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Examine Tamil Nadu's position on Karnataka's Mekedatu reservoir project in the light of Article 262, the Cauvery
Water Disputes Tribunal's final award (2007) and the Supreme Court judgment (2018). Assess the effectiveness of
the Cauvery Water Management Authority in implementing the Cauvery water-sharing award.
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In English

Key facts

Article 262: Parliament may by law provide for adjudication of inter-State river water disputes and may bar the
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court and other courts.

ISRWD Act, 1956: s.4 tribunal within one year of a request; s.5 report in 3 years (+2); s.6(1) gazetted decision final
and binding; s.6(2) same force as an order or decree of the Supreme Court (Act 14 of 2002); s.6A implementation
scheme (inserted 1980); s.11 bar of jurisdiction. SC 09.12.2016: Article 136 appeals against an award are
maintainable.

ISRWD (Amendment) Bill, 2019 — passed Lok Sabha 31.07.2019: a single standing tribunal with benches;
Disputes Resolution Committee (1 year + 6 months); tribunal 2 years (+1); scheme mandatory; national river-basin
data bank.

Timeline: 1892 and 1924 Madras—Mysore agreements (some clauses of the 1924 agreement open to review after
50 years, i.e. 1974 — whether it survived is the core of the dispute); Cauvery Water Disputes Tribunal notified
02.06.1990; interim order June 1991 — 205 TMC; final award 05.02.2007 — 740 TMC: TN 419, Karnataka 270,
Kerala 30, Puducherry 7; notified 2013.

SC 16.02.2018 (Dipak Misra CJ, Amitava Roy, A.M. Khanwilkar JJ): TN 404.25, Karnataka 284.75 (+14.75 = 10 for
TN groundwater + 4.75 Bengaluru drinking water); Kerala and Puducherry unchanged; 177.25 TMC at Biligundlu;
valid for 15 years; inter-State rivers are national assets; drinking water gets priority.

Cauvery Water Management Scheme, 2018 (s.6A, June 2018): CWMA (chair, 8 members — 2 full-time, 2 part-time,
4 State representatives — and a secretary) and CWRC (daily data of 8 reservoirs incl. Mettur; meets every 10 days
in the June—October monsoon period). Normal-year Biligundlu schedule (TMC): June 9.19, July 31.24, Aug 45.95,
Sep 36.76, Oct 20.22, Nov 13.78, Dec 7.35, Jan 2.76, Feb—May 2.5 each = 177.25 (Lok Sabha USQ 1901,
14.12.2023); shares "proportionately reduced" in a distress year.

Mekedatu: near the Cauvery—Arkavathi confluence, Kanakapura taluk, Bengaluru South district; 67.16 TMC; 4.75
TMC for Bengaluru; 400 MW; about 5,000 ha submerged, mostly forest. CWC permitted DPR preparation in 2018;
earlier DPR returned; revised DPR submitted to the Centre in 2026.

SC 13.11.2025 (CJI B.R. Gavai, K. Vinod Chandran, N.V. Anjaria JJ): TN's pleas "premature"; CWC only permitted
DPR preparation; prior approval of the CWMA and CWRC is a prerequisite; TN may challenge an approved DPR;
Karnataka risks contempt if it fails to release water. Earlier, 25.08.2023: SC left distress-year issues to the expert
bodies.

31.10.2026 (Mandya): Karnataka CM — 2,500 acres of alternative land (incl. forest) identified for the Forest
Department; only about 500 acres of farmers' land; details to be uploaded to the forest-clearance portal.

TN position: CM letter 940/CM0O/2021 (04.07.2021) — 67.16 TMC not justified for 4.75 TMC; the reservoir would
impound "uncontrolled" flows (Kabini sub-basin, catchment below KRS, Simsha, Arkavathy, Suvarnavathy) that
form part of Karnataka's delivery. Unanimous Assembly resolutions 06.12.2018 (special session) and 21.03.2022.
Mettur (Stanley Reservoir): completed 1934; FRL 120 ft; customary 12 June opening for kuruvai, then samba;
opened only on 01.09.2026 (=81 days late) after poor rain in the basin. June—September schedule 123.14 TMC =
69% of the annual release.

Value-add terms: lower-riparian rights, equitable apportionment, basin-level management, distress-sharing formula,
cooperative federalism.

SIFSTrLIL ey Sy, ST EISe6T

wrilekisessdaulorea BHBETS sErTmiser #Lib, 1956 — Hirssnsepler w 2o (bSHw B <y, Seworuib —
siflarriyires PDF) — https://cwce.gov.in/sites/default/files/1956_0.pdf

asreflifl B Guerameaw oy 2amwibd (CWMA) — sidlsrriiy, e serb — https://cwma.nic.in/

wésaranel 6@ erevor 1901 (14.12.2023) — Yellgear ey wrg efpeliy oL aulewr, CWMA / CWRC (BrLmesLoen
siflarriiyieu PDF) — https://eparlib.nic.in/bitstream/123456789/2970479/1/AU1901.pdf



o Gusagrg GNSg sOPBETH WaV@WESFT Sigsb — QFiid Qeuafli@ erevor 378, 04.07.2021 (sBpBETH Sirs: —
siglasmriy e PDF) — https://kygcms.tn.gov.in/cms_migrated/document/press_release/pr040721_378.pdf

Bal saaue Gl L HCW. BrisaCer elanL erwpdl WhatsApp 99941 46662-8@ Sigilihiser; wrdifl elanl omiBrer:
shanmugamiasacademy.in/tnpsc-mains-practice/2026-11-02-mekedatu-cauvery-tn
© Shanmugam IAS Academy, Coimbatore — 2006 wpge. Qeeugwrsl udlyemb; AHLLarsE Sice.



