4) —
580 BCE. Cultural deposits 6th century BCE — 1st century CE (earlier thought to be 3rd century BCE).

o Tamil-Brahmi: 56 inscribed potsherds from the State excavation; pushed back from the 5th to the 6th century BCE;
scratched by owners after firing — evidence of literacy; many carry personal names. Graffiti sherds: 1,001 — seen in
the report as a link between the Indus script and Brahmi; undeciphered.

o Structures and finds: brick wall, ring wells, roof tiles; 5,820 antiquities in the 2018 season — gold ornaments, copper
and iron objects, terracotta gamesmen, spindle whorls, glass and semi-precious beads; black-and-red, black,
black-polished, red, rouletted and Arretine ware (Roman trade). Of 70 animal samples about 53% are 0x, cow,
buffalo and goat — an agrarian society.

« No objects of worship found so far (report). A "second urbanisation” in the Vaigai plains in the 6th century BCE (the
first being the Indus Valley).

o ASI report: Amarnath Ramakrishna's 982-page report on the first two phases submitted in January 2023; in May
2025 the ASI sought revisions and questioned his three-period chronology (8th—5th century BCE, 5th—1st century
BCE, 1st century BCE—3rd century CE); he stood by it.

o Keeladi museum: opened 05.03.2023 by Chief Minister M.K. Stalin; about ¥18.43 crore; Chettinad style; excavated
artefacts, VR displays.

o Value-add: literary evidence - scientific evidence (Sangam texts such as Maduraikanchi describe urban life);
judge Keeladi on five tests — literacy, urbanism, industry, trade, secular character.
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